ö 1 1 | 
A 
THIRD VOLUME 
O PF 


INTERESTING: 


rr 


Tur * or Trine 
E 
pricih Holme in AMERICA. 


Conramino; 


I. The Conduct of the late Adminiſtration ex- 
amined. Wich an Appendix, conſiſting ot 
Original and Authentic Documents. 


II. Authentic Account of the Proceedings of 
the Congreſs held at New-York. 


III. The Examination of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 


IV. Two curious Papers written in 1739, by 
Mr. one Gee, and others, | 


LONDON: 


Printed for 1 Arnox, oppoſite Burlington- Hout, 
in Piccadilly. 05 


CONDUCT 


Late Adminiſtration 


EXAMINE IK 
Relative tothe American Stamp-Act. 


2 


—Üͤ— — 
- 


} A APPENDIX 
Ls CONTAINING 


Original and Authentic Documents. 


2 
n 


Fuit guondam ita firma hæc Civitas et valens, ut Negli- 
gentiam Senatus, vel etiam Injurias Civium ferre poſſet © 
Jam non poteſt. Mrarium nullum et, Auctoritas Prin- 
cipum cecidit, Conſenſus Ordinum tft divulſus, Suffragie 
deſcripta tenentur a Paucis, bonorum Animus ad Nutum 
noſtri Ordinis expeditus jam non erit ; Civem qui ſe 
pro Patriz Salute opponat Invidiz fruſtra poſthac 
requiretis, 


Cicer. Orat. de Haruſp, Reſp. 


r 


The S EC ON D E DLT 


LOND ON; 


Printed for J. AL uo, oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, in 
| | Piccadilly. MpCcCcLxV1l. 


bi (Price Three Shilling 


* A La ens Is thro th —_ i Than * my F. 
FI ; Be fg _— * IO e — * £ : ng 3 8 
n 2 * I OY c S__ 5 


by * n 3 - 


— —— 10 


— — 


8 3 


CONDUCT 


OF THE 


Late Adminiſtration, Se. 


+= HE reader will ſee in the 
NT. F tt fixed to thi a 
CES motto prenxed to this tract, 
Shan the reaſons for undertaking 
it: the ſtate of the common- 
wealth is ſuch, whether we conſider 
the debt, the factions, and the vena- 
lity of the kingdom; or the little proſ- 
pect there is of finding another miniſter 
who will oppoſe himſelf to the two lat- 
ter, for the ſake of alleviating the for- 


mer; that it can no longer ſupport our 
vices; 
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vices; though it has till perhaps 
ſtrength ſufficient to bear an application 
of the proper remedies. But theſe re- 
medies cannot be hoped for till our 


former conduct, the motives, and the 


effects of it are generally underſtood. 
A perſuaſion that if theſe were fairly 
laid before the public, our opinions, and 
conſequently our meaſures would be 
altered; and that it is not even yet too 
late to retrieve, in ſome degree, the 
loſſes which the ſtate has ſuſtained while 
her intereſts have been neglected and 


ſacrificed, was the motive which pro- 


duced this publication: a motive which, 
if it does not give ſucceſs to the deſign, 
will, it is hoped, carry with it an ex- 
cuſe for the attempt. For although 
perſonal altercations and private feuds 
have degraded the tribunal of the public, 
the attention of which they have ſo long 
engroſſed; yet the queſtions which are 
peculiarly proper for its cognizance, are 
thoſe which concern the honor, the 


wealth or the /afety of the community; 


and 


[2] 
and eſpecially thoſe plans of foreign and 


domeſtic policy, which are purſued by 
thoſe to whom the intereſts of the ſtate. 
are entruſted : no introduction therefore 
or apology is neceſſary to a tract, which 
propoſes to enquire into the merit of 
thoſe meaſures which have lately been 
adopted by the late mj#ry, with regard 
to points of the greateſt importance to- 
the empire, commerce and ſecurity of 
Great Britain. 

It were ever to be wiſhed that enqui- 
ries of this fort could be made without 
deſcending to perſonal accuſations ; for 
the ſubjects are much leſſened when the 
reputations of particular men, the praiſe 
or cenſure of ſome minifter, becomes a 
conſiderable part of them. But on this 


occaſion, it is feared that this reſerve is 
impoſſible ; when we judge of the me- 


rits of meaſures, we neceflarily judge 
of thoſe by whom they were planned 
and executed. If, however, in the 
courſe of the enquiry blame ſhall be 
thrown on particular perſons, the writer 


can truly ſay, that this was not in his 


B 2 firſt 


1] 

firſt intention, and that it is only thg 
neceſſary reſult of the ſubje& he treats ; 
a ſubje& of ſo much importance, that 
he has not ſuffered the diſlike which he 
feels in common with almoſt all man- 
kind to perſonal cenſure, to ſtifle that 
information which the public has a right 
to receive upan a point which goes up 
to the very firſt principles of our conſti- 
tution, and involves in it queſtions up- 
on which the exiſtence of all govern- 
ment depends. The reader eaſily ſees 
that the ſubject I mean is the lamp act. 
This is the meaſure of the greateſt im- 
portance, both in itſelf and in its con- 
ſequences ; referring therefore the other 
plans of the year to ſome future hour, 
it is propoſed at preſent to examine the 
conduct of the miniſtry, with regard to 
this af, from the the time at which 
they came intq office, to' that at which 
it was repealed, 

If this is done without partiality, the 
perſons whoſe conduct is examined will 
have no reaſon to complain; they eſpe- 
cially will have no reaſon to complain 

of 
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of being called to a public trial, who 
are perpetually aſſuring us that their de- 
light, their merit, and their ſupport is, 
that they poſſeſs entirely the favour of 
the public. To diſprove the truth of 
this aſſertion, nec enim (to uſe the words 
of Cicero) populum romanum eſſe illum 
puto, qui conſtat ex us qui mercede condu- 
cuntur, qui impelluntur ut vim ajjerant 
magiſtratibus, ut obſideant ſenatum ; and 
to ſhew by what arts they gained, for a 
ſhort time, the appearance of popula- 
rity, would be eaſy ; but it 1s of little 
conſequence in itſelf, and foreign to 
the preſent ſubject; the diſcuſſion of 
which will however determine {which 
is a queſtion of more importance) whe- 
ther they have deſerved it. 

To decide on the merits of their con- 
duct, it is neceſſary that the ate of af- 
fairs ſhould be known; that the intelli- 
gence received from America, the made 
and the degree of the re/itance there 
made, the wiſhes of our friends, the e 
farts of the oppoſers, the conduct of our 
Mer, ſhould be ſtated ; e 

that 
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that the inſtructiuns ſent by the miniſtry 
in conſequence of the informations they 
had received, ſhould be examined. Up- 
on theſe grounds this enquiry is con- 
ducted ; whenever a fact is aſſerted, the 
authorities for it are quoted or referred 
to; authorities ſo convincing as to leave 
no room for doubt; they conſiſt of et- 
ters, minutes of councils, inſtructions, ad- 
vices, orders, tranſmitted to and from 
America. Tranſcripts of theſe are now 
in the poſſeſſion of ſo many perſons, and 
the power of conſulting them is in the 
reach of ſo many more, that the reader 
will not ſuſpect any falſe quotation is 
attempted in circumſtances which ren- 
der the detection of it ſo very eaſy. 
Some of theſe are inſerted in the appen- 
dix; from others extracts anly are made, 
with references in the notes to the let- 


ters themſelves, and credit is taken from 


the exactneſs of them upon the ſame 
ground ; as well as for thoſe in which 
the names of the writers are omitted 


the only reaſon of this omiſſion is to avoid 


the poſſibility of informing the Amer:- 


Cans 


L 
cans (who, it is feared, do not want this 
information) by what channels the in- 
telligence of their proceedings was con- 
veyed to us; for, to the diſgrace of 
Great Britain, her friends and advo- 
cates in one of her provinces, are not (it 
ſeems) to be protected or avowed. And 
ſarely it is time that the public ſhould 
receive the evidence which has hitherta 
been induſtriouſly concealed from them, 
whilſt falſe, though poſitive aſſertions, 
and unmeaning declamation have been 
ſubſtituted in its place : it is time, that 
having heard with eagerneſs and even 
with partiality the claims of America, 
they ſhould hear with patience, at leaſt 
whilſt I plead, the cauſe of Great Bri- 
tain ; that they ſhould read with im- 
partiality, whilſt I ſtate very ſhortly, 
{not the merits, for they are beſide the 
preſent queſtion, but) the principles 
and progreſs of the lamp act: an act to 
which no private intereſts, no party 
views, nothing but public motives 
could give. riſe ; and the intentions of 
which, however they might be treated 


in 
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in America, deſerve the approbation of 


every inhabitant of Great Britain. 


The firſt and great principle of all 


government, and of all ſociety, is, that 
ſupport is due in return for protection; 
that every ſubject ſhould contribute to 
the common defence, in which his 
own 1s included. Nam neque quies gen- 
trum fine armis, neque arma fine ſtipendiis, 
neue ſtipendia ſine tributis haberi queunt. 
Tacit. Hiſt. lib. 4. It was neceſſary, 
and it was juſt, to recur to this princi- 
ple at the cloſe of the laſt war. It was 
found neceſſary to maintain upwards of 
10000 men for the defence of our colo. 
nes ; an expence of between 3 arid 400, 
000 I. per ann. great part of which was 
entirely new, was, on that account, to 
be incurred; it was juft that the cols- 
nies which had profited ſo much by 
the war, whoſe intereſts, commerce 
and fecurity had been the firſt objects of 
the peace; and of whoſe ability to bear 
at leaſt ſome proportion of that new 
expence there neither was nor is any 


reaſon to doubt, ſhould contribute (not 


to 
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to ſupport or to defend Great Britain 
but) about a third part of the expence 
neceſlary for their own defence and pro- 
tection. 

Upon this general and acknowledged 
principle, and upon this application of 
it, which was juſt in itſelf, and which 


the ſituation of this country made ne- 


ceſſary, and which it might have been 
expected, would appear neither unrea- 
ſonable or unpleaſing to an Engliſh ear, 
the ſtamp act was planned. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1764 the propoſi- 
tion of impoſing, by a duty on ſtamps, 
a tax on America, in conformity to 
uninterrupted precedents for near 100 
years, was made, and thrown into the 
form of reſolutions. At that time the 
merits of this queſtion were opened at 
large; thoſe who have lately fo loudly 
aſſerted the privileges and exemptions of 
America were then publicly called upon 
to deny, if they thought it fitting, the 
rizht of the legiſlature to impoſe any 
tax either internal or external upon that 
country: and not a fingle perſon ven- 

C tured 
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tured to controvert that right. A year's. 


delay however was given, that any in- 
formation might be received from Ame- 
rica, with regard to the expediency of the 
particular tax propoſed, not to permit 
the right of impoſing it to be contro- 
verted. This diſtinction was fully 
opened at that time, and afterwards ex- 
plained to the agents of the provinces. 
This delay was however abuſed by 
ſome of the Americans; and when, in 
the beginning of the year 1765, the 


plan was carried into execution by a bill, 


ſeveral petitians from America which 


denied their right of impoſing taxes on 
the colonies, were preſented to the par- 
lament, and were therefore rejected 
without a diviſiun; no one perſon having 
been then found, in either houſe, who 
would declare it to be his opinion that 
America was not, in this inſtance, ſub- 
je& to Great- Britain. In 1766 the act 
| OE Fog ar © "OUS 
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US 
was repealed, but even then the admi- 
wftration, determined as they were on 


. the 


to this matter had not been ſuppreſſed at that time; 
as this was publicly ſaid, the public is to be in- 
formed of the fact, which was this. | 

On the 11th of December, 1764, the board of 
trade reported to the king, that the aſſemblies of 
Maſſachuſet's bay and New-York had, i their re- 
ſolutions and proceedings (copies of which they tranſ- 
mitted with the report) treated the acts and reſolutions 
of the legiflature of Great-Britain with the moſt indecent 
diſreſpect. The privy council adviſed the king, to 
give directions that the ſame be laid before parliament, at 


ſuch time and in ſuch manner as his * ſhould be 


pleaſed ta direct and appoint. 

This poſtponed the laying it before parliament, 
as it was. meant to do; but it deprived the parlia- 
ment of no information, for the aſſemblies had in- 
ſtructed their agents here to prepare petitions in the 
ſame words; and particularly Mr. Mauduit, the 
agent for Maſſachuſet's bay, was directed to draw his 
principles and arguments ſrom Mr. Otis's book of 
The Rights of the Colonies (Which had been re- 
printed here), The colonies were obeyed, Peti- 
tions were preſented, aſſerting the right of freedom 
from taxes impoſed by Great-Britain, on the very 
grounds of the reſolutions and proceedings which 
the board of trade had tranſmitted to the king; theſe 
were rejected by parliament, not from ignorance of 

their 
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the repeal, and though they were to 
carry their point chiefly by the aſſiſt- 
ance of that gentleman's ſpeeches who 
denied the right of England to tax the 
colonies, were however obliged, be- 
fore they ventured to propoſe this mea- 
ſure to parliament, to prepare the way 
by a bill aſſerting the right in the fulleſt 
and ſtrongeſt terms. 


their contents, but becauſe their contents were 
known ; becauſe they denied the power of Great- 
Britain, No information was with-held therefore 
by this delay, the cauſe of which was tenderneſs to 
the colonies. For had the king called the attention 
of parliament to proceedings in which their acts 
were treated with the moſt indecent diſreſpect; their 
own dignity muſt have drawn from them votes of 
cenſure and ſeverity towards the offenders: and 
therefore the miniſtry, who were taking the proper 
methods to form and enforce the act, which would 
have ſufficiently repreſſed the claims of the Ame- 
ricans, and effectually aſſerted the dignity and au- 
thority of Great-Britain, withheld a paper which 
would have given no information but what was 


given in a manner leſs calculated to irritate mens 
minds. 


1741 

So that however the public may 
have been miſled by the authority of 
names quoted on the other ſide of the 
queſtion, it can be doubted of no 
longer; the ſupreme legiſlature has aſ- 
ſerted, in the moſt explicit and ſolemn 
manner, its right to the obedience of 
its American ſubjects; and therefore 
the aſſertions of particular perſons, op- 
poſed to this, not only deſerve that diſ- 
regard which they will meet, who pro- 
pagate opinions contrary to the common 
declared ſenſe, and detrimental to the 
intereſts of their country, but become 
alſo highly criminal; for it is now as 
criminal to aſſert the exemption of Ame- 
rica from taxes impoſed by parliament, as 
it is to aſſert, that parliament had no 
right to repeal the ſtamp act. | 


The right of Great-Britain being 
eſtabliſhed and univerſally acknowledged 
(except by about fix or ſeven voices) it 
is certain, that” whatever the- private 
opinions of particular men might be, it 

| Was 
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was the duty of every ſubje& to have 
ſubmitted to this law while it ſubſiſted; 
and the duty of thoſe to whom the ex- 
ecution of it was committed, to have 
enforced it, 


The next ſtep therefore is to enquire 
whether the adminiſtration took the 
meaſures proper and neceſſary to pro- 
cure due obedience to a law in which 
the intereſts and dignity of Great-Bri- 
tain were ſo deeply concerned; or 
whether they are guilty of having, by 
neglect and connivance, encouraged a 
reſiſtance to her authority, and ſhaked 
the very foundations of her empire. 

To judge of this, it is neceſſary to ex- 
amine the inſtructions and orders iſſued 
by the {---»-y of ſt--e for the ſouthern 
department, to whom this important 
branch of our dominions is officially 


entruſted, 


The letters of Mr. ſ-<-----y C----y 
are of three dates; they are reprinted 


here, 
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here, having been already printed in 
America. The firſt of them is 4 /ingle 
letter to governor Fauquier, dated Sep- 
tember 14, 1765. On the 24th of 
October, 1765, the fſ----=--y wrote 
to major general Gage, to governor 
Bernard *,: and a circular letter to the 
governors of the colonies ©; and on the 
15th of December, 1765, he ſent let» 


ters to major general Gage, and to 


lieutenant governor Colden*. Of this 
laſt an extra& only is given, the reſt is 
omitted, as it contains a cenſure on a 
particular perſon. 


The reader will juſtly be ſurpriſed, 
that on a ſubje&t ſo important, at 2 
time ſo critical, no more directions 


were iſſued ; he will be more fo, to 


find that the letter to governor Bernard, 
of the firſt date, and that of the laſt, to 
general Gage, refer to thoſe of the 24th 

of 


» Sce Appendix, No. 1. © See Appendix, No. 2. 
See Appendix, No. 3. See Appendix, No. 4 
dee Appendix, No. 5. * See Appendix, No. 6. 
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of October, 1765, for inſtructions, (the 
letter to governor Colden is on a parti- 
cular ſubject only) that the letter of the 
- 24th of October, 1765, though addreſ- 
| ſed to ſo many different governors, pre- 
fading over people ſo different in their 
form of government, character and con- 
duct, is the ſame to each; and indeed 
a mere fac fimile of that ſent to the 
commander in chief of the Engliſh forces; 
that in fact only one inſtruction was iſſued 
during that period, and that from all 
his ef/ays on obedience, it would be diffi- 
cult to extract any thing which could 
give real directions or aſſiſtance to the 
governors, whoſe conduct was to deter- 
mine, whether the empire of North 
America ſhould be retained in obe- 
dience, or thrown into an indepen- 
dance fatal to themſelves and Een 
to Great · Britain. 


For the ſake of perſpicuity and of 
juſtice, the method obſerved is this, 
before each letter is conſidered, the in- 

formation 
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formation which the writer of it had 
then received is ſtated ; for it is only 
by thus placing ourſelves in his fitua- 
tion, that we can form an impartial 
judgment on the propriety of his con- 
duct. After conſidering each of theſe 
diſpatches, there is throw together the 
intelligence received ſubſequent to any 
orders given by him, but previous to 
oy N. of Wis e 0 att, 


It is neceſſary to Ade * a ceforip. 
tion of the ſtate of this matter, when 
the ſ--Is of the ſouthern department 
were N into the hands of Mr. 84 


As ſoon as the Auer act had received 
the royal aſſent, which was on the-22d. 
of March, 1765, the adminiſtration 
which had planned it began to take ſuch 
meaſures as might moſt effectually carry 
it into execution: and though ſuch 
complaints of the future burden had 
been received from America, as are ever 
made by thoſe who have been long in- 
dulgently exempted from bearing any; 

D and 
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and though ſome of that country had 
proceeded even to deny the right of 
Great- Britain to impoſe them; yet the 
act was not yet paſſed; and to impoſe 
and to ſecure the collection of the tax 
would be ſo effectual a vindication of 
that right, that in lenity to the colo- 
nies any ſeverer animadverſion on their 
conduct was ſpared. 

This act had given a juriſdiction for 
the recovery of the penalties, incurred 
by the breach of it, to the ſame courts 
of admiralty which for near a century 
had poſſeſſed that juriſdiction with re- 
gard to the laws of revenue and trade. 
Fhis clauſe it had in common with thoſe 
laws which had formerly paſſed reſpeet- 
ing ſubjects of the like nature; but 
(and that was peculiar to this act) it 
provided a remedy for the inconveniences 
and n to which 127 courts 7 85 73 | 
be liable. | 


While our colonies were few in num- 
ber, and ſmall in extent, the court of 
admiralty 


( 23] 
adihizalty could nevet be far diſtant 
from, nor its officers unknown to the 
clients in that court: but upon the 
encreaſe of them to their preſent great- 
neſs of territory and people, it had been 
a grievance complained of by the per- 
ſons the moſt loyally diſpoſed to the 
government of England, that the diſ- 
tance of many of the provinces from the 
ſeat of this court, with the difficulty 
of obtaining the aſſiſtance of lawyers; 
muſt often operate ſo as to bar the 
juſteſt claim; and deprive the ſubjects 
of their property, by diſabling them 
from proſecuting their right to it. Ano- 
ther material objection aroſe from the 
conſtitution of this court; in which the 
judge was paid by a poundage of the 
money ariſing from ſuch ſeizures as 
were condemned: this, as it made it 
his intereſt rather to condemn than to 
acquit, if it did not influence the de- 
cifions of the judge, took from them 
however that air of impartiality which 
can alone ſecure to them reſpect, _ 


D 2 To 
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E obviate the poſſibility of that 
fraud and oppreſſion to which theſe 
circumſtances might give riſe, a clauſe 
had been inſerted in the ſtamp act, 
giving a power of forming ſuch a num- 
ber of courts of vice-admiralty, as might 
place the deciſion of his property more 
within the reach of every ſubject in 
America; and in execution of this de- 
ſign, thoſe who were then commiſſion- 
ers of the treaſury, formed and ſubmit- 
ted to the privy council a plan for ap- 
pointing three courts of vice admiralty, 
with proper diſtricts, and with ample 
and honourable fixed ſalaries to the 
Judges, in lieu of all fees; that ſo ſitu- 
ated, 'and ſo ſupported, applications 
to them might be leſs expenſive and in- 
convenient, and their deciſions leſs ſuſ- 
_ pected *. b | | 
The 


b Even this proviſion, which redreſſed a real 
_grievance, which had been ſeverely felt and juſtly 
complained of, was rendered ineffectual in ſpite of 
all repreſentations, becauſe it had the ill fortune to 
ſtand Pl of me Fans af. And the Americans, 


theretore ih 


| [25] 

The treaſury, after conſulting -the 
board of trade and the agents of ſeveral 
of the colonies, next applied themſelves 
to the dividing the country, in which 
the act was to operate, into ſuch diſ- 
tricts as might be moſt convenient for 
the receipt of the revenue, and leaſt 
troubleſome to thoſe from whom it was 
to be collected. 


$04 TS III. 


After receiving and conſidering the 
plans of the ſtamp office, who were 
neceſſarily to be employed in it, for 
carrying the law into execution, they 
formed ſuch inſtructions as might be 
adequate to the occaſions of the officers 
to whom the execution of it was to be 
entruſted. 


The choice of theſe officers was of 
great importance; they did not there- 
fore proceed to this . or in the 

3 com- 


therefore, will owe the grievances which they. ſuffer f 
from the preſent ſituation and conſtitutiotq; of the 
court of admiralty, to the adminiſtration which re- 
pealed the ſtamp act. 
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eommon track of official nende 
tion: they waited till they received 


from the moſt reſpected men in each 
colony, applications in favour of perſons 


of the beſt credit in it; and they com- 


plied with theſe, both as it gave the 
beſt ſecurity for the diſcharge of the 
truſt to be committed to the officers, 
and as it might much facilitate the col- 
lection of the duty. 


Whoever reads the liſt of diſtributors 
appointed on this occaſion, will ſes 
that ths general intention was to be- 
ſtow that office on colaniſts. this would 
prevent the diſſatisfaction which muſt 
always and in every country ariſe, at 
ſeeing offices of profit in the collection 
of a duty impoſed on them, thrown 
into any other hands than their own ; 


and would engage the principal men in 
each colony to ſupport the perſon 


whom they had themſelves recommend- 


ed, to aſſiſt the execution of the law, 
and to conciliate to it the minds f 
their countrymen, The influence of this 


mea- 


[27] 

meaſure would be the more extenſive, 
as the appointment of the inferior diſ- 
tributors was neceſſarily reſted in the 
principal diſtributor ſor every province; 
the perſons appointed by him would, 
it is probable, be his friends, neighbours 
or dependants, coloniſts allo; and the 
ſame motives would engage therefore 
throughout the country a number of 
coloniſts in the ſame cauſe. | 


In fact it appears, that this deſign 
was generally executed, except in the 
new colonies, in which deſcription Nos 
va-Scotia and Georgia are included; in 
theſe it was ſcarcely poſſible that any 
natives ſhould be found capable of exe- 
cuting the office : byt even in theſe the 
principal was ſo ſtrictly adhered to, that 
in Nova-Scotia a gentleman was ſaid te 
be therefore appointed becauſe he wes 
one of the firit ſettlers in that colony, 


The board of treaſury was not leſs 
attentive to the other qualification of 
their othcer, that he ſhould be not on- 
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1y a coloniſt, but recommended by per- 


ſons beſt acquainted with, and moſt 
concerned and reſpected in the ſeveral 
provinces: few were appointed who 
were not either of the council or the 
aſſembly. The reader, perhaps, does 
not expect to be informed that colonel 
Mercer was recommended by Mr. Mon- 
tague, the- agent for Virgina, in the 
name of the «governor, council, and aſ- 
ſembly of that province; which Mr. 
Mercer himſelf inſiſted on, as his apo- 
logy to the people of I irginia. Dr. 

Franklyn, Agent. for Penhylvania, ap- 
_ plied for, and ſucceeded in behalf of 
Mr. Hughes. Mr. Coxe, diſtributor for 
New Ferſey, owed the office to the ſol- 

licitation of the ſame gentleman, whoſe 

Jon was then governor of the province; 
and beſides the application of Mr. An- 

theny Bacon, in favour of Mr. Mac Evers, 

for diſtributor of New-York, I nave-ſeen 

the copy of a letter from Mr. Mac Evers 
to Mr. alderman Barlow 7. recot hie, in 

which, to uſe his own. expreſſion, he 

repeats bis great obligations to th: at al- 

derman, 
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290 
detman, for having bim nominated a diſs 
tributor of the tamps. | 


In the purſuit of theſe plans, and 
deſore tlie officers could be ſent with 
thoſe inſtructions which were preparing 
for them, the adminiſtration was ſtop- 
ped by that change of government, of | 
which, as the author of it is dead, I 
ſhall only ſay, that by placing Mr. 
C----y in the office of ſ-------y of 
ſt---e, for the ſouthern department, it 
entruſted the execution of a law, of the 
greateſt importance in its conſequences, 
to one of the very few perſons who had 
oppoſed the paſſing it. The conſe- 
quence has been ſuch as might have 
been expected, was foreſeen by think- 
ing men, and, as will appear from the 
courſe of the evidence, 4% gned by the 
neu huinſſberr. 


Previous to the change of miniſtry, not 
only the government had received no 
intelligence which might give them 
teaſon to ſuſpect re/ftance in America; 
141 8 but 


| 
| 


[ 30 ] 
even the perſons who were afterwards 
the * moſt forward in magnifying this 
reſiſtance, and applying the arguments 
drawn from it to their own purpoſes, 
had then no expectation of it. It is not 
poffible to ſuppoſe that Mr. Trecotbicb, 
Mr. Bacon, Dr. Franklyn, who ſolicited, 
colonel Mercer, and Mr. Meſerve, who 


accepted this office, would either have 
folicited or accepted it, if they had 


thought they ſhould have been expoſed 
to that violence, which the neglect of 
ſome, and the evil intentions of others, 
afterwards produced. Another and ſtill 
ſtronger proof ariſes from the teſtimonies 


of thoſe who were the beſt informed of 


the progreſs, and moſt intereſted in the 
ſucceſs, of this act in America. It is 
the opinion of almoſt every officer there, 

that it would be obeyed; an opinion 
given at a period of time ſubſequent to 
this, and even aſter an avowed reſiſt- 
ance to it had been raiſed, neglected and 
encouraged. It would be endleſs to 
quote all theſe opinions, ſome of. them 
may be neceſſary, a few will be ſufficient.· 


. 31! | 

In a letter from New-York! it is ſaid; 
The people now begin to cool a little, and 
fome, of the moſt confiderable of them to 
think how they ſhall do their bufineſs after 
the firſt of November, and cannot conterve 
of any method of doing it without making 
uſe of ſlamped paper; never was an att 
better made to execute itſelf than this is. 


Another writer from New England 
(after a very exact deicription of the 
pains taken to prevent the execution of 
the law) ſays, [cannot help thinking that 
when a clear repreſentation of the miſe- 
ries which await the province, if the 
amp act is not executed at its day, ſhall, 
be made to them, they cannot but be 
alarmed ; and muſt facrifice their preju- 
dices and their popularity too, if neceſſary, 
4% ſave their country from ininediate ruin. 


In the colony in which the inſults on 
government had been , mol} violent, a 
ah 4 perſon. 
i See letter to the commilſioncrs of "Rain; ps, dared 


September 30, 17065. [2 
See letter to the lords of trade, dats | 8 


75 1765. 
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perſon wall acquainted with theſe out- 
rages ſollicits the appointment of diſs | 
tributor of ſtamps for the province, of 
which the mob had forced a reſignation 
from another hand; That (cheſe are 
his words) I may lite wiſe enjoy the ads | 
 wantage of that office when it is quietly 
ſupmitted to, as no doubt it will be in 5 
| mn. MOntGs. Be SES 


A letter from Firginia 1 has this paſ- 
Gage ® „Ian not altogether without hopes 
that the diſtreſs they will feel, on a total 

Aagnation of bufineſs, will open their eyes, 

: "and pave the way for the aft executing | 
Welt; for J am credibly informed, that 

' ome of the moſt buſy men, in oppoſing the 

_ reception of the flamps, are already 

alarmed at the conſequences of the = 
dent Repo 25 bave ale. „ 


| Even 
I ee letter to the commiſſioners of kanps, dared 
| New-York, Odtober 26, 1765. 


8 = See a letter tothe lords of trade, dated Norem: 
ber 8, 1765, 
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Even ſo late as December, 1965, anos 
| ther letter from New-Yvr4 has theſe 
words; Since that time nothing has been 
done, and we have waited to ſee the law 
execute itſelf, which I am perſuaged it 
| muſt do ſhortly ; for the fu perſon of it 
has occaſioned ſo many inconveniences Bere, 
in every branch of buſineſs, that they do 
already begin to be ſeverely elt. 


Theſe. circumſtances, ſays the ſame per- 
ſon, induce me to think that the face of 
afarrs will change very ſoon, and I bope 
1 in my next letter to give a more Javoura- 
. ble account of our proceedings. 7 1 
And, to cloſe this point with an evi 
dence of the ſtrongeſt kind, tbe cou 
and houſe of repreſentatives of Maffachu- 
ere bay ſpeak thus of the act? of - 
former ſeſſions, granting certain 


© » * 


* 
geert letter from News Vork. to. the mY of the 


wie, dated December, 1265. wat 


=. letter to Mr. 8 dated December 21. 
1765. Fe : 8 I. G 


P See addreſs, dated November * 76 


[34] 
in the Britiſh" colonies and plantations 
in America: To which aft we humbly 
apprebend we may - propoſe our objections, 5 
atithe ſame time we acknowledge our duty 
7 yield obedience to it while it continuus 
e e i ait 


This was the ſtate of affairs wk 
that iniſtry was removed; the inten- 
tion of removing them was declared in 
the middle of May, 1765. The next 
adminiſtration came into office in the be- 
ginning of July; Mr. C-——y's letter, 
which gives notice of his appointment 
to the ſouthern department, is dated. 
the 1 2th of that month. 


They had reaſon to 85 from the 
intelligence of, and ſeveral letters re- 
ceived at the ſecretary of ſtate's. office, - 
that the objections to the amp act were 
of three kinds; the firſt Aroſe from the 
opinion * that the powers given by that 


act, to the court of vice-admiralty con- 
ſtituted 


See petition of council . houſe of repre Ak 
tives of Maſlachuſet s bay 


+ 
* 
* 
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Nituted . over all America, would be 
grievous to the ſubject from the great 
diſtance of that court, and would diſ- 
tinguiſh the ſubjects in the colonies from 
thoſe in Great- Britain by depriving them 
of a trial by jury; the ſecond from the 
fear that it would exhauſt the provinces 
of their ſpecie; and the third from their 
claim to the privilege of judging of 
their own ability, and of having the 
ſole right of impoſing taxes on them- 
ſelves. To obviate the two firſt of theſe 
objections, nothing was required of 
them but to execute the proviſoes of the 
act, and thoſe other meaſures which 
the former miniſtry had already begun. 
With regard to the firſt, they had only 
to: remind them that a juriſdiction had 
been aſſigned to the judges of the court 
of admiralty, upon the laws of revenue 
and of trade, without juries, for near a 
century paſt". The reaſon for putting 
theſe cauſes in a courſe of trial without + 


See letter to ſecretary of ſtate, dated November 
10, 1764. . 4 N 84 . 5 l % 


| 136 
any jury, ' unidoubredly areſe from an ap- 


not to be trufted: tbe force of this reaſon 
may be abated, but I cannot think that it 
i+ wholly deftroyed: no candid man will, 
T believe, take upon bim to declare, - that 
at this time an American jury is impar- 
tial and mdifferent enough to determine 
upon frauds in trade. Thele are the 
words of a very well informed and can« 
did judge. They might have informed 


them, that it is ſo far from being 1 


that the ſubjects in North-Am erica, 
being deprived in theſe caſes of trials | 4 
jury, are in that reſpect diſtinguiſhed 
from their fellow ſubjects in feat - ri 
tain; that in this very inſtance of the 
ſtamp duties, the penalties are, by the 
laws now in force for collecting them 
in Great-Britain, recoverable alſo witbꝰ- 
out trial by jury, as well as on all the 
laws of exciſe, and many others reſpect- 
ing the public revenue in Great - Britain. 


With regard to the ſeat and the ſup- 


3 the former. /ards g 
— — 3 


prebenfion that juries, in theſe caſes; went 
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the treqſury had made a repreſentation to 
bis Majeſty in council (founded on a 
clauſe inſerted in the ſtamp act for this 
very purpoſe) ſtating * the expedieney 
of giving the judges in America ſuffi- 
cient and - honourable ſalaries in lieu of 
all poundage and fees, - and of eſtabliſh» 
ing three different courts of vice-admi- | 
ralty, with proper diſtricts annexed to 
each. Had the ſucceeding miniſters 
condeſcended to execute, on this plan, 
the laws of their country, a plan which 
had been fully opened and approved in 
parliament at the time when the ſtamp 
act was propoſed, all the diſſatisfaction 
and clamour which aroſe from miſre- 
preſetitation on theſe 2 had been 
remedied. | 
It would have calmed the fears which 
were expreſſed, that the colonies would 
be drained of their ſpecie, if the miniſ- 
= had iſſued to the ſeveral oflicers the 
| direc- 


tin. * 
"2 — as 
- 


ce memorial from the commiſſioners of the trea- 
ſury do the privy council, dated July 4, 17065. 
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directions which the late commiſſioners 
of the treaſury had given on this ſubject, 
viz. hat, in order to obwiateè rb incon- 
ventitnce. of bringing into this Hngdm the 
moneyito be raiſed by the flamp duties, all 
the produce f "the American duties, ari- 


ſong ur to arife by vertue of any Britiſh att 


of parliament, ſhould from time to time be 
paid to the deputy pay maſter in Americu, 
to defray the Jubfiſtence of: the truope, und 
any military expences incurred in the —_ 
nies. 34 O 4403. es il to fn 

VE. BULLY 10 102 ds 2001141 
it The laſt abletion, which aroſe from 
the claim of the colonies to an exemp+ 
tien ſrom taxes impoſed by parliament, 


2 


waz to be treated in a different manner]; 
a5. the two former were to be qhxiated 


by ſexplanations, this, now the act im- 
poſing a tax was, paſſed. was $0, be fe- 
prefied by authority. They ſawzthat a 
part of the Americans N impatient of 
thoſe FR juin ee e 
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See treaſury minute, dated July gg 1766. 
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gard to their commerbe; the late regu- 
lations ef their trade had been poti- 
tioned againſt as grievotis and oppreſſive; 
becauſe they rontradicted their illicit 
views; and from theigeneral temper of 
that country it appeared, that it was 
neceſſary to hold the rein with a tem- 
perate but firm hand. But beſides this. 
the fulleſt accounts were ſoon received 

of the turbulent and ſeditious behaviour 
of a part of. America... S9 early as the 
27th of July, 1765, a copy of the reſo- 
lutions of the colony of Virginia was 
tranſinitted . to the miniſtry, in which 
the right of the patliament of (Greats 
Britain to tax that colony is abſolutel 
denied e theſe reſolutions are prin ted ifi 
the appendix”, The Governor had 
thought it heceflary to diſſol Ve an Affe 
bly capable of ſuch an infult on the 
Nctiditüte ef. GredtBrittih ! dt lle 
time thig pacquet atrit ed tro” bourd of 
traue exiſted, and che pipes where there 
be he HH dgtele to the ſcerctat 
5759 F 2 of 


* vi 7 2 Nit 111 135 tg + 3 g 
« See Appendix, No. * ; 


. 
of ſtate. As ſoon as a new board of 
trade was formed they repreſented to 
the King in council that, Theſe reſ9- 
tutions, as they. contain an abjolute diſa- 
vowal of the right of the parliament of 
Great-Britain to impoje taxes upon her 
colonies, and a daring attack upon the 
conſtitution of this country, appear to us 
to require an immediate and ſerious atten- 
tion; and whatever ſurtber meaſures 
your Majeſty may, with the advice of your 
council, judge proper to be taken either for 
expreſſiug your rayal diſapprobatian of 
theſe Proceedinge, or for preventing the 
fatal conjequences which % naturally 
tend to produce, we think it our duty to 
Submit to your Majeſty's confederation, whe- 
ther, in the mean time, it may not be 
expedient to diſpatch immediate inſlruttions 
to your Majeſty's fervants in your 244% 5 
colony of Virginia, who may be concerned 
in enforcing the execution of the law jor 
levying the duty upon flamps, that they 
do each in their ſeveral department, in 
2 
w See the Repreſentation of the board of trade, 
dated Auguſt 27, 1765. 
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ſupport of the authority of parliament, 
vigorouſly exert themſelves, and, with 
becoming reſolution upon every occaſion, 
exact a due nen to all the laws of the 
land. 


But even this was not the only incite- 
ment to vigour which was given to ad- 
miniſtration ;- a much ſtronger was to 
be drawn from the intelligence they 
received of the ſtate of that province; 
they ſaw from it that 'theſe reſolutions 
which aſſert an independence upon 
England, were meant to be not merely 
verbal aſſertions, but prindiples of ac- 
tion; they were accompanied by : a moſt 
alarming deſcription which was given 
of the ſituation of the colony, by one 

of the perſons beſt acquainted with i it“: %, 
be moſt ſolemn treaties (he writes) with 
our Indian neighbours have been moſt pub- 
licly violated. The violators of the trea- 
; 57 and public peace love been as publicly 
reſcued 


* See letter to the f—y of e, dated June 
14, 1765, received Auguſt 8, 1765, 


42 
reſeued out of the:hands of juſtire. Go- 
verument is ſet at open defiance, nit have 
ing ftrength in her hands ro enforee obe« 
dience to the laws of the community. But 
even this deſcription, alarming as it 
was, joined to the certain evil eonſe- 
quence and great danger of delay, could 
not awaken” the adminiſtration” xd the 
diſcharge” of their duty: Tbe letter 
which was written on this occaſionꝰ, 
inſtead of endeavouring tb repreſs by aus 
thority this open defection in 4 Aon? 9 
cial aſſembly; inſtead of ce 
afficers to the performance of their 

inſtend of repreſenting the'putiſhint: 0 
due to diſpbedience, takes thit fanguid 
tone which muſt appear the effect of 
inability to maintain the empire of 
Grat - Britain, te ay ems relblutlon 
to ſacrifice it. Ot Hug wor 
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vidlrnce of \ſome individuale, and treats 
the coloniſts as diſpoſed to pay a wiſe 
and virtuous obedience; in that very 
important and critical hour, when the 
eyes of all America muſt be turned on 
the reception which ſuch re/o/utrons as 
thoſe, of Virginia ſhould meet with in 
England, and on the conduct which 4 
new miniſtry would hold towards the 
colonies, to take from thence inſtruc- 
tions fox their future behaviour; when 
they were to be reſtrained within the 
bounds of a dutiful ſubmiſſion, or ex- 
cited, to. reſolutions of equal violence by 
the fate; of theſe, he takes no ſtep to 
check thein licence, or neunte their 
qhedience.. h 4-798 Num, A = 
10 21 Toſs 2 | 

- Jafliganon bad bias deep, chat 
new and unconſtitutional principles were 
avowed by the colony of Virginia; the 
prineiples of independence on England, 
and exemption. from taues impoſed by the 
Britiſb parliament ; that many outrages 
bad been committed in that colony; 
and upon the . het government 
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was ſet at open defiance.” Upon this in- 


_ telligence it was his duty to have given 
immediate ſypport to government, - to 


have aſſerted the rights of England, and 
to have maintained them by holding 
out rewards to the obedient, puniſh» 
ment to the ſeditious; by giving acti- 
vity to the civil, and, if neceſſary, to 
the military power; eſpecially and di- 
rectly to have ſent the moſt poſitive in- 
ſtructions to the officers 70 oma; a n 
abedience to the laws A the dong. 


It would ſcarcely be credines, were not 
the facts before the public, that, after 
waiting from the 27th of July to the 
14th of September, before he returned 
any reply, the reply gives the officer 
to-whom it was written neither inſtruc- 
tion nor encouragement; that it does 
not even contain a direction to aſſert the 
authority of government, which had 
been defied, or to exact a ſubmiſſion to 
the laws and legiſlature, which had been 
renounced; à reſpect to parliament, a 
confidential reliance of the colonies on tb 


— mather- 
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mother country, theſe are the ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions in which the ſ-—y of 
Great- Britain claims the obedience of 
her ſubjects: and, leſt even theſe ſhould 
ſeem to countenance any exertion of 
authority, he takes care to diſclaim 
giving any direction in them; he will 
not pretend to give any advice or inſtrue- 
tions on theſe ſubjects; but refers the 
governor to an inſtruction to be here- 
after received from the priuy council. 
The queſtion was, whether the colonies 
are independent of the acts of the legi- 
ſlature of Great-Britain? A queſtion 
which, after ſo many acts of parlia- 
ment immediately reſpecting and bind- 
ing the colonies, no ſubject of Great- 
Britain could lawfully bring into debate, 
except in one of the houſes of parlia- 
ment; and concerning which they, 
ſhould leaſt of all have appeared to 
doubt, to whom the execution ef the 
laws had been entruſted by the King, 
and who were reſponſible to the. parlia- 
ment and the kingdom tor. the ſuppurt of. 


their ramen The making this a 
queſtion, 
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queſtion; and referring to-aprivy couns 
eil for a future decifion of that on which 
the legiſlature had decided already fo 
frequently and ſo expreſsly, tended 
therefore only to inform the officer that 
he could not depend either on direction 
or ſupport from England; and that it 
was ſtill a doubt if the government of 
this kingdom would aſſert her rights. 
Another proof that procraſtination alone 


was intended, ariſes from hence; the 


Virginia reſolutions were received July 
27, 1765; this important matter, which 
the board of, trade had repreſented as 
requiring inmediate and ſerious attention, 
and the diſpatch of immediate inſtruttions ; 
and which muſt have appeared to the 
miniſtry to require them, as ſoon as 
they were acquainted with it; inſtead 
of being immediately attended to, was 
referred to the privy council; but it was 
not even referred to them till September 
6, 1765, and no report was made up- 
on it till Ofober 3. The report when 
made is, That this matter was not with- 


in the deciſion of the privy council to 


whom 


[4] 

whom it had been referred; a report 
made. by the very miniſters who referred 
it to that board; and in which, from 
his office, the ſ— y has the lead. 
The words of it are theſe *; This 15. 4 
matter of the utmoſt importance to the. 
kingdom and legiſlature of Great-Britam z 
and of too bigh a nature for the determi= 
nation of your Majeſty in your privy coun= 
cil, and is proper only for the confidera= 
tion of parliament. It was for the ſake, 
of this deciſion that the . deferred: 
ſo long a matter of ſo much conſe- 
quence; a deciſion which he muſt have 
known at the time he wrote his letter 
to the governor of Virginia; a fuller 
proof cannot be imagined that a timid 
and fatal delay was all that was intend-, 
ed ; and that at the very time when he 
aſſured the officer that he would receive 
the fulleſt inſtructions from the wiſdom 
of the priuy council, he knew-- that 
board would have too much wiſdom to 
iſſue any upon a matter of too high a 

MN nee nature 


dee report of committee of privy council, dated 
October 3, 1765. 
+ 
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nature for their determination, » I fuitb 
he muſt have known that decifion: whens 
he wrote the letter; and J ſaid this, not? 
only becauſe he probably knew: what: 
that report would be which he was to 
direct ; but chiefly becauſe it worldbe 
indeed extraordinary if the y off 
f—e could be entirely ignorant of the- 
powers of his own office, and of the 
privy council. It is not neceſſary to be 
of that council to know that the execu- 
tion of the laws is by the conſtitution 
reſted in the King, and delegated by 
him to the officers in each department; 
khat the prvy council cannot deliberate 
upon the laws,” though they can 'affift 
the execution of them; and therefore 
that it was impoſſible for the privy 
council to make any other report than 
that which they did make. But it was 
in the power of the y of -e to 
enforce: the execution of the laws, it 
was his duty; he was called upon to 
porfurm this duty by the importance of 
the object; and the expres; ræpreſemta- 

tiana- of the board of trade a: and the 


8 referring 
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refer ihg it therefore to the privy counts. 
eil could - only be meant to weaken by 
drlay a right, which he end not: —_— 

port, and . not nen vine 
D 2b. Sf 

At is Janky: to ahe — to N 
his reference and letter to this motive 
to grant that he wrote it in direct contra- 
diction to his own knowledge; and that 
he intended the governor, to whom it is 
writ, ſhould expect as little inſtruction 
from the deciſion of the privy council, 
* he himſelf knew it would wangen 5 


IT alan indeed impoſiible for Jin to 
intend or with that the governor ſhould 
underſtand the words of the letter ac- 
eording to their plain and obvious ſenſe; 
becauſe it was impoſſible. for him to 
with: that the governor ſhould think him 
eapable of avowing principles ſo full of 
treaſon and of danger: for if this letter 
indeed u meant what it expreſſes, if it 
was deſigued to tyrn the eyes of the 
officers pf the crown from the known 
and permanent n of parliament, 


gart r to 
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to an inferior board; to teach them. to 
look for directions for their conduct not 
to the laws of their country, but to the 
inſtructions of a privy council; he muſk 
be told that this principle, which attri- 
butes to the king in council the power 
of diſpen/ing with the laws cf, the land, 
is the big het trea/on aguinſt the ſtate ;, 
that it coſt king James the ſecond his, 
crown, and might coſt him his head. 


The next advices from America were 
ſuch as might have been expected to 
ariſe from the negligence of the admi- 
niſtration in Great-Britain. A letter 
addreſſed immediately to the ſecretary 
of ſtate informed him, that the capital 
of the province from whence it was, 
written had ſhaken off all ſubjection to 
the laws both of trade and police, * Two 
or three months, ago, ſays the writer of 
it, I thought that this people would have 


Ar e to the flamp act without actual 
Opp a fly, 


Dee letter to the ſecretary of ſtate, dated fag 
= 16, 'reccived October 14, 1765. 
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oppoſſtion. Murmurs indeed were conti- 
nually heard, but they ſeemed to be ſuch as 
in time would die away; BUT THE PUBs 
EISHING THE VIRGINIA RESOLU- 
TIONS PROVED AN ALARUM BELL TO 
THE DISAFFECTED. From that time 
an infamous weekly paper, which is printed 
here, bas ſwarmed with libels of the moſt 
atrocious kind: theſe have been urged 
with ſo much vebemence, and ſo induſ- 
triouſiy repeated, that I have conſidered 
them as preludes to ation; but I did not 
think that it would have commenced ſo 
early, or been carried to ſuch lengths as 
it has been. Then follows an account 
of the particulars of the riot, and of the 
inſults which were offered to the offi- 
cers of the revenue, merely becauſe 
they were officers : but theſe particu- 
lars, as they are not immediately ef- 
ſential to the preſent ſubject, and are 
in the higheſt degree diſgraceful to 
Great-Britain, are here omitted; but 
may be found in the letters to the 
{——y of ſ—e, dated Auguſt 15, 16, 
176 5, received the 14th of An : 
it 


7 <3 ; 
15 Is ie neceſf] ary that the 
ſee the. eneral ſituatign. 


* 


oak as ſcribed in the "Tame 
ter. * Every « one agrees that ibis 2 1 


be vebemence of a aftion "ind mn R 1 
of intention ; and never had. any = 
many abettors of conſequence as 755 22 27 
Poſed to have had. It is ſaid, there awere 
50 gentlemen actors in this fene, aſe 

guiſed with trowſers and jackets on, "bes 


Ades a much larger number. bebind th he 


* th 


curtain. i—The. common . talks e t the 
flamp,. aft ſhall not * extcuted | 2767 
Bat the , nan who offers e a a ftampt pa fo er, a 
fell "en 11/4 _ immedi, ately. be Rilled ;— Phat t all 
the þ wer "of © et Brno 1 17 5 "Tot 
oblige them to ſubmit to the amp. att 
—that "They will die Joy 2 the Pac l N 


NS 


rr 


2 * 
ATTEMPT TO carry THE ACT INTO 


N 


EXECUTION UNTIL FRESH Ibex 
AND POWERS ARE COME PROM ExG- -4 
LAND. The fame perſon, ink fübſe⸗ 
quent ” "Fitter? adds, 1 mention "all theſe 
e ee 
Þ See letter to See of 0 def AI 

- 22, received October 13, 1765. 
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particulars, that your lordſbrp may Judge 
yourſelf from real circumſtances ; but it is 
my opinion, that the worſt that can bap- 
pen ſhould be expected, and provided 
again. I preſume that after this, the 
authority of an American government will 
3” be left to the mercy of the people. 2 


This violence of proceeding, and the 
refolutions of the repreſentatices of the 
$rovince of Maſachujet's bay, wich 
were fimilac to thoſe of Virginia, wes” 
feferred to the privy council, by the Board 
of Trade, on the iſt and 11th of Octo- 
ber, 1765. T hat boaid, at the fame 
time, repreſented them to be of ding. 
rOus tendency, eſpecially as connec led with 
the ſpirit + which had appeared throughout 
the whole tonduf? of this affembly and 
, in truth, 4 daring attack upon the 
conſtitution gf this country; —end in what-. 
ever light theſe difturbances are viewed, 
whether in reſpect of the avowed objett, 
which the perpetrators and abettors of 
them declare to be a general reſolution to 


oppoſe. and prevent 2 ade ag 
of 


Jents 10 be utterly incapable f reſftingier 
ſuppreſſing theſe tumults and . diferaer's 4 


-prejudice had not hardened, w— they 
are printed in the Appendix 


( 5+] 
efithe parliament. of . Great-Britgyn 3 ag 
n pelt of the\ftate of gavernment , and 
aragiftracy\ theres aubich . refren 


they were of ſicb high HHPOTEGRCEs that 
no time was t be lt in direct iug 
e, as might be 18 e and 


3 
* * , 


- Theſe 8 tations pie to zul 
a ſtate of this important matter at that 


time, and of the impreſſion which the 


intelligence from America muſt make 
on all thoſe whom the moſt obſtinate 


cg teu 
N this time Peg flame had ous to 


red and to threaten all thoſe. who 
were concerned in the collection of any 


| part of the revenue: one of the officers 


in 8 gave information , not on¹y 


| that 


© See Appendix, No. 8, No. 9. 
See letter to board of trade, dated Auguſt 31. 
received about the 8th of Otober. ed 
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that THE PRINCIPAL PPOIE or Pry 
Fown' or BOSTON publicly. avowed: rand 
juſtified the att of demoliſhing-My. Oliver's 
(the diſtributor of ſtamps) houfe, but 
that all kinds of il hamours were jet" on 
fRoat; every thing that ſor years paſt had 
Bern the \cauſe of any popular dijcontent 
was revived, —Tt ſeems the mov had ſat. 
down no leſs than 15 houſes, in on near 
the town, to be attacked the next nigbt; 
AMON G WHICH Was THE CUSTOM= 
'nouse; AND THE "HOUSES or SOME 
of THE'MOS'T RESPECTABLE PERSONS 
IN THe op RRNIIE Vr. 


ene HO „ 11 0413 HEB 


A perſon ee concerned in 
the collection of the cuſtoms writes 
thus; I confider their fury againfs me to 
"proceed from my Capacity as an offer of 
be cuſtoms, und the check I am off cu 
ro thetr ſmuggling bist; inf front my 
having" lately receroed um im pour Con:- 
miſabn relating ts their vioroity bebaviou 
811 H 2 to- 


15 See letter to ſeeretary K ze, date j Augn it 28, 
received Oftober 21, 176g." * 


L p%) 1 
. 4 A map. hic had e 
1 3 expy/er us tathedaralg/s.; 
fary, | 27 FR atrifling mab, bus A Whole-r 
country inflamed to an intalera Aeg rez. 
fubje# to no "rule or order, - but abandanad 
and licentious in princifle ;—and without 
protection or ſupport, .ctLer to cnalis ms 
to do our duty, or, preſerve, aur peace in: 
ſeciety.. The fame officer acquaints the/; 
commiſſioners of the cuſtoms,” that, The. 
mob bad the audacity o ſend ngſſages. D 
im orting that, if « we would: agree ſo ne- 
cefve our fees, (for cuſtoms). agreeable to 
their will and Phaſure, and ag, alls, 
dehver the ſhips a0 | under. br ofec tions. 
; might come on ſhore un ſafety, and. nd rely, | 
i their mi — £3 e cullom-boihe 7 ix. 
lee of this, " continued ane d 
ſoat up up. —T coun, plained to. the SaVErmn,, 


2 7 17 e 9751 be, Penton - 


above erms, "ith a Yew, 
of Vabing him Puniſh 25 3 and the magi 


trate's warrant was returned by the ſhe 


* nbi oft tt on to 300 riff 


Fre letter to. UL TRE 
Septen 85 Seel 4 Othobe 2 6% r K. 
251 


136,01 rag 1172 51194 


fm 1 
57 J. = 
aer to be evechthd * fx 
2. Pcb Tee, "this 47 4 


be pNfecution for want of 1 govern-" 9 


pron te "being bete an abſolute” 2 85 
Pemſom. WA kn 0 AA. 
Foöd ne und- 3 „ 1860530 Bud 


Theſe __ were not more W FE 


rous to” che Fovernment 1 in I 
than to the dependence of ' the colonics | & 


upon +Great-Britain in their conſe- 
quences, and from tlie ptinciples whic! A. : 
gave riſe" tu them. Care Was taken to 
inform the adminiſtratie ion. of theſe, by. 


tratiſmirtinſz to them thoſe anonymo 


Now. 


papers, in "which they are : more openly 1 
avowed than it was p ble. for them to 
be in te te olutions « of a | any aſlcmbly;,. be 
t 100gh tlie fame rürbufer nt an inte elt- 
ed lawyers, Who 0 the co cils 
of tbl rdbdrinigs, ere" ell ky 9 
be che 5 dk th O inflanmatorp,.. 


0 TE IB Nude 
N va * Ne A OD ING 
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Mt one of them, the Providence ga- 


— Sk dinary Nö et Auguſt 14,.4705s 
erf wech the ks, amnwng.many Ami- 


lar 


Bod de N ] ons pied — 


lar ſentiments and expre 85 


Ay. countrymen, already feel ſome Fe 7. 
Hebie of this horrid policy, men of war, 


cutters, marines with their bayonets fixed, 


75 of admiralty, collefars, cb trol. 


ers, ſearchers, tide-waiters, land-wwaiters, 
With 4 20 hole Catalogue of props, ent 
over, not to Protect our trade, but to de- 
froy it. It is adviſed to form in a ge- 
neral aſſembly, votes or reſolves to "7 
following effect; That bis Af. 2 and 
tus ſubſtitutes, together with the general 
aſſembly of this colony, baue, in their re- 
Mſentative capacity, the. only . exc ſafive 

Abt to lay taxes and impoſts upon the in- 
habicants of this colony ; and. that every 
attempt to veſt ſuch power in any perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, other than the ge- 

neral afſembly afereſaid, is unconflitu- 
Zonal — That his Majeſty's lie ge People the 
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mbdbitants of this colony, are not bound 


ONT 3% 


0 yield obedience to any law or ordinance 
4 fend to” "impoſe 7 any internal taxdtion 
"whatſoever upon them, other" than the 
"Jaws and ordinances of the general aſſembly 
gforeſaid. ' And to put it out ef doubt 


On 
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6n.whoſe principles and examples theſs 
ſentiments were formed, the ſame pa- 
per proceeds, We think that an adgrefs 
"a thanks ought to be voted by the general 
efjembly, to thoſe gentlemen aul Ain 
guiſbed chemſelves in the la ſSeffion of 
parliament, in defence of liberty, and the 
calonies; in particular to general Con- 


way, Ce. 


* | 
14 


” 
f © 
n 
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But the officers. in America dot de 
repreſented 1 their diſtreſs, but the means 
too by which they might be relieved; 
they called for :aſtrugtions from ' the 
government at home, that they might 
execute every part of this act; for Ak 
ance, that they might enforce it. 
is ſcarcely ; an officer who does not com- 
Pins that he has received no inſtruc- 

ns. for, the execution; many, that 

they have not even an authentic copy of 
yn act. There is ſcarcely 2 governor 
who does not expreſs his weakneſs, and 
implore the ſupport of that government 
for the intereſts of which he acts; 
e therefore, accumulating any 


0 more 
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Hands and other quarters, and which ts. 
all of the fame kind; it is now time to 
examine what meaſures were taken by 
zdminiſtration,' to check, repreſs and 
correct tumults, which ſtruck at the 
— tap, ef we erg * 


> 
—— 


— 


— hive Ach the mung 
act was the pretext, the reſtrictions up- 
on their trade, which are ſo neceſſary, 
and their defire 70 be independent of 
England, were among the real cauſes 
of many of the American tumults; that 
impatience of all government which 
ſome of the "coloniſts expreſſed, that 
oppoſition both to the former and latter 
cuſtom-houſe and commereial ' laws; 
which ſome even of their affemblies 
avowed, required to be immodinecly 
and effectually controuled; - The neceſ- 
ſity of this meaſure was not unknown 
to the adminiſtration ; the repreſenta- 
tions of the board of trade had ferced ĩt 
upon their attention, and they them-' 
ſelves confeſſed it to be of the utmoſt 


im- 


T6] 
per tance to the kingdom-and-legiflatune 
& Creat- Britain. It Was indeed; ef 
Importanse, for it imported no leſs han 
the, maintaining the dependence of. c 
Ionies more extenſive than anꝝ nation 
before ever poſſeſſed, and the retaining 


directing the induſtry of an — | 
gn. whote conſumption. of. out manuſac- | 
tures the trade and credit of this king 
dom ſo immediately 22 Ta ic- 

Cure, .theſc intereſting ohjects the reader 
expects, t hear, that the moſt vigorous 
meaſures were planned and exgcutcd, z 
that the ſtrength of, government in that 
country: was accurately examine, nd 
judiciouſly diſpoſeds and that ſuch ade 
ditions to this, both of a Military, and 
nayal. kind, were prepared, as the gg 
for; and Which being din 
reed (i neceſſary) againſt thoſe hg 
were-maſt forward in gebellion, might, 
by reproſſing tlie ſe, prevent the crime and 
the-puniſhment,of the reſt. This might 
have heen the conduct of ordinary itatgls, 
men, our. miniſters; deſpiſed ſuch, ob- 
IN. 1 . vious 
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vious remedies z and after much deli- 
beration determined, that in order to 
check the mutinous, and correct the 
rebellious coloniſts, to vindicate the 
authority of parliament, maintain the 
empire of Great- Britain, and reſtore the 
peace of America, Mr. 9 Cy 
ſhould write them a letter. This ſtep 
which was neceſlary, and might have 
been effectual if taken in the beginning 
of theſe diſturbances, and ſupported by 
authority, became ridiculous when a- 
lone, and in a ſtate of ſuch extreme 
tumult; and reminds one of a fimilar 
expedient, related in the memoirs of 
Madame de Nemours. Mr. de Beaus 
fort de fon cote, qui nen faifoit pas moms 
que le \coatjuteur (pour $'oppoſer a cette 
paix) et qui cherchoit tous les moyen ima- 
ginables de Pemptcher, crut en | avoir 
trouve un infaillible, qu'il propofara Mr. 
de Bellibure, en lui demandant par ma- 
niere d avis, i en donnant un ſouflet d 
Mr. d' Elbeuſ, il ne chungeroit point la 
face des affaires : d quoi Mr. de Bellicvre 
repondit d'un ſang * 182 _ de ja 
gravite 


121 
gruvitè que de la queſtion, qu'il ne crqpvis 
Fas que cela put changer. autre choſe. gue 
* bye de: Mr. d Elbeif. 11 fad 


But as b was the rer = which 
they propoſed to take, why was it ſo 
long delayed? The moſt alarming in- 
formations had been received by them 
fo-long ago as the 27th of July; they 
could ſcarcely be ignorant that, in po- 
pular tumults, an immediate execution 
of authority is required, and that delay 
gives to them confidence and ſtrength: 
in this exigence therefore no degree of 
delay can be vindicated, even the .= 
does not attempt to vindicate, he dfs 
owns it: he aſſerted in public, What 
he has written in his letter of the 1 gth 
of December, 1765, that his inſtrucs 
tions (dated the 24th of October, 1765) 
were ſent on the firſt notice of. theſe dijo. 
Zurbances ; and yetit 1s proved by his own 
evidence, that on the 27th of July. 
e that is at three months diſtance 
nr N OI pag 155 1 att 
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krom that time, he had retetved the 
Virginia reſolutions,” that daring attac 
upan the conſtitution f this country, and 
intelligence that gavernment was et at 
open defiance, not having ſtrengib in ber 
hands to enforce obedience to the laut of 
err 1+ einn be Aer * Ax 
N s Gol od 
| - Bus I wie Jane Ach the delay, and 
the denial of it; this delay had at-leafſt 
given him time to form a plan of action, 
which ſhould be extenfive and effectual 
when' he. ſhould begin to operate; he 
had had leiſure to conſider the particular 
Kate of every province, -and-toicompare 
the diſorders Which were complained 
of, with the reſonrces- which were to be 
found, and might be applied neat; 
In fact, there was great reaſon for an 
attention of this kind, for the provanieds 
were known. to be in very different ſitu · 
ations in ſome the mob appeared alone 
in he riots, while thoſe ucho had: any 
Fung to riſque in the conteſt; contented 
themſelves with! giving to them con- 


cealed encouragement ; in others, tlie 
all : principal] 


161 
Spender of the town vowed 
che utmoſt violences; in one they ha 
hot yet declared their reſolution of free- 
ing themſelves from all cuſtom-houſe 
laws, though they had marked the cuſs 
tom houſe for deſtruction; in another 
they already refuſed to pay any cuſtoms 
but ſuch as they themſelves ſhould re- 
gulate the payment of: the riots at 
Boſton were very different in their nas 
ture and purpoſes from thoſe which had 
ſhaken Rhode“ iſland; the Virginia re- 
folutions had been, and were he alarm 
bell tot the diſaſtecked, calling them to tu- 
mult and outrage; while the plan f A 
general aſſembly of committees which 
had proeeeded from Maſſachiuſet s- bay 
diſoovered more of a regular fyſtem or 
reſiſtance," The reſources too were a5 
different;as the difficulties; they were 
tobe drawn from the particular conſtiæ 
tution and ſtrengthᷣ of each government, 
the temper of the people, the neigh- 
bourhood of the military force, and a 
thouſand other circumſtances, 1. which 
the fy was informed. 903013 Bega 
(£89 iq | The 
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The public will judge of the ability 
h him in adapting the inſtcuch 
tions and aſſiſtances to the particular 
ſituation of each province, When they 
find that be letter to every governor. em 
tbe. continent and in the iflan as, expept- 
ing one, is exactly the Jams; and chat 
this fame letter, like Jack's parchment 
in the tale of a tub, ſerves. too, by the 
alteration of a very few ſentences, for 
* military orders to the commander in chief 
ef the Britiſh forces in America. 11 was, 
not poſſible that diſorders ſo various and 
o violent could be remedied, by. one 
application; and the profribing, for, 
diſtempers 1 very different the ſam: fame 
;Afipid - potion of warm water, is 4 
practice " which our, ſtate Sarge ade 8. 
2 were capable. Tn the letter * 40. 

the, governor « of Maſſachuſet bay. there 
is indeed ſome differences; the reader, 
who is informed that the project of a 
general e of America tool 


- 
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dis tte in that province, "immediately 
fappoſes that in this ſeparate dſp 
ſome ſpecial inſtructions ate give yu 
prevent, diſſipate, or elude the opera- 
tions of this meeting ; it is neceffary to 
read this letter, to be convinced that 
in it no notice whatever i 1s taken of the 
unprecedented, unconſtitutional | and 
EE deſign, . #4 


1 . a 45 1 
5 4 x . 2 * Ig I 4 > g 


They had, at the time AX 6 this I. 
ter was written, received the fulleſt, 
and moſt authentic intelligence, chat 
ſome of the ſubjects c of England 185 ren 
fuſed obedience to an act of the le 
ture; and forced the officers to a om 
the e execution of it in America was £ eng 
truſted, to reſign their poſts. To be per- 
fectly acquainted with the means ; uſed, . 
for th attainment of chis end; to judge ; 
of the temper of the colonies, LAY of 
the ſtate of government, mY them, 11 
Appendix, No. 12. The ſtate of 
matter is ſo exactly deſcribed, in a \s 
ter addreſſed to Mr. 0 , that it is 
here referred to, though i it was not re- 
ceived 
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ceived till four days after the date of his 
diſpatch ; becauſe it might, and ought 
to have been ſeen by adminiſtration, in 

the ſame light in which it was by the 
writer of this letter. It appears from 
thence ' that the general ſcheme concerted 
throughout America was, firſt by nenace, 
or force, to oblige the flamp-officers to re- 
fign their employment, in which they had 
generally fucceeded ; and next to deſtroy the 
flamp-papers upon their arrival; that, 
having no ſtamps, neceſſity might be an 
excuſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs without 
them; and that before they could be re- 
placed, the clamour and outcry of the 
people, with addreſſes and remonſtrances 
from the aſſemblies, might procure à re- 
peal f the att. 


It was no part of the queſtion, whe- 
ther the miniſtry for the time being 
approved of the principles and purpoſes 
of that a& or not. The power of judg- 


ing whether or no an act of parliament 
ſhall 


; See Appendix, No. 10. 


alf ye 7120 into Nude not 
* the conſtitution entrüſted th" un 
miniſtry, Tu BILL or RIGHTS) 5 
it Was drawn on account of this power 
wfurped by the crown, fot it 1s moſt ex- 
preſs. againſt the exertion of it. Thie 
patriots of that age Had felt the exten 
five” effects of this diſpenſing power 3 
dad had ſcen it bring kheir religion and 
libekties! into the moſt imminent dang ger 
to prevent therefore the poffibilty 6 
avy Fytute. miniſters being ſo much 
warped from theit duty as to ſuſpend 55 
execution of the Jaw, THE BILL 

| RIGHTS' declares, that this relies 


* 


Power e of. fufpen ding of lags,, or tbe 223 


wa bt — * 


cution of Jaws by regal antharity,. wit 
the TOY of puritament} ts I gad. 0 


; But be.it it that they had i” right to 
ſuſpedd "the execution of Git" law; bez 


„„ 


cauſe they did not appr Trove” it; _ they 
Were apprized, that Hoe had arifelt itt 
America a ſpirit of oppefition to the 


PLS ES: 


whole ſyſtem of cuſtoin-houſe laws, an 


impatience of thoſe LES, which even 
Tx | LES * | "Pw the 
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tha moſt partial to the claims bf che 5 
colonies muſt confeſs to be neceſſary 
for the common good; that tbe ner- 
chants ® there think they have a right to 
every freedom of trade, which the ſubjects 
of Great. Britain now enjoy: a freedom 
which would render the colonies not 
only of no benefit, but in the higheſt 
degree prejudicial to the commerce and 
welfare of their mother- country. This 
opinion, and they did not content 
themſelves with the bare opinion, made 
it neceſſary to ſecure. the collection, not 
of a new and internal, but of old exter- 
nal duties, Which had ever been ſub- 
mitted to, and conſtantly though impere 
fectly collected; and to eſtabliſh the 


great act of navigation; which, was, the 


effect of wiſe and extenſive policy, gave 


the deepeſt wound to the trade and 
power of Holland, and acquired to 
England the maritime e e of Eu- 
rope. 


. 
7 
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But be it, that the laws of the cuſ- 
toms too were to be diſpenſed With 3 
granting that they were all repealed by 
that voice, and at that moment whew 
it was declared, that the ſalvation of 
Great=Britain depended on a total repeal 
of all cuſtom-houſ laws, and the univerſal 
extenſion of the laws of exciſe,” and there- 
fore that it was no part of the duty of 
adminiſtration to enforce the execution 
of them; ſtill there remained the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons for a ſpeedy and vigo- 
rous interpoſition : the Engliſh govern- 
ment in America was weak, precarions,' 
unable to ſecure the exetution of the com- 
mon laws of peace and good order, hifulted, 
won Theſe diforders, fo diſgraceful 

n themſelves, ſo dangerous in their 
olle dels required to be immedi- 
ately and effectually controlled; and 
would have been controlled by any mi- 
niſters but thoſe guibus patriæ falus & 
dignitas poſterior ſus dominatione & 45. 
eit, commodus fuit. 


The ſtamp- act was avowedly reject- 
ed, the cuſtom-houſe laws openly vio- 
K 2 lated, 
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lated, the. afficers menacedi inſulted 
and ſpoiled, the offenders unpuniſhed, 
and government diſſolved. Read now 
the diſpatch of the 24th of October 
which was to contain the s faler 
teſt. inſtructions; you will not find in 
it any inſtructious whatever; at Hui diſe 
tance he dogs nat think: it gaſlie to give. 
pofetrve mmſtruttzons. to; the officers, nut 
even inſtructions. to obey and to enſorce 
the laws of their country, This duty, 
which ſhould. have been the firſt object 

of his care and directions is entirely. 
omitted; the utmoſt vigour which. ho 
zecommends riſes no higher than to re- 
Pell acte of outrage, not to puniſh them, 
or to maintain and execute the laws of 
England. But even this degree of ex- 
ertion is not to be reſorted to till the 
laſt extremity; lenient and perfeafive 
' methods, the utmeſt lonity, theſe are the 
arms which he directs the governors 
and the commander in chief to oppoſe 
to the revolt Which he ſaw ſo uni- 
verſal. 


— 2 See arma, No, 4+ | wy © 9? 
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He had been repeatedly informed that 

the ſchemes of independence were form- 
ed and guided by the lawyers, and fupperted 
by the principals of the provinces :; hut 
as this encreaſed the danger of the inſur- 
rections, and the neceſſity of an inter- 
poſition, he contradicts without heſita- 
tion the intelligence in his hands, and 
hopes and expecis (which words if they ean 
mean any thing as applied to a thing paſt 
muſt mean believes that this refiftance 
to the authority of the mother-country, 
can only have found place among the lower 
and more „ ee ft the mages Inſtead 
& O ict 19 m 


* 


= 'To the « 4-4 th 8 of this 24d 1 followins 
extract ok a letter to Mr. C, dated December, 
27, 1765, and therefore ſubſequent to his letter. 
The lawyers are the ſource from vrhence the ala - 
mours have flowed, ip every province. In this gro- 
vince nothing publick is tranſacted without. them, 
and it is to be wiſhed that even the bench was free 
from blame: The whole body of merchants in ge- 
neral, aſſembly-men, magiſtrates, &c. have been 
united in this plan of riots, and without the influence 
and inſtigation of theſe, the inferior people. would 
have been quiet: very great pains. were taken to 
joue them before they ſtirred, 


See too a curious paper in Appendix, No. 1 r . 
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of that tone of authority which alone 
can enforce obedience of thoſe orders 
and directions which the dangerous ſitua- 
tion of America, and the requeſts of the 
officers there called for, the whole tenor | 
of his letters is languor and debility ; 
it is true that ſuch vague and general | 
expreſſions are uſed, as leave the writer 
at liberty to own or to difavow the mea- 
ſures which ſhall be perſued after the 
receipt of the letter; to divide with 
or take from the officers to whom it 
was addreſſed, the reputation of their 
ſucceſs; or to turn on them alone the. 
odium of a miſcarriage; and ſuch quali- 
fying words intermixed, as by a caufious 
hand are ever uſed t to prevent i if 'poltible 
ally parliamentary danger; but! it is im 
poſſible. to read it, without ſeeing that 
the 1 intent is rather to e than 
to excite the "ardour of the cers of | 
the crown 3 not 'to quell the riots of 

which he ſaw the tendency, but to clude 

any operations which might diſcourage 
thoſe diſturbances by which he meant to 
profit. If this purpoſe was leſs evident 


than 
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than it is in his diſpatches, i it is 5 put oY 
of doubt. by the declaration. which 
the fame officer is faid to have made, 
that he wauld ſooner cut off his right-hand 
than order troops to march ta ſuppreſs this 
claim of * freedom. His letter is perfectly 
conſiſtent with his declaration; and tho' 
we lament that his conduct has loſt to 
Great-Britain the hands of all the in- 
habitants of America, yet we muſt ac- 
knowledge that the right-hand of that 


— 25 een Gentleman is perfectly 


10 be convinced of the evil cies 
which theſe his diſſertations upon pru- 
dence and levity muſt have had in the 
midſt of ſo much, tumult, let us ſuppoſe, 
for A moment that the procraſtinating 
—y had ſtill procraſtinated; even 
is delay c or his neglect would have been 
leſs e to his country than diſ- 


patche | of ſo. much Caution. The 
12911 00 =" 
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officers 1 in America e ſtill, have 
5 hoped 


1 * 
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* his is expreſt doubtfully, becauſe the authority 
is doubtful, 
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hoped, that theit obedience to the laws | 
of England; amidſt the genetal'contemþt 
of them, would be efteemed a ſetvice, 
and receive encouragement and ſupport; 
they might have continued to encourage 
the loyal, and to check the violenee of 
the rebellious, by turning the eyes of 
both towards Great Britain, who would 
reward her friends, chaſtiſe her foes, 
and vindicate her juſt authority. The 
arrival of the pacquet deprived them 
even of this refource': They ſaw the 
miniſters. in England either too timid to 
enforce the law, or determined to ſuſ- 
pend and repeal it; and they ſaw there- 
fore the folly of expoſing themſelves to 
thefary of an enraged people, in ſuppore 
of an act which the adminiſtration did 
not intend to execute. If theſe GbVious 
reflexions did not immediately dert 
to the öfffcets themſelves, they were 
however ſoon ſuggeſted to tletti by the 
oppoſers of the act; for the Americans 
ſaw this condut ih its true fieft; tn that 
in which the ſ y muſt Rave "withed 
them to ſee it : They bad formed hopęs 


— 2 
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of it as ſoon as they were informed of 


his promotion; they expreſs them thus“. 
it may be worth the ſerious conſideration 
of thoſe who would oficiouſly endeavour to 
enſlave their | countrymen, to enforce it 
(the flamp-at) whether they will not be 
more likely to receive the frowns, than the 


Jmules of their ſuperiors, for their 2 
in on adious an office. 


When cherefore the diſobedient ſaw 
theſe. expectations anſwered by the 
ſ——y's diſpatch, they, who had no. 
reſtraint upon them but the fear of 
Engliſh diſpleaſure, were convinced too 
by theſe letters that they might offend 
with impunity ; when they ſaw a total 
annihilation of government ſubmitted 
to, and an avowed and violent reſiſtance 

to the Engliſh parliameat calling forth 
the utmoſt lenity, they perceived that 
the miniſtry, though they did not yet 
venture to-avow, did however approve 
their proceedings ; that they had no- 
thing to fear from their diſpleaſure, or 
| 'L from 

4 See Couftitutional Courant, No. 1. 
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from the eir orders, Without which 50 
American officer would take any deci. 
five ſtep; ; and they received from hence 
that kind and that degree of encourages 
ment which — A es could moe 


$ Os 
* to them. N 


The i intentions ; of the miniſtry are 
nano not only by the ſteps which 
they did take, but alſo from their neg- 
lect of thoſe which they ought to have 
taken, It is not always juſt to argue a cri- 
| minality of this kind from an omiſſio ion, 
but it is impoſſible not to deduce it in 
this caſe ; becauſe the omiſſion was that 
of a ſtep which the importance of the 
object, the requiſitions of the American 
officers, and the repreſentations of the 
Board of Trade had ſhewn them to be 
neceſſary, and which they had confeſſed 
to be ſo in their o + > ed | 


4 


-- 
v4 -” 


To be conviticed of this, let us ſup- 

poſe that every thing hitherto had been 
well conducted ; let us grant, that on 
the 14th of September the 1 85 by could 
5 hd not 


[79] | 
not eyen,gueſs what. he ſhould deter- 
mine on the 3d of October, concerning 
a matter, on which he had had the 
time paſſed fince the 27th of July. to 
meditate ; ; and therefore that he acted 
with all poſſible vigour as well as cau- 
tion, when, after an interval of more 
than ſix weeks, he referred the officers 
in America to a future deciſion of the 
privy council for their inſtructions; let 
us imagine too, that till the 3zd of Oc- 
tober he thought { lightly of the privy 
council, as to expect that they would 
decide on a matter too high for their 
deliberation ; and that he did not know 
that it was neither his nor their provinc> 
to debate upon the propriety of laws, 
but that it was his duty to addreſs him- 
ſelf to the execution of them. At leaſt, 
by the report of the privy council made 
on that day, his uncertainties mult have 
been removed ; they were removed ; he 
himſelf joins at leaſt in that report 
which declares that, this matter 75 "2 
per only for the con} deration of Parla- 
leut. There never had ariſen a point 
| 1 18 ö 
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which, from its importanee hoth im it 
ſelf and in its conſequences, called more 
loudly, for the intervention of that ale 
ſembly: the ſupport which might be 
elaimed from near two millions of peo 
ple was to be determined by it; and 
the queſtion whether Great- Britain has 
a right to the obedience of her colonies, 
was involved i in the deciſiong ; 


” This apart Ae e roads 6 on the 3d 
of October; by the 8th of that month 
the aflminiſteation had authentic and 
Pr tiewlar intelligence, that | the. prigci- 
P348; l reſiſtance and independence, 
W de bad, been unchecked, had, pro- 


l and, rebellion... | What now;does 
the- ceader expe from: a miniſtry, which 
Jaubtful in itſelf, and looking round 
for direction, had not hithertoſbeen able 
to receive any, hut that they; ſhould 
immediately haue had. recourſe to that 
council for which, no matter is coo highs 
from which.,the,. repeal of every Jaw 


A riſes: the 
authority 
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authority of which would ſecure obe- 
dience to it till the propriety of the re- 
peal had been conſidered, and to which 
the repreſentation of the Board of Trade 
and their own report referred them? 
The great council of the kingdom? He 
expects to ſee a proclamation, dated on 
the 9th of October, Which would have 
aſſembled the parliament by the latter 
end of November. An immediate call 
of the ſenate was the more neceſſary, 
becauſe it was reaſonable to expect that 
the diſcuſſion of ſo important a ſubje& 
would'employ ſome time; the adminiſ- 
tration could not be afſured that the par- 
liament, which had been almoſt una- 
nimous in approving the principles, and 
enacting the clauſes of the ſtamp-aR, 
Would immediately and without heſita- 
tion conſent to che repeal of it. The 
fact Is, that ſixteen days after the re- 
etipt of this intelligence, the miniſtry, 
in ſpite of the call from the diſtreſs of 
a Hole continent, from their own neg- 
lect, from theit on acknowledgments, 
adviſed the kg to prorogue the par- 


YITOHILL liament ; 


82 
liament; it was prorogued on the 24th 
of October, and on the very ſame 15 
on which they betrayed the em PFs F 
Great-Britain, by the timid dup! icity 
of the inſtructions ſent abroad, they de- 
prived her too of the aſſiſtance which 
might have been received from more 
vigorous counſels at home. | 


A conduct which can be accounted 
for only by one motive ; they had re- 
ſolved from ſpleen, faction, jealoucy, 
or reſentment to repeal an act, the ſuc- 
ceſs and good effects of which would 
Kill have encreaſed the reputation of the 

miniſter who planned it ; they —. 
that the authority and the wiſdom of 
parliament would be able even yet to 
check the rebellion of the Provinces, 
and: enforce the law; they wiſhed this 
rebellion ſhould gain ſtrength, that they 
might apply to the fears of thoſe, whoſe 
reaſon they could not hope to convince z 
they. ſacrificed to theſe views the perma- 


det intereſts, and honour of the ſtate, 
and encouraged Bia their, daa 
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and by the protogation of the: patlia- 
cent. that'refiſtance and thoſe tumults, 
which they meant to ts own 
Ane E r eher heir Bet 


; 
* 


„ Unbapply bor the | ud cheſs de- 
ſigns were but too ſucceſsful; che lots 
in America became more general, and 
more dangerous: it will appear by the 
intelligence ſubſequent to this period, 
of which I ſhall now ſtate ſome part, as 
nearly as may. be, in the order of time 
in which it is ; dated, that even their 
wiſhes could not form a ſcene of great 
anarchy than their conduct had 92 0 
in America; that they were informed 
very minutely of a total diffolution of 
every part of government, and that al 
though the ſtamp-act was the pretext, 
yet the cauſes and the objects of their 
reſentment were alſo the A on 
their trade, and their ſubjection to 
Great-Britain : theſe were really felt, 
while the ſtamp-act, which was formed 
to execute itſelf, which affected ſeareely 
any” but thoſe of whoſe ability the very 

payment 
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payment was a proof, which was con- 
feſſed by the Americans to be the moſt 
eligible of all the taxes which could he 
impoſed, and which, as it had not been 
executed, could not yet have been op- 


preſſive, was only the occafion of theſe 
inſurrections. 


This opportunity was taken (ſays the 

* writer of a letter from America) t 
bew their reſentment to every officer un- 
der the crown; and particularly to the 
officers of the cuſtoms in this port ; with 
whom they had been and ſtill continue to 
be much diſpleaſed, for their vigilance in 
putting the acts of trade in force, and 
endeavouring ta prevent abuſes of the 
fame. A letter to the (——y has this 
paſſage *; The country has grown more 
and more enflamed ; every where have been 
heard loud declarations that they would 
not ſubmit to the fanp all pon any ac- 
count, 


r See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, dated 
September 7, 1765. ; 

See letter to Mr. Conway, dated Sepember ah, 
1765, received November 4. 
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rbunb, br in any inſtance.—I obſerved that 
The wiolences of the mob had © intimidated 
home of the beſt people in the province, and 
Teft the cauſe of the king and ung 
48. without an advocate. 


Tri 10 apparent, from their racer 5 
that there is among them an intention and 
an expectation of improving the preſent ill 
humour ef the people into an actual breach 
with Great-Britain; or at left of gains 
ing ſuch a triumph over Great-Britain, 
* obliging Ber to 10 this luto under 
an actual refiftance of it, as to mae her 
1 contemptible bereafter. : 2 4 | 
he ſteps they took for this = 
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Hare pur. the att in execution, U pon Is 


governor $ appointment; ; _ we 1% ale 
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7 Sec kette: hlt Pownall, dated October i, es 


Ses lekter to the'commiſſioners of amps dated 
October 12, 1765. 


3 13 56 1. ner * 
In ale; government this... ps 
was paſted up at the door of every, Ae 
lic office, and at the corners. of the 
en; ; 
Pro Patrede:.:\ 
Te firſt man that either ribs or 


makes uſe of flamped paper, let him cake s 


care of his Lethe, perſon and effects Je. 87 


e dre. A de ene 


1 ſhall 23 . an n 
writer“) with the following obſervation, 
that if Great-Britain can or will ſu Her 
ſuch conduct in ber colonies to paſs un- 
puniſhed, a man need not be a prophet, or 
the jon.of a prophet, to. ſee clearly, that 
Her ai in N arti America is. e an 


3 3 


A as 

But whether his Majefty* 7 5 his mini 17 
ters can or will wink at and over lool theſe 
* and outra gen, and r their 
| «coloniſts 

See tees to Gal of ſtamps, dated 

. October 12, 1765; +. 


* Yee letter to commilioners of ſtamps, daigd 
November 2, 1765, 
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coloniſts to refuſe obedience to an aft 
of purliament, and alſo to declareitcille- 
gal and unconflitutional, the writer ow 
not determine. x. 220 alt 
129711" 
Britain (ſays the ſame correſpondent, 
in the ſame letter) muſt firſt determine, 
whether ſhe 1s to govern or not; and 
whether ſhe will permit us to put ourſelves 
under the protection of France or Spain; 
as many upon the continent declare they 
will toard off the ſtampact until they can 
get F rance or Spain to protect them. Abe 
ue of this aff will abſolutely determine 
Britain's froereignty in America; for f 
by theſe rebellinus methods we can get this 
A repealed, I doubt not but ſome of my 
'hildren will live to ſee a duty laid by the 
Americans on ſome things imported from 
Great-Britain. 
Ninn 16 Ar 
A perſon very well informed, and 
very capable of judging, writes thus; 
* T may imagine that the popular perry 
N . 1 


v318b „ mil. 10 2121 enn, 03 153194. 936 7? 


7 See a letter to the lords of trade, an weren. | 
e © roma 01 1 
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is greatly elated with this acceffion' of 


ſtrength, founded upon the ruins of ther 


power of government. Some of them talk 
of it with an indiſcretion that is amazing, | 
as if this town was to remain jor ever in- 
dependent of the king's government. One 

ſays, there has nat been enough done; there: 
wants more correction: another ſays, tet 
us ſee now who will ſeize merchants goods - 
what judge will condemn them; what” 
court will dare to grant writs of affitance f 
nom. Others talk as Jamiliarly of turn- 
ing out the governor, for adbering to the 
king and parliament, as they could do at | 

Rbode- * of C onnecticut. 


Tbe F or conductor of the mob 
had offered to take any kind of goods; liable: 
to ſeizure, under their protection; and 
bid defiance to the officers of the cuſtoms, © 


They bad furrounded the cuſtom-houſe, 
and demanded the perſons of the collector | 


and comptroller. 


The 
See letter to commiſſioners of cuſtoms, dated 
September 7, 1765. 
* dee advertiſement, dated September 2, 1765. 


189 1 
The riot raiſed on the iſt of Novem- 
ber, in New-Vork, was fo unprovoked, | 
and, in its conſequences, fo dangerous a 
defiance and attack on government, that' 
the account which was publiſhed of it 
by themſelves is printed in the Appen- 
dix. See Appendix, No,. 13. bal 


In this riot the lieutenant- governor 
had been abuſed, inſulted, and plun- 
dered; and major James, aſter ſuffer- 
ing the fame violences, had been 
obliged to. withdraw himſelf from their 
fury, by taking refuge on board a ſhip, 
and to leave a country, in which xo 0 
jection could be made to bim, but his dar- 
ing to put the king's fort into a flate of 
defence: againſt the ſavereign lords the peo» 
fle, as they ſtyled themſelves; and for 
which offence they reſolved to make him an 
example of their diſpleaſure. 


But (fays a correſpondent, * ſpeaking 
of a recent riot) if was defigned as an 
| 5 inſult 

d See letter to Mr. . dated December 13, 
1765. 


See letter to Mr. = dated December 18, 
1705, 


[go] 
iaſult upon the king's authority, as a ter- 
ror to. the king $ officers, and to ſhew that 
they were nothing in the 9 or the bands 


of the people. 
be fate and anarchy and confufion 


wwe are now in (fays a writer well qua- 
lified to judge) is beyond de eſeription 5 
every thing being under the power of the 
people, who undertake to govern in all 
caſes, and regulate all public affairs.—Þ 
BELIEVE THEY "THINK "THE MOST 
EFFRCTUAL' WAY TO GET TAE aer 
REPEALED, 18 10 INSULT THE Au. 
rubarry THAT MADE rr: on 
I e 
Albig and tebellious as this con 
duct a a! ppears, the danger of i it, and the 
importance of checking it, was ſtill 1 2 
creaſed by the principles which pr6= 
duced ens ms he it: theſe” may 


nenn 


\ , 
” * ' » id w 0» » 2 * 4 8 
gee letter to W of TE as hey pe 
tember 3, 1765. 
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0 mother-country, who, : in their -ftu pid 2 95 


have judged it criminal for us to become 
our oon manufatturers. 


.' Theſe are ſome of the ge prin- 
dples which they contained and diſ- 
perſed *, The public faith of the nations 
in which till now we. thought we might 
ſecurely canfide, is violated, and we rob 
bed of our deareſt rights, by the late law 
erecting a ſtamp-gſice among us. Let us 
beldly deny all ſuch uſurped juriſdiction (it 
is the juriſdiction, of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment of which he ſpeaks) we owe them 
no more ſubjection, in this reſpect, than 
the. Divan of Conflantinople.—The true 
lovers of liberty. who deteſt and abbor the 
lamp act from principle, and a certain 
knqwledge of their rights violated by that 

ct. An act illegally obtruded upon us to 
3 us of our moſt ſacred rights, and 
<h ange our freedom to flavery, by a legi- 
ture who has no lawful authority over 
us—But how came the Engliſh parlia- 
ment by ſuch @ right over us ?—Their 
power 


. . ; g a PEG e SEN 
f Conſtitutional Courant, No. 1. 
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polber (with regard to liberty and pro- 
perty) # purely lacal. Heaven defend us 
from ſuch repreſentativer.— They have 
taken upon them to deprive us of our 
rights, which are not under their yur 
A1 | 


Theſe and the like principles, which 
were conſtantly publiſhed * zo ſerve the 
* purpoſe of exciting the people to diſobedience 
of . the laws, and to ſedition, were not 
the productions of the lower and more 
ignorant of the people, but, as a perſon, 
who knew the 5 of the men, 
informed Mr. C b ſome of the 
- moſt popular PPM are hs authors of 
«theſe ſeditious papers; and have been 
countenanced by ſome of tbe judges, and 
others of the bigheſt ws pho in the govern- 
Men. 


4 


a the influence and ſupport of 
15 writers was ſo extenſive, that the 
council 


Zee letter 66815 C5, dated September 23, 
1765. received October 28. | 
v» See the ſame letter. 


[93] 
council of the province agreed That it 


was not a proper time to profecute the 
printers and publiſhers of theſe ſeditious 
papers ; the Attorney General likewiſe 
not thinking himſelf ſafe to commence 2 9 
* proſecution. 


But theſe principles were not confined 
to particular perſons, the general aſſem- 
bly of Maſſachuſet's- bay had actually 
prepared a bill enacting. That it ball 
and may be lawful to do buſineſs without 

Stamps, the act of parliament ta the cun- 
trary notwithſlanding. 


The people of Connecticut, (ſays a cor- 
reſpondent.! of Mr. C-——y's) . who are 
embadied in form, have declared pubiicly, 
that all pocver is from the people; that it is 
granted with certain bounds, that if thoſe 
en are exceeded, arms vel to 

N | ' Fhe 


See letter to Mr. C-, dated September 235 
1765. received October 28. | 
Been letter to Mr. Pownall, dared October 267 
. | 
+ See letter to Mr —. dated December 19. 
1765. 
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thi Rople; that "where thert in nh uh 
reit gn, ar in the Hampeuck, the\prople 
bond reſume bei power; ther gate they 
rekummenu, with threati aguinſt diſobes 
diencr, thut rb pubtrc officers Poul pro- 
ehed'in their bfg, voir hour ftamig : "this 


is a* formal” reſurniptioa of government by 
the people. - VIEWS by iy aug en * d\ 


RE aſſembly of New erley ried, 
nem. con. "That all" fepplier being free 
gift; for | the people , Great Britain'to 
gr ate to" bis Majeſty the property. of the 
frophe” of this colony, wirbeut their own 
 tonifout} and being repreſented, eu Be 
UnFeopithiable ; and render” uſekeſt lxgiſla- 
tion in thit' colin) in tbe moſt fantial 
pbiuii ibu vil ni yn. 
þ1 .007] ,xib 
Among the votes of the aſſembly of 
_ York/!ftands!the following ys Re- 
vel, nem ton” That it nue ifhe 
1% nen eee bis v2" greateſt 
E a53mvoeg ors Ho mot torrimmus 


dee extract from Votes of /Adietpbly! of New 
Jerſey,, November 30, 1 


Bis nwo 11901 8. 
hee extract from Vates of Aſſembly of New 


York, 


[9 1! 
greateſt inconſſtenq with the Fnown ft inn. 
ciples of. the Engliſb conſtitution, to ſupo. 
Poſe. that the honourable Houſe of Cams. 
mans of Great-Britain, can, without Alix, 
veſting. a the inbabitants & this. colony, .of 
their maſt. eſſential rights,.. grant tothe 
crown, their, or any part of their ater, 
for any purpoſe whatſoever. Seo 


Each of theſe, reſolutions.” were ac- 
een by others of the ſame nature 
and tendency, which were deſigned to 
eſtabliſh the claim of an abſolute inde- 
pendence on the Britiſh , parliament. 
That the reader may be enabled to judge 
of the ſpirit and purpoſe of them, thoſe 
of Philadelphia are printed more at 
length in the Appendix. See Appen- 
dix, No. . 
to vidmotts „n enam 
At was te a * to maintain 
.this independence, that an unprecedent- 
ed, illegal and dangerous meeting of 
committees from all the provinces was 

aſſembled at New-York; to enablethem, 
in their own expreſſion, to become 4 


75 * 10 Vm to 2 N- gi 08215 Funde 
4157 


[96] 
bundle. of flicks, which can neither be. 
bent nor broken. Other pretences weren 
given to this aſſembly, but its tendency, 
and the ſpirit of thoſe, who compoſed it, 
are wry ood deſcribed. by : a very judicious 

* They are, of various. . N 
joy Ky but it is to be feared, . (a! 
general, that the Hirit of Democracy 16 
ſtrong among them. The queſtion, is not 
of the inexpediency of the flamp-ast ; 5; ar. 
of the inability of the colonies to pe) the, 
tax; but that it 17 unconſtitutional, 4nd 
_— to their rights ; ſupporting the ; 
ndency of the provinces ; ; and pbt fo. 


: 3h 
be. eli to the leg a Joey of Great. 
Bruin. ene 0 od 4 41 7 


20 31 1 10e I 167 1 25 ts, 1013 


There was no r which | k rl 4 
mode ithe interpoſition of government 
than this: if the other inſtances of their 
ſcditiaus temper. might be called ſudden 
tumults, which built on no premedi- 
tated: dekgn, and directed only to tem- 


paxdrycpurpoles, might ceaſe with the 
bod 16221 * 8ütüre "£0 preſent 
donde let! £4 botogeye 24 ©1-2991084 16 


Hes letter to Mr, C dated November 12, 
1765 
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preſent frenzy, and leave - their traces 
only in the devaſtation they had ae 
mitted; this was more Hoſtile: in its a ap- 
peatanee, implied more of a deep aha 
dangerous ſpirit of determined revölt, . 
and by the very precedent left the moſt 
alarming conſequences: and yet al- 
though the nature, deſign, and conſe- 
quences of this meeting, v were repeatedly 
and by various hands pointed out to 
them, the adminiſtration obſerved, du- 8 
ring this Whole proceeding, a total i- 
lence ; 10 and left the Americans unte- 
ſtr: ained to form a Seneral congrels,. \ 
which, bearing the appearance of à na- 
tional, as the ſeveral aſſemblies bore of 


a provincial repreſentative, might turn 
the, eyes, affections and reſpects of the 
coloniſts from the legiſlature of Great- 
Britain to this dan RA” b:3 
«10911910 Gu £105 Une! 
Even the laſt ſtep! 61 Saga Py 
avowed rebellion . was: ventured on by 
them ; that of raiſing a regular body 
of forces to be oppoſed to thoſe which 
Englasd-ight employ.” on * 
5 


981 
n this town . (ys a perſan, on the 

ſpot). all power is in the bande f the. 
peaple; out of which, under pretence .of 
uniting two parties in the town, are 
formed t companies, under r profeſt. 
captains 3 who are ſaid. to be able ta muſ<, 
ter 400 men on a ſhort warning. Tios ar 
three gentlemen of fortune profeſs to have. 
the command of theſe bands, and it is hoped 
they have ; as. the governor (whoſe au- 
thority could not command ten men). 
and every other officer of the crown lie at 
| their. mercy 


: * % W 
- » 9 3 ( 0 4 1 * TIS 
d 4% ads > 44344 : 7 A 4 Wir 
* — 


A* NN QC) 
Ten days, or - more, „ (ays the writer 5 
of a very circumſtantial account of this 
dangerous confederacy) before the laſt 
75 November, two gentlemen, called 
richeſt, merchants, in r. towns; enter 
Fer the principal men of theſe parties, 
and reconciled them to one another, — | 
155 purpoſes, J e than burning a "ig 


x 
CREW os 0 he lars of od hos 
30% 1763. 2 c to 1010997 51) (1 16% J? 


Ses letter to the lords 4 dated November 
26, 1765. 


1 99] 

207 Hits dul 'chebrnrel be union herben 
theſe Evo baits, 10% (at a lime 4B 
the nitlitia' have refuſed to obi the capt 
general, and it has been ſaid publicly, at 
4 t0Wit-meeting, that they were not obige 
to bhey Bim are ſuid to b well tained; 
and ready to = orders upon Proper occa- 
Aont. 6\ X e V NW iN N 
Foa un born ann IVV Son 

Such Was this ſtate of government 
in the American es op 1 


e 


If ſhape it might be called, which aße had ME 
n in member, joint or limb; 
Oe, night be cles that ſhadoto ſee 10, 
7 5 * 


10 10140 TELLS TOW 


An exigence i in which the fulleſt and 
moſt particular inſtrucions, and the 
wärmeſt encouragements, were” necef 
ſary to direct and allt the officers in 
the performance of their duty? an A= 
PEI and eitobrigentent töwardg 
which they were ever turning their eyes 


and. hopes, and ever in vain. For ith 
regard to the execution of the particular 


act in queſtion, the. miniſtry ſo little 
| intended 


— — . —— 


| nd me through this” wuderneſf. Tour 


intended it, that they did not even ſend 


the common directions for ene ; 
or even copies of the ac. 


The complaints * this 1 are 
very numerous, and from different quar- 
cer) a certificate of my having taken the 
eath required by the flamp=-a# ; which 
T framed from a copy of the att printed 
Bere; there being not one authentic att 
Bere; there never were but two; and 
thoſe ſent under private” covers. I is 
Rrange ——< ſhould not have thoſe atts 
fort them by e they are "AP * 


penalties. WITH oo 


T beg Treble 15 VEpreſent ts your beg. 
Pips {fays another) that I was left * 

Vel, without any inſtructions or direc- 
vont from your right honourable board, ts 


brfbips 


> See letter to Mr. PS & dated October : 265 
1765 
ö Ses letter to lords of trade, Nate 
1765. 
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ur dſdibs will, 1 bope, ſorgivs mefargay- 


ing. that even bad not the common-te- 


tice of there being fuch' an at, as it bac 


ae been WA to nie. 
= am, —_ lords, (theſe a; are. « 
bf a third) under great difficulties, with 
reſdbect to the ſtamp-act; not having to 
«this day received the att "of parliament, 
er one ſcrape of a. pen about it; nur is 
any. Lamb paper or officer yet arrived 
Here. (This was eight days after the 


day 7285 for the commencement of the 
act) 


I fear, my lords, _ there has been an 


amiſion JSomewhete relative to this matter, 
which embarraſſes me great). 


And, to. omit ſeveral others of the 
fame, kind, even ſo late as the 1 3th of 
Neeber a correſpondent * writes thus 


to the Sous of Trade: We 155 indees 
porticular| ly lenny in th bis la | 


oO VV" + 


* See letter to the lords of trade, dated November 
9, 1765. 


=. . dated Novembuy 


1 
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with regard. to the famp-att ; ; for OT 
if there was no oppoſition given to it, if 
could not 'be put in force, as no commiſſion 
or mnſtrudions for the purpoſe are yet come to 
band, If ſent from England; and without 
them the perſon nominated di Aributor' of 
fomps could not be quali Ned to wrote the 
* were Be , inclined. 5 on __ 
But bare official inſtructions der not 
the only ones which the  occaftons and 
the applications of the officers demand. 
© 1. they had hoped, they ſtill Hopet 
to receive the ſupport and authority, 
which" England alone could give them; 
and Which was thought as neceſfary to 
reſerve. the peace of the provinces, "as 
the Yominion of Oreat-Britain. Some 
e Fed rin mgleaders inthe late 
75 (fays a correſpondent* ) vl the 


71016 


9 with impunity ; ; no "officer dares 
attack them, no attorney-general proſecute. 
them, no witneſs appear againſt them, 
and no e 5 = them; ſo it muſt 
21 anfot. Q botgb Ian 11% 62 19329] remain 


" „ Sce letter to board of trade, dated December 
I7, 1705. 
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Rot argc ar ders 4 bon this go- 
5 ernment c can give ſpall be taken. © Be 


» *©<, 4 V \ » 
* 1 1 


5 By chi you may gueſs (writes a perfoh 
of unſhaken loyalty to England) what 


late this government is in; and it js 15 


i likely to mend, ill the power and au- 


thority of Great-Britain comes to our 
relief. For this I can quote a great po- 
litician of this town, 500 1 is now at New- 
Tork, arten din 8 the congreſs there, This 
| gentleman (it is Mr. Otis of whom he 
dpeaks); has, 1 believe, contributed. more 
than, a one man whatever 70 bring ws 


into the ate of outlawory and confuſion we 


are naw. in, and now begins to be frighten- 


ed at it: before he lift this town, for 
Ne- ork, be aid to a gentleman, if 7 if the 


government at home don very ſoon fend | 


Aer ces l to keep the province, they will be 


cutting. one angthers throats from one * 


10 AK her of it, 


is 


= 
\ „ = 
- * 
+ 4 


0 2 | | Nothing 


s KK R Wo Wore 
8 1 


BY ee letter to Mr. Pewaall te October iS 
#4 2h 
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% 
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Mobing can be dane bert to enforce 
obettience to this att, (ſays a correſpon- 
dent ” bn this ſubje&t) and nothing 2% 
ban the wiſdom of partiameut can pro- 
vide a remedy for this aft of diſobediente. 
The militia is all the force the reſpertive 
governors on the continent depend o on, upon 


all emergencies ; and experience has ſbeun, 


bow varn and fruitleſs it is to beat to arms," 


when neither fficers or men wil, ( of oy 


appear. 3 dee 
It is not Lurpriſing that the Arminia 
tion did not pay more regafd to theſe 
and the like complaints, of Which the 
letters to chem are full, than they had 
done to the other requiſitions on the 
fame ſubject- They, who would not 
aſfiſt their diſtreſt and meritorious offi- 
cers even with inſtructions, could not 
be expected to ſend the more material 
ſupport of fotces. It is true, that an 


order of as Fi est was made, 


3 FF() 4 4. 


& 


as PAT RED directing 
11899133. 4 

'y Fee letter to Jones of trade, | Gated Obtober 5, 2 5 
17 FJ (31 


5; 
ger Order of council, dated St. POT 85 Od 
per 23; 1705, 
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Airecking, That orders ſhould be given o 
the:commanders of the land and ſea forces. . 
nn Amerita, for their concurrence and 2 
Stance in ſuppreſſing riots, when called 
upon by the \ governors for that purpoſe 2 . 
and it is equally true, that the lords of. 
the treaſury. ordered a circular letter to 
be written to the governors, directing 
them to aſſiſt in the collection of 
the ſtamp- duty, and to ſee that the re- 
venue received no damage: an inſtruc- 
tion exactly equal in efficacy with that 
exhortation, which the inquiſitors giye 
with ſo much charity to the civil ma 3 
trate, to take care of the unhappy vie- 
tim, whom they have themſelves de- 
voted and doomed to deſtruction. It is 
impoſſible to read the 's letter of 
the 24th of October (ſee Appendix, 
No. 4.) and not be ſenſible, that the 
governors mult have ſeen it was the ing 
tention of the miniſtry that force thould 
not be employed; and that they muſt 
expect therefore to anſwer in their own 
perſons for every, fatal, though accidental 
ponſequence, which might attend the 


O me 78 bo1eb. inns: 1 rex. 
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employing it: under theſe citcum- 
ſtances there was danger that the 
governors ſhould call upon the com- 
manders for an aſſiſtance to theit efforts, 
the ſucceſs of which gave them nothing 


to hope, while the ee 10 nn 


eee eee nel Stodri 


5 The abniaidretion e ets 4 
ſtill ſtronger ſecurity that Che ogcurrences 
in. America ſhould not be interrupted 
by torce. They thought that, on that 
continent a number of men, equal. to 
the exigence, could not be aſſembled; 
and they determined that, ng. mare 
thouid: be ſent thither. Of the former 
af theſe points che . had been j in; 
formed authentically, as he choſe to 
think, by the commander in chief of 


his Majeſty's forces in America; this 


appears: by the anſwer. which he returns 
tu that officer ; ,* eſpecially, coſidering 
abbat yon ſay of the d;jfucully, or rather 
impoſſibility of. dra wing any conſiderable 

number 


* * * 
# þ F s * 


» Sce Appendix, No. 5. 
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TY of min together ; and of rbt in- 
pructicabilitiy of attempting any thing 
Force, in the preſent di/þofition of the prox 
_ Ry 2 eee _ of wh ry 


14 W zi 6 t 90t 


„ win e appear, by a perfil 
of thoſe letters from the commander in 


chief, which are to be found in the I 


collection of papers made on this occa- 
hon, that of the zmpaſſibility of drawing 
a confiderable number of men together 
he ſays nothing: he ſays the forces are 
greatly ſcattered and divided over that 


vaſt continent, that a junction might 


be prevented by the froſt, &. but a 
miniſter who had wiſhed to act with 
vigour, ' might have given orders to act 
if the junction could be made; and it 
theſe orders had been given, they had 

been executed; for a ſubſequent letter? 


informed the f——y, that 300 men, 


Which in that country is a reſpectable 


| dcr . could bo. brought to 
Frage es \& \ * een 


YE BST 
s #45 


d See letter to Mr. C----y, dated December 21, 
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act whenever the governors ſhould ro- 


But if the iy really underſtood 
general Gage as ſtating an impoſſibility 
of drawing together a number of men 
ſufficient to attempt any thing by force, 
it ought to have been to him the ſtrong- 
eſt motive for ſending thither ſuch an 
aſſiſtance as might be equal to the ocea- 
ſion. So far were the miniſtry from 
attending to this, ſo far from ſending 
to the continent an augmentation, that 
they prevented that increaſe of force 
which the common military rotation 
would have carried thither. For the 
ume was now coming when the regi- 
ments, which were on duty i in that part 
of the world, were to be relieved 
thoſe from Ireland. About 2 500 men 
are carried to America for this Parpore 
and as the x regiments which have 
the ſtated, time of their. ſervice — 
are at the ſame time drawn down to the 


coaſt for embarkation. the > jun junction of 
; f ater " "thele, 


. 
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theſe, Which might have been made in 
any place moſt proper for the ſervice, 
would have formed a body of near 500 
men, ready and able to have reduced 
the revolting provinces to obedience; 
this reſource was ſtopped under thoſe 
pretences, Which in ſo extenſive a do- 
minion are neyer wanting; under the 
pretence of fear of ſome tumults in Ire- 
land, à reaſon which operated equally 
for;twa or three years together, theſe 
regiments were detained from America, 
where their preſence would have re- 
ſtored ſecurity to the officers, authority 
40 che laws, and n to ? Klee 
e % > Deen Doe 
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These were al the ſteps which the 


* £ & 


of their country, and to, preſerve thy 
allegiance of America, before the meet- 
in of parliament. It is. true, that Mr. 
Co y diſp atched to America two 


in 


more letters on the 1 5th. of December: A 
15 whoeyer reads them (they are in 


e No. a, and 6) will n ot 
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be ſu rprized” that no credit is given to 
2 writer of them for any attempt to 
quell by their means the gebellion in 
America; though it appeared to have 
encreaſed both in extent and danger 
from the 24th of October to the time at 
which they were written ; ; for they! ate 
addreſſed only to one province, they 
contain even leſs than his former dif- | 
patches, and, in fact, refer to them as 


containing fully his Majeſty's ſentiments 
and commands. | "I 


2 #1 214 % 1457 1 


All che intelligence has now been laid 
together, which was received after the 
24th of October, 1765, and prior to 
the meeting of the parliament ; and 
hone has been produced, which was 
received after the Houſe of Commons 
Had taken this matter into their con- 
ſideration. För by theſe means the 
reader is enabled to compare the intelli- 
gence with the conduct of the adminif 
tration; and to detetmine in What de- 
Wl they merit his apptobation or cen 
lure, as miniſters. entruſted with the 
execu- 


6 ang 1 
execution of the laws of their conntens 1 


a point very different from that, which 
is afterwards to be conſidered, the great 

queſtion of the repeal of the ſtamp- act; 
and to be determined upon very diffe- 
rent grounds. If the act was repealed 
upon juſt reaſons, it will not follow 
that the conduct of the miniſtry, before 

the repeal, was either wiſe or honeſt: 
it is even part of their crime that their 
conduct had been ſuch as to make the 
repeal” appear neceſſary to thoſe who 
repealed it, For, from the intelligence 
which has been produced, it appears, 
that they had not only omitted to exe- 
cute thoſe clauſes for the relief of. the 
Ameri: ans which muſt have facilitated 
the reception of the ſtamp-act; but 
FAR. to. ſend thoſe official inſtructions 
with 10ut. which it was impoſſible that 
a ſhould. be executed at all: they had 
170 the laws of Great-Britain, not on- 
y the law j in queſtion, but thoſe of cuſ- 
toms, and police violated and rejected; 
her officers inſulted ; her authority con- 

temned; and her government diſſolved; 
of * 


nnn 
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wulle the independence of the colomes 
Was aſſerted by popular publications, 
provincial aſſemblies, and the ſtill mote 
dangerous ſtep of open reſiſtance: they 
had locked on, while to maintain this 
independence, an American ſenate was 
formed, which might receive the reve - 
rence due to the parliament of England; 
and while a regular force was embodied 
to ſupport their pretenſions; and in- 
ſtead of checking ſo dangerous and en- 
creaſing a revolt in its firſt and feeble 
| beginnings, they had continued and 
eneteaſed theſe evils by their neglect and 
cCbunivance; and that they might, by 
repealing the act, detract from the me- 
rits of the preceding miniſtr y. effect an 
union with Mr. Pitt, and ſecure their own 
continuance in office, they had ſacrificed 
tlie reputation, * and intereſts 
of * 
| oi is impoſſible not to ſee that Kh 
Was their deſign, becaufe their conduct 
was fach as could be produced by no 
_ motives; and was the reverſe of 

8 that 


(13) 

that; which was dictated by common, 
prudence: and a regard for their -own 
reputation and ſafety ; becauſe it was 
foretold to them, both by. the Ameri- 
can officers and by the board of trade, 
that thoſe dreadful effects which did 
follow in America, would be the con- 
ſequences of that conduct; and becauſe 
too, at the period we now ſpeak of 
the meeting of the parliament, they ac- 
ee did ply — to chat ang 


* * fact, all * motives what had 
hitherto influenced them to this conduct 
were increaſed- in ſtrength : the tenure. 
by which they held their offices was 
grow ſtill more precarious z the hand 
which had planted could no longer 
protect them; and deſtitute as they 
were of reputation, experience or abi: 
lity, and looking round with anxious 
diſmay in ſearch of ſome ſupport, they 
ſaw. none but in the deſtruction of the 
meaſures of their predeceſſor, and in 
an union with the great commoner. 
That gentleman had retained ſome de- 


_ gree 
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gree of popularity, for he was not yet 
a peer; this would give them an ap- 
ance at leaſt of ſtrength ; and he 
was ſufficiently converſant in- buſineſs, 
to free them from the ridiculous diſtreſs 
of being obliged to aſk aſſiſtance from 
every one whom chance threw in their 
way. But an approximation to this 
perſon was not eaſy ; ſome of them'had 

forſaken him, and given him reaſon - 
for that mixture of contempt and diſlike 
which he expreſſed pretty freely of them 
all: but he had declared his diſapproba- 
tion of the ſtamp- act; they approached 
bim with that total ſubmiſſion to his 
ſentiments, which ſeldom fails of plea- 
ting, they entreated his protection, his 
diterett” required that all the capital mea- 
Aren US 12 fe ormer miniſtry ſhould be 
Hoi bt Wrong. he gave them therefore 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ris Nittince on this queſtion, which 
was fo intereſting to them as miniſters ; ; 
and their ſubſequent behaviour has 
gained: it in a fin greater degree; he 
has conſented to an union with them; 


aud England, if ſhe has loſt America 
* by 


11151 
by t is 80 intrigue, i 18 12 happy 
as INN have purchaſed, by that ſmall Heli 


fice, an adminiſtration compoſed ol 


lord C——m and | his adopted children. 


zibb 2NOTHSOMIES 


uod ſi non aliam venturo Tn Ag 
Inventre Van — * 2 
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—— Calumque ſuo / tonants... * 
Non niſi ſavorum potuit poſt bella ee 6 
Jam nihil O. ſuperi querimur, ſcelera ipſa nefaſque. 


Hic ercede Placent. 


oy 


But, notwithſtanding their confi- 
dence in this powerful auxiliary, the 
miniſtry were well aware, that if the 
queſtion was to be debated on the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, policy, or public ad- 
vantage, they could have no hopes c 
ſucceſs. Nothing therefore remain & 
but to purſue thoſe meaſures which they 
Bat d practiſed, fo long, and in Which 
t eir American friends had given them 
ſuch effectual aſſiſtance; and to apply 
to the fears of thoſe, whoſe judgments 
they could n not hope to convince. 


1093 21. ſt 


: L } 
211m H tf offi u barg ho 


11161 
5 "The American merchants had written 
Zhat no dry goods may be ſent out to then, 
wn: eſs the flamp-att is repealed ; and fone 
e '/o far as to fay, that they will not pay 
* debts b but ' upon | that condition. N 3 
"This ſcheme (ſays a very intelli ben 
correſpondent) i calculated folely to 
influence the people in Englond ; and ſhould 
it be executed, the People in America will 
pay an extravagont price for old moth- 
eaten goods, and ſuch as the merchants 
Could not otherwiſe ell. The nert bants 
"may h hewiſe bave views of ; getting goods 
73 that cafe e from Holland and other foreign 
1 . the mob can deter the euſtom- 
A Her, on attempting to do their 
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730 hoy e 20rote many"* lirters ts bei 
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25 Nee n in a better t Mr. O. y, 
dated December 13, 51765. 893 at Fri; xp 
⁊ dee letter to Mr. . dated — 21, 
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tbrom the blame upon the unruly populace; - + 

magnifying the force and determined reſa- 6. 

lution of the people to oppoſe the execution 

of the law by every means; with a view 

to terrify and frighten the people of Eng- 

land into a repeal of the act. And the 
merchants having countermanded the goods 

they bad wrote for, unleſs it was repealed, 
.they make no doubt that many trading 
.fowns and principal merchants in London 


will affiſt them to "One? their ends. \ 


Their expectations were well ground-= 
ed; many. trading towns: and principal 
- merchants in London did affiſt them to 
accompliſh their ends; but the miniſtry . 
took the lead, and employed for a0 
purpoſe every engine in their power : 
every body remembers the induſtry with - - 
. which, all. their, writers and orators of 
every ſhape and ſize endeavoured to de- 
preciate the rights of Great-Britain; 
and to exalt the privileges of the free- 
born, virtuous and independent Ame- 
-ricans3! their union and their ſtrength 
were repreſented as irreſiſtible, and their 
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employing theſe in n 
Er ee heroic. t 
0 When, it was hoped, ie 10 'of 
the people were prepared by theſe de- 
clamations, petitions were ſollicited by 
their agents from ſuch of the manufaci 
turing towns as they could hope to in- 
fluence; a regular ſociety of American 
merchants i in London was formed for 
this among other purpoſes; this ſociety, 
ſupported and aſſiſted by government, 
became ſo ſucceſsful, as to claim at 
length the ſuperiority; they obta:ned 
it; und the counſels of the kingdom 
Vor guided, not by the enlarged maxims 
of general policy, not by confiderations 
"even-of permanent and extenſive / 
mereial intereſts, but by the tempor 
and partial vie dvs of a junto of intereſte 
ttatlers held at a tavern. Now that 
Hhe ferment raiftd on this occaſion has 
dubgded, one can ſcatcely believe this 
fact, though ſo recent and authentic; 
or Ar ſuch means and inſtruments 
| 3 as as they id produce, 


the 


| [' 129; J | 
the repeal of the ſtampract.. For it was, 
in vain that, to the popular panic, query. 
argument was oppoſed, which the prin- 
ciples gf, juſtice, of the conſtitutions, of 
policy, even of intereſt could furniſh, 
It was, in Vain that thoſe,, who were ſo 
unpopular. as to defend the cauſe of 
Great- Britain, urged that the ſtamp- act 
hag paſed upon the moſt general and 


acknowledged grounds of Whig policy, 
that ſupport on the part of the ſubject, 


is. due in return for protection on the 

rt. of, government; that taxation 
Sava be extended over all the parts of 
2 ſtate, in proportion to the relatiye 
ability. ſaved in each, If, ſaid they, 
we examine the arguments . which the 
Americans would prove their right e of 

emptian, we {hall ſee. that the admiſ- 

ion of them diſſolves at once the. con- 
ſlitution of our country: if the legiſlas 
ture has no power but over thoſe, who 
vote for che election of the members 
Which form one part of it, not only all 
dur polls ons in Aſia, Africa and Amg- 
Fifa, 76 ene from: any, Wecken 


20 
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| es ce Es dh trade revenue and polireʒ 
pafteck in England:; but even nineteen- 
twentieths of the inhabitants of 'Greats 
Britain are releaſed from their ſubjec- 
tion; and entituled to return toꝭ that 
mige freedom on which every reſtrle· 
tive Taw is an uſurpation. But it is not 
from its abſurd and pernicious conſe- 
ſuences alone that we prove the falſe- 
ny of this maxim ; it proceeds from 
an ignorance of the nature and powers 
of our conſtitution. The Commons of 
reat-Britain, aſſembled i in Parliament, 
are re not only the repr̃eſentatives of tlie 


* 


counties and boroughs who depute 
em, but of all the commons of the 
1 9815 3 they are entruſted with the in- 
eerclts,” a a bel to guard the liberties, 
relieve the burthens, and redreſs the 
Sripvances o of the whole kingdom; there 
5, 0 aft of it but is entituled to their 
rote. ion, there is none therefore whith 
"Ie cxernpted from their authority; the 
contrary doctrine dimintſhes their uti- 
ty, degrades their character, and re- 
ducecs them from the honourable” and 


* extenſive 


6 


18 
extenſve-office of being the guardian 
and counſellors- of a whole kingdom, 
to that af burgomaſters for. a petty, 
ſometimes an uninhabited borough. IE 

is one of the firſt duties of thoſe, to 
whom this important truſt is committed 
to execute it, and eſpecially that un- 
pleaſing but neceſſary part of it the 
power of taxation, in the moſt i impar- 
tial manner; it is this alone which can 
induce the ſubject te bear with patience 
the burthen of impoſts: will you not 
then betray the truſt of your conſtitu- 
ents, if you ſuffer any part of the peb- 
ple to force an exemption from thoſe 
taxes which the public exigencies re- 
quire to be impoſed on the whole; and 
will you not deſtroy that confidence on 
which all nn is founded? 5 


2 


15 The diſtinctions — have been 

made on this ſubject are not W 

; grounded 3 The parliament has the right 
_ of impoſing external, not internal duties: D 
Andi it will be proper to, Jay on the Ameri 


n cant cue bur then which the hand « of 
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VIH nnd power 


L 

{omen cum impoſe, i they Poul ae | 
4e became manufatturers. Theſe ſenti- 
ments have been delivemd and received 
as maxims; but the difference between 
the right of impoſing internal and exter- 
nal duties is merely imaginary, grounded 
en no principle of juſtice or policy, 
contradictory to the claims of the Amo 
ricans, whole reſolutions * afſert their 
exemption from all duties nat impoſed' by 
themfeboes; and is treated as an idle 
diſtinion by Mr. Otis, the. choſen 
ebampion of American privileges. Tho 
other maxim, that af forbidding manu 
Lackures. ſeems. a much greater and lefy 
able infringement of the rights 
claimed by the Americans, than tho 
mpeg on them a tax for their own 
defence, is with difficulty to be reſalved 
into any principle but that of power; 
and. mut be very uncertain in its extent 
and operation; Wbereas that of the 
Famp'act is founded. in juſtice, and af 
cepfain and acknowledged extent and 
application. 1 Sint tnomattiidetis 
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The ability of America, to raiſe thils 


proportion of the ſum neceſſary for their 
oven defence, admits of no doubt; the 
preſſure of debt upon them, of which; 
as of a popular tapic, they have made 
ſotne uſe, was at the end of the war 
not quite 2, 600, oo 7: it. ĩs already re- 
duced to about 967,000 7, and the 
greater part of this will be paid off in 
tro or three years by funds provided for 
_ purpoſe. The whole ſum · expected 
obe raiſed by the ſtamp-duty was 
— a year; the irepartition of 
this upon 1, 300, doo people, at 'which 
the :loweſt computation eſtimates the 
+pteſent inhabitants of that countty, 
would not draw from teach perſon more 
than half the value of à day's labour in 
America. England has even furnifhed 
them with reſources to raiſe the revenue 
ſhe has required; the hounties given to 
them on two or three articles alone 
ud enable them to ſupport the | new 
impoſitions; and the increaſe of the 
_<eſtabliſhments there furniſhes them 
Wr enocher fund, which glone-would 


more 
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mord than balance the acobunt pit nis 
ſufficient to mention this, forlit id not en 
this ground that the Americans wiſhito 
ſtand; they do not. plead . poverty, hut 
privilege; and have reſted theit cauſe, 


not upon their inability to ſupport, haut - 
- their right of exemption from an, Eng- 


_ 8 ten ne H 


5 Dun Jung d 4 d WN oſt 
Fore The manner in which the refiſtanee 
has been exerted, proves ſtill, | 
ſtrongly the neceſſity of oppoſing it 
With firmneſs. Riots in the capitals of 
ide provinces, perſonal. attacks on gur 
officers, inſults on. our. gavernment, 
ſe are the actions by which they, have 
Accompanied. and. ſupported thoſe reſo- 
Meg of their aſſemblies , which G 
| claimed our authority. 1 e 
partial as they are to the America 
have themſelves acknowlndand thay in 
_theſe, circumſtances .it, would. bs di- 
graceful, and it is impoſſible tor rep 
hg act. Read, in the diſpatches pf 
Mr. C-—y,, who will not be ſulpeched 
A aſſerting the rights of Gteat-BPritzin 
Se. 3 ul 
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in too high 4 tone, this point deten- 
mined. 


He directs the oficers to . 
Projent to them the dreadſul conjequerits 
| that muſt inevitably attend. the jortible 
und violent EEE 0 a 1 Britt 
enn 1.164 TOR 


Az ag mat 0 ̊ne ys wot ads 
He aſſures them that hir Majeſty cun- 
not permit bit own dignity and the aut ho- 
rity of tbe Britiſb legiſlature to be frams 
Fhed on by force ay WERE? NIC IO 
N ede 2 141 
” Neither ibi bis Maiefly Schere 
gbr, or his ſervants adviſe, under '#hy 
tircumlances, that the” reſpect HU Ir 
Aut to parliament, and which is ner? 
for the — good of the whole Bai 
ſhould” any where be male"s 
> Fo 1 and dang ngerous 1 


a HI LN $4.3 TY * 
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the diſreſpect to parliament, 'the''vis= 
+lent reſiſtanee to acts of the Britiſh _ 
llature, and thoſe outrages, by w 

mey were fupported, have been con- 
2 the Ailgraee ele- 


fore 
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fore and the danger are proportionally. 
encreaſed, and thoſe ſentiments. which. 
then animated him are ſtrengthened too 
it is impoſlible therefore that the miniſe 
try can, without, acting in dire con 
tradiction to themſelves as well, as ta 
their duty, propoſe that the reſpect due 
to parliament ſhould be made a ſacrifice 
to local and dangerous prejudices. To 
wake this ſacrifice will deter both fu- 
ture miniſters from forming any ichemes 
for the public utility, which may EX= 
poſe them to be ſacrificed to combinay 
tions of private intereſt, the clamour of 
multitudes, or the malice, of, faction; 
and. future officers from exceuting ads 
of, parliament, for and in that country; 
and will contribute to the ſucgeſs af the 
deſign which the moſt deſperate of, the 
coloniſts | have formed to make Great 
Britain contemptible, by, extorting. 9 ne: 
peal ¶ an act ef parliament during an acr 
tual reſiſtance ts its execution: a repeal 
which will either. abrogate in, effect all 
other laws and ſtatutes relating to ous 
colanics ; or At: leaſt greatly; n 
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tlie dfmeulty of enforcing them, as wel 
ab pöſtpoͤne it to a ſeaſon, whe the 
ſtrength of the colonits as well as their 
claims of independence being augments 
ed, tlie ſituations and diſpofitions tos 
6f the other powers of Europe may be 
fuchlasdto ne the conteſt far more 
ener, ee eg on 
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Theft, ral the a arguineits 


which-were drawn from all the "great 


and Iftereſting topics with which the 
Td ab dufds, were ſcarcely heard, 
Roy Wal resſbn only which ſpoke : "the 
tümütt of popular fear expreſſed itſelf 
in toud&t terinis, and was more attended 
to. The Arheticans had withdrawn 
Hei commiſſtönis; they threatened ts 
Withkrold the payment of their debtstz 
the Art of theſe was an illegal and hof 
re combination to diſtreſs our marta 
facturers, ſtep rather allowable in an 
Equal when in a ſtate of war, than in 
fubjects WhO pretend to be in peace: 
Ale THE was ſuch" breach of private 
Jace id ot practiſed even ay tingdask 

R 2 war 


[xs 
ee  commerda] Malays 
and bow of them means hiho 

alkyays be be, 1 ou be the, uner- 

cans to Wie, would hereaftzr. be rex; 1 

curred to with an aſſurance, of ſucgeſs 2 

and 175 theſe reaſons, which would. 

habe mage it diſgraceful and yowiſe.ta 
hive” biven \ way 1 in an indifferent matter, 
operated ſo ſrongly on the multitude 

that they perfwaded them we qughy 1 0 

recede iti the juſteft cauſe, and from 

the*Rrongeſt ground, Petit were 
obtained, F r PIs Yr 

the: tek clamorous, the . 

tiy;' inteteſted an factipus e 

ed eto | their own purp oles 1 

aflee and the clamours 1 1 04 

raiſed; and the legiflature Wich — k 

Ano PWR * . and, 

lefilty to che Colonies: "which dem 

the ampleſt tetürns of gratitude 750 and, 

obedience; 9 * a bin = the repeal, 


of the ta acl * 
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De conduct of the late adminiftr 
his: gow” hben ſtated Rc 0 ate 
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vauthers f dr is time to examine. the” 
merits of it With regard to the co 


to- Amoricu; and to Great; Britain, 
of that adminiſtration, 10d 
be underſtbod to ſpeak generally; I do 
not pretend to be lifSrined b y what part 
of it the toutifels were plained it is 
55 left to them to divide in the 
roper' proportions that praiſe to which 
be he pubic ſhall think them entituled. 
If they f for the f—n department , 
Was on che hand, | I defire to charge 
hitti'6nly with being the hand; though 
to the ſtate he is bee for tha 
pt Mn of chole 515 by which! his des, 
lent is conducted; a weight which; 
be Has With great prudence and caution; 
contrived, 15 it be poſſible, to ſhift on 
other ſhoulders, by a ſtratagem exactly 
equal v with that on much fatter come: 
mander, who. prudently withdrew When 


he Had led bis raggamuſins where they. 
ets + {ohon 


8 "The firſt 8 thei Ararat 
it a name which ſhould never be mixed 


amid 


attiid the tumult of party boftteflo und 


vate. ſentiments of the: monatch ſRotld 


his Real ſhould be ex preſſed with 


% 


which T mention with reluctance though 
it is to recall to it that reverence which 


is its due, and which the behaviour of 


the late adminiſtration has tended" ſo 
much to diminiſh. It is che great atl- 
vantage which limited and mixed mo- 
narchies have over thoſe of à more deſ- 
potic caſt, that in them {thee "are "To 
many intermediate ſubordinate 

between the king and his people, that 


the love and reverence, which for the 


public good it is expediefit tic fhibuld 
poſfeſs, may always be retained to Rim. 
To this: Etid it is neceſfary that the pti⸗ 


not be g quoted at all; and that thofs of 


moderation and dignity equity removed 
from the vehemence of any party, th 


he may continue t0 all 5 object f 


/cneratip 3 The late adminiſtration 
ended ag a aint both theſe parts parts of tie 
duty: a8 ARG 311 I] Ts 11 218911 11341 
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belt Wanld. perhaps be unjuſt to rg 
proach, them with.the effeminate, nf 
certain, and even ungrammatical, ex 
preſſions in which, they, cloath the ſeng 
timents which they attribute to thęir 
{ayereign ;. ſo different from that plain 
_ und, natural ſtyle which ought to con- 
vey the commands of an Engliſh. king ; 
becauſe it is probable. that. they uſed on 
this ache the a . in theit 
Wer. 00 20 bt | * 7:45 WwI3SE 
a5 widnty on i el 
But they are to be. told, that to ger ö 
— — as ſurpriſed, and, a5 
vighly,.f 5 ouoked (ſee Fr e 3 
and. 5) ot a proof of th cir KngW- 
edge, of . the duties of a dminiſtration. 
ren deni an be 
5 . Fa mixing of, 1 
5 


royal e which h he ia 


v. Xii. C hap. 2 TY” eſt un grand 1 re o 
1 15 e nau voir 4 2 & Jane rad, 


| 50 ia got, more exactly 3, 1 DON 
their diſpatches, if he h ad read I 
Un min fire nalbabil.—ne Kalt vous dire 
* vous ecrire %. ce 7 ff que le prince 1 
Ja. 


VT 
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luctance that he lifts his hand to punith 
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Fact, qu'il eff furpris, qu'il melrra ordboe. 
The reaſon of the impropriety of this 
Kind of ſtyle he had given befere, Dan: 
nos monarchies toute la felicitè ronfefte dans 
Fopinion que le peuple a de la douceur du 
The king is the father 
of his people, and he views their errors 
and their crimes with that compaſſion 
with which parents regard the miſton- 
duct of their children; it is with fes 


and it is not the being provoked, it | 
the neceffity of preventing greater evils, 
i is Juſtice, it is his paternal care | 
his obedient fubjects, which draws fror 
—5 any mark of correction and chaſtife: 
" is by this character that kd 
— the reverence of his op 
and therefore to attribute to hin 206 
letle paſſions, which may Wale K 
ſome times agitate the minds of His 
miniſters, is to diminyh his digui * 
the confidence which his ſubj ects s placy 
in him, and the happineſs of Ke peop ple, 
This is ſo ſelf-evident that I doubt not 
the . himſelf will be che firlt ts 
acknow- 


1 133 J | 
e it; and to confeſs that ie 
could not, without betraying equally 
the truth and his duty, repreſent 1¹ 
. as h1ghiy provoked; a 


* 4 


"- Due this was not the MY indent in 
which they miſrepreſented the ſenti- 
ments of their ſovereign : when they 
were to influence by authority thoſe 
whom popular tumult could not terrify 

conſent to the repeal of the ſtamp- act, 
go had recouric to the name of the 
—; aſſuring thoſe who would hear 

15 0 — , wiſhed. 1 
The pa part of — 


85 e 
pfeſed for the relief — 4 be held out 

the obje& of the gratitude of. his-peos; 
ple ; but to quote this authority, andita; 


. 


riſa! de thereby this reputation for the 
promotion of th their SR PALEY PLLA 


Was 
il 


— xs OA og ae — 
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was.a conduct neither ſuggeſted. by. duty 
to.their ſovereign, nor by regard for the 
conſtitution ::; this reſerve would have 
been, neceſſary, had the opinion of the 
been that. which they attributed 
to him but it is certain that they; falſi- 
tied as well as, proſtituted the ſentiments 
of the ——: it is certain, although 
when contradicted. on this ſubiect by 
;thoſe who, could dp it with, authority, 
they endeavourcd, to avoid, the diſgrage 
of this contradiction by an expedient bor- 
.rowed from their only ſchool of, buſi- 
neſs, thoſe clubs of gaming in, which 

gentlemen do not truft the: unwritten 
wards, of gentlemen, and demanded;in 

Hine the words, of their ee ie 9 


4 . morda were the carnitine 


of, his wildom and love for his people; 


careful of the ſafety of all his ſubjects, 
he wiſhed, to unite them all by the 
bands of mutual ſupport, and by, a 
gommunity of duties as,j well a8, of 
rights. They can claim no merit p 
pace the CO ej OR by their axtifices 


Seats Pre- 
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prevented che execution of that royal 
wiſh! but muſt with terror lock for- 
ward to that hour, for it will come, 
When Auguſtus, grieved with the re- 
fnembtunee of che only loſs which can 
obſfcure the glories of his ſucceſsful 
reign, ſhall demand from them a reſti- 
tution, not of a province, but of an 
empire! more ' extenſive than that of 
Rome; nöt of three legions, but of 
Whole nations of een corey a 

tod ite Gn 

Stop hey aper Reeves to deſerve = 
Jolie the thanks of the Americans, 
whole preſent intereſts they have pro- 
wette and of whoſe privileges they 
are the à vel patrons; and yet there 
are many reaſons which may induce 
"thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the 
true intereſts of that country, to think 
that they have not been ſerved by the 
late project of emancipation. If it is 
true, as it has hitherto been pretty 
generally thought, that the good of each 
Part is inſeparable from that of the 
| "whole, their intereſts are involved in 
1 82 thoſe 
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thoſe-of the. whale: empire, and dhe 
müſt:themſelves be hurt by their partial 
auamptions. on 0 to. egquit on 

24 2401 0g 50203D on 1849 i NWe©o 
elf it is the intereſt of colonies, ſormod 
of ſuch. various and diſcordant materials; 
to berattempered; guided encouraged, 
or reſtrained by their common parent; 
the being ſet looſe from that tie, and 
encouraged to reject the authority uf 
that parent, will have material ani 
immediate ill conſequences. It is true, 
that the Americans, under the ſhade and 
: protection, of Great-Britain, have made 
rapid: advances in population, com- 
merce and wealth; but are they ſufſſ- 
ciently ſtrong to flouriſn without her 
care j or to ſupport, I will not ſay her 
reſentment, but her neglect? The 
provinces on the American continent 
have been ſo. divided i in principles,! len- 
timents and manners; ſo jealous of the 
. progreſs of each other in ſtrangtll. ooo 
merce and riches, that they have rf 
been unable to ſorm an unicm equal to 


their own gefencg. 1Khein fantierz on 
. both 
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hath fides are extenfivey and therefore 
afrly;attacked ; they haye no fortreſſes, 
no ſhips of force, no marine of their 
own; but muſt depend upon the Eng- 
li navy to keep at a diſtance from 
them thaſe dangers which they are una. 
dle tu repelli: the Indian nations, r&- 
gueed-as they are, are ſtill formidable 
$0:therp ;:3t was: by the Engliſh arms 
that their inroads -fince the peace have 
been checked and prevented; thoſe 
arms of the expence of which the colo- 
Nmiſts have refuſed to pay any proportion: 
2nd yrt they may again want the pro- 
tection of that government which they 
Have rejected; and they may call tio 
Aae for the efforts of that Wartnth ef 
1affeQtiony which ſuch a partial exemp· 
2fion tends to alienate from them 
MSNAo0 O60 112114 no (22117014 
It tends wo eee fre cheats 
2aMeRion,- from which tbey have fe- 

reed ſuch advantages, that they have 
ern repreſented to have ſome peculiar 
rlhaims to 4 freedom whieh they" pur- 


"ghafed'by peculiar fortitude ;''a repre- 


Oo ſentation 


r 
ſentation which is moſt untrue.” We 
| have been told, that having fe? to rh 

runtry tum our oppraſion, their migras 
tion to America, as it argued in ther 
love; ſo it gave them a title to: frees 
dom ſuperior to that of their fellow 
ſubjects ho remained in England. But 
to eſteem the Americans our brethren; 
and to wiſh that they may deſerve and 
poſſeſs all the ſweets of civil and felit 
gious liberty, which Great · Britain en 
joys, does not make us forget that they 
received theſe bleſſings from England, 
and depend on her for the continuanee f 
them. The truth of the latter uf theſe 

propoſitions is obvious; the proof 6f 
the former would be eaſy but invidious; 
for the hiſtory of theſe colonies is · not 
involved in that cloud of fable which 
hangs over and aggrandizes the origin 
of more antient nations! it word not 
be difficult" to give a detail of the eſta- 
bliſiment of each; and it would appear 
from that detall that there are few af 
them who! could chaim an) Heredrtury 
nn privileges. Of thepatrive 


coloniſts 


1191 
calpniſts, of New - Vork it is 0 far from 
being true that Zhey fled from aur opprofs 
Hen, or greu by our neglects. that they 
were Dutch ſubjed acquired by our 
arms, and received, by a formal ceſſion 
from Holland in 1667, into our protee- 
tion. Of the Virginians, whoſe 7%. 
lutions were the alarum- bell to rebel - 
lion, and who have been eſteemed the 
great patrons of American privileges, 
it may be ſaid with truth, that all the 
inhabitants of that colony did not re- 
tire thither from motives of religion and 
virtue; and that ſome of them at leaſt 
were removed to that place, not by the 
oppreſſion but the mercy of the govern- 
ment of England. Nor is this peculiat 
to the colony of Virginia, for I find in 
one of the American newſpapers, dated 
Boſton, September 2, 1765, that one 
of thoie patriots who had been the moſt 
active in forcing from Mr. Johnſon 4 
reſignation. of his ſtamp-office was a 
Foreigner (by which name I ſuppoſe 
they do not yet deſcribe an Engliſhman) 
who had been tranſported from England 
Rigolos 5 | is 


[us] 
to America. sach“ a detail would be 


Alec Vontempt; and inſult on _—_ 
Rita, with which the writing bf ill 
cumtry haveiabbunded ; it wit How! 
ever be more temperate only td Yay; 
that-admitting-that to be true of all 
colonies,” which ig perhaps true only't 
the New-England governments, that 
the: ſctilers of ＋ retired hier! te 
enjoy'thatilibetty of which à monarcl 
of arbitrary principles was endeavouring 
to deprive them at home; yet leſs p Ira : 
is due to thoſe'who fled from bl dan 
ger, than to thoſt WhO had ht cbu- 
rager eu abide ii. If their flight argued" 
inſthem a lone ef frerdom, their coun 
teh men vb remained in England fhews | 
ed chyiheir actlens an equal love of ity” 
ſupported wit mbre' reſolution and 
ſurcelz z/ they took arms to oppoſe. the” 
tyamny from fWhich' the others fled" 
averted it by the evil war, und Abo- 
liſhed it by the revolution, In theſe 

tuo hazardous enterprizes, Uildbridhbn 
fot the cave of liberty, the colores * 
- Sov" A At 71 5% * n wi] tobe 

6-4; 74 | p 
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Pin part; they followed in both ths 
vrtunes af the, mother-country's.|ghe 
PAR of which diffuſed the advantages 
99 1 their ſueceſs to the infant colonies 
eir ſettlement and the coloniſts 


8 have neither ſhewn any pegus 
ir Mich 


ent, nor can be entitled to 
any of thoſe ſuperior claims to freedom, 
have been ſo invidiouſly and 
falſely made in their behalf; | but.owe 
every branch. of the liberties of Engliſhs- 
men to the, community of rights, which 
they, are entitled to as long as they te- 
e in, chgt ſubjection 0 England, to 
was b they are  boupd by the; tine gf 
re juſtice, and intereſt . In faust 

the, rights to Which they have a juſt 
claim, are rendered precarious by placing 
em qn; the ground, on which ſoms 
of theigiqapr udent advocates in England 
hayę cancurred with ſame of their ahve 
Mie {P place n. 1} * ins 


ET 8. bed 
"he þ franghiſes, of. Great-Britnini . 
pita, agg preſeryed for all the ſub - 
jeds of the realm by the ſame power 

T which 
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which defined and obtained them; for 
it was not by the flight of a few Plyg 
mouth adventurers, but by the coura 
and conſtancy of the people of Exglany 
that the freedom of our conſtitution \ was 
defended: the bill of rights, "the aft of 
ſettlement, on which all our liberties 
depend, are not the reſolutions of a 
aſſembly c of coloniſts, but the acts 0 
an Engliſh parliament. As our liber= 
ties were eſtabliſhed, ſo they : are Nell | 
protected by the legiſlature of Great- 
Britain; it is as claimants under this 
title, and ſubjects to this power, that the 
Americans have ever enjoyed and kit 
enjoy them; a claim and title which 
cannot exiſt in thoſe who reject its au- 
thority : the cauſe therefore of the c co 
loniſts ab their rights, are betrayed by 
thoſe who withdraw their de pendence 
from the ſux preme legiſlature, 85 teach 
them to bel upon the precarious and 
feeble ſupport of a * MPN aſſembl y. 


re Americans itch owe it to the 
connivance and 8 of 2 ; 


nl i ih 


- 
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lat ni füſtry, that their people have 
been blooded with the prey of Tedition'; 
7750 they have been taught to obtain 

fupport by by other means than induſtry, 
and privileges by other means than obe. 
Hence; but whether the exciting and 
nde this temper will conduce to 
* happineſs of that continent, either 

in che ſeveral provinces, or conſidered 
5 a common empire, is to be referred 
o the judgment, of the, wiſe and loyal 
of, the coloniſts : * 4 judgment which 
they have already expreſicd ; for all the 
mmericans are not to be involved in 


ole accu ations of diſobedience, which 
T 


ave cen proved, on ſome. There babe 
! N 1 
eyer been among them men of witdog 
and r moderation, well acquainted ,w —4 


and attached to the conſtitution, of their 


wa, hee 5} 3 


count Y 5. and though ſome. of thele, 


driven as exiles to fees] Hangs 
neg lefted 3 in that kingdom for che cau = 
W 


2075 


hich they ſuffer ; there are yet 
ny others, who wait only, till the 
fit gult 0 t of popular A paſt, to 


avowy 
du! 


U "4 In 
2 385 1 rinciples, ande que 
83 bo! alien bi aan odds 
d ods. 4 0 bluq od: Noc ao 10d 
10 full ok -1 hey may at brit fight- | 


: 


be thought; the defire gf preſent, eaſe: 
is che common feeling of man, and che 
bolk of the people are ſo e guided: 
by their feelings, that there is, ſcarcely 
an itiſtance of their ſubmitting; to im 
poſts, however effential to their in: 
tereſts or even to their ſafety, from any 
motives but thoſe of neceſſity. „Le 
Americans exerted only on a fimilar oc» 
caſion the fame TOY which Taurket- 
the eyder counties to tumult and almoſt. 
torebellion: "theſe. counties are not. in- 
vidibuſſy mentioned; for there i is not, 
it is probable, any part of Jur. domi- 
nions, ſeurcely any county it in ng! and, ; 


_— . e in it had been ſq. 

d relaxed, riots ſo encou- 
— and "rebellion ſo unchecked,.. 
would not have expreſſed a an equal avere 
fion to the obnoxious burthen of. taxes. 


In eiu wand ee of this kind, j 8 


re al 3 he & 
ITY 705 <6} 
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1 5 * 
is natunp to pity; while d e congemn, 
the unthinking and miſguided people: ; 


but on thoſe who could behold the fiat 


Cr 


ring of the American Form wit] 
ereg attempting to ' ſuppreſs it, ould. 
ge it"ftrefigth by fuch « conduct ta, 
implied approbation; and, that, they;; 
might-blaft their predeceflors 1 in office, 
contribute to raiſe a tempeſt which was 
to lay the colonies _ waſte, and tear 
Ameriea from England; Ly theſe, our 
indignation muſt be pure, d. unmixedz. 
and ey thay well expect that the dan 
gers and the miſchiefs of the difunion. - 
will bring on. them the reſentment and 
refroaches df thoſe of the; coloniſtꝭ u 


e Lg duty and their interofiahrs 
| wy rd VAR 51482014 21 Jt 
9 how "ih the late adminiſtrations: 


have the” juſteſt title .to thoſe, ö 
and ſtatues, which ſome of. the, Ame. 


ricans haye loyally. admitted their _— 
reign to ſhare with. the E. of me 
from Eng land they haye no elaim too 


Fe in that oppoſition oi 
c 


h they ſo unwiſely raiſed 
petw-een 


1 
between the members and th © Reid 
every merit towards America, is 4 crime 
— heir 2 eb 
r 11 , 

v hen it Weeze a Haag „eder 
che colonies ſhould be called upon for 
4 juſt and moderate contribution towards 
their own defence ; or that this ſhoüld 
be thrown, in addition to their She 
burthens, on the inhabitants of Great2 
Britain ; to ſurrender our juſt rights, 
and to endeavour to force a deciſion of 
this queſtion in favour of America, by 
M1 the arts of intrigue and faction, can- 
not merit the thanks of the people 

whoſe intereſts they ſurrendered. The 
other meaſures propoſed by that miniſtry 

o not immediately belong to this ſub 
jeck, and J obſerve in this place, that 
they conſiſted of exemptions from « com- 
I ercial reſtraints, relaxations o the 
act of navigation, remiſſions of duties, 
l favourable to the colonies, and diſ- 
advantageous to Great-Britain, only as 
| a Proof. that the having introduced, a 4 
5 rivality "between them, and preferred 


America, 
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America, cannot entitle them tg popu- 
facity i in England. or 3 r R 


15 
It would indeed have been unreaſon- 


able to haye expected from the late 
miniſtry any meaſure, which required 
extenſive views, Or a concerted plan; 
1 0 have been abſurd to have —— 
at the would hazard a breath of that 
1 91 air, which they were gate 
with ſo much induſtry to fill their ſai fail, 
75 the ſake of a diſtant and public be 
but nothing of this Was neceſ- 
75 had ſucceeded a miniſter ſuch 
as they could wiſh, one who had been 


we enough to ſubject himſelf = 


much real oppoſition, and more abuſe, 
for the ſake of the ſlate ; who ſeems to 
have retained the uſeleſs and exploded 
idea of a a common weal, 4 public entereft. 3 
T9 1 this man e even experience had | not 
given prudence ; ; and, though ſenſible 
that from urſuing a plan of | Engliſh 
policy abroad, and of @conomy and 
ee at home, he had rea ped 
e e e op charged 
BOLLLOLA 
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his duty, while Mr. Pitt had A6quized 


popularity by adopting the moſt expen⸗ 


five German meaſures, and "impoſing 
the moſt ſevere taxes to ſupport them ; 
yet his obſtinacy had made him hardify 
oppoſe himſelf to the whole torn; 
which private intereſt and faction wou 
not fail to pour on his head. He had 
done this merely that he might form 
and cement a laſting plan of policy, 
might unite the colonies by the firmeſt 
bands of dependence on Great-Britain 
attemper their ſeveral intereſts, and 15 
the foundation of indiſſoluble union, and 
of ancreaſing ſtrength and. 01. bor 
diſtant Ses. ä 
Ahmet M8» ; «Hof A [44.4 
2 FY was natural that * miniſters who 
ſacceeded. him ' ſhould deſpiſe this anti- 
quated policy; ſo different from their 
own, and deride thoſe ſentiments which 
could give birth to it; but they would 
have done well to have profitted by it; 1 
and after having thrown all the abuſe. 
they were able on the miniſter who 
planned it, at bean to have retained 
* 1 thoſe 


> 


L140 J. 
thoſe advantages Which he had we 
Great- Britain. Unhappily they eme 
braced the oppoſite ſyſtem, and oblaſt; 
if 1 it were . poſſible, the reputation. of 
one miniſter, whom. they envied-: and 
feared; to ſecure an union with another, | 


by whom they were deſpiſed; and to 
attain- that de gree of popularity, which” 
the. intereſted followers of ſome untcreſt-" 
ed 5 could beſtow, 4 1 


poſſi 8 yy iP 75% n FF 1 N * 
55 18 oi nice! 221 bai 16 0 1953 007 
tos of one of eſe-dafgrit 
the public has already ſeen in the: per-. 
miſſion; which thoſe of the late miniſ- 


try, who, had moſt. actively promoted 

it meaſure, have received from Jord 
b to continue in oe: that 
of the other two . purpoſcs: ſeems leis, 
within their reach; for, though while! 
the paſſions of the public were heated? 
by thoſe whale intereſt it was to prevent 
their judging. with impartiality, Mr 


Greaville \ was the 0 of. a 


4 
d 
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it is net poſſible. that the infatuation 
ſhould laſt; the clamours of mob, and 
the miſrepreſentations of faction will 
ſubſide ; z. the taxes which, have been re⸗ 
moved from American and muſt be lad 
on Engliſh property will be felt; and 
the. partiality of; the in:poſition, will add 
weight, to the, load ; 4 time is coming 
when it {ball be remembered. 40 his 
honour (andi it {hall ſcarcely be believed 
that in Great- Britain it could be 2 re- 
proach to him) that he wa: — firſt 
who propoſed to ſecure by "Fall a d mo- 
derate ties the allegiance of | thoſe. colo- 

Fife which nile mach cxprngs 
had planted, protected, and enlarged; 
Who, when every, branch. of our trade. 
ee ee e taxed.ig Eng · 
even do its utmoſt hearing, fe- 
ired from, America, ſome, return for 
th ſupports; which we had. fo liperally 
given, ſome.ptribute. for that, wealth, 
Which, we, hag. poured int her boſom, 
"hore cad ping For. 


ſecurity, which we had fo deadly 
5 haſed ; and * the artifices 


of 
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 faQtion. had un intereſts. of 

8 leyeral parts of our empire, an 
When the adminiſtration ſacrificed their 
truſt to their hopes of popularity and 
power, and became Americans; 1 5 
wwained an Engliſhman. 1 
The temporary and bought praiſe of 
that adminiſtration muſt ' ſubſide alſo, 
00 they will receive from their coun- 
men that cenſure which they have 
Þ: well merited. But 1 leave them to 
the good or evil fame which awaits 
them, for the object of this pamphlet 

was not the applauſe or cenſure of 4; A 

ler ſet of men or the mere cantention 

parties : 5180 Was undertaken with a & 
Lip and honeſter view, with the Hope, 
that if 2 plain ſtate of the facts felatiſig 
19 the ſtamp-act, ſupported by authen- 
ki vouchers, was laid before” the puß- 
Ta it might prove to thoſe Who Hive 
been guided by names inſtead of realoh, 
Rave een milled by falſs aſſertions.” or 
"have acted from fear rather than ach 
(ment, the ncceſſity of uren fte 
2 uli —_ (La) Wa" 0. falle 


ty 


- 


V better to aſſert than to prove that it 
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falſe ſteps which have been otak EH 
jirsmoting better meaſures, and ſecur- 
ing. While yet it is poſſible tonſecurg 
the only remaining hope of Britain. It 


is from the union and dependence: of 
the colonies that we are to ſeek for our 
Hafety it is time therefore th return 
to meaſures undertaken upon public 
grounds and permanent principles; what 
thoſe are, the peruſal of this tract may 
in ſome degree have ſuggeſted; aud ff 
any: ſenator fhould condeſcend to turn it 
over he may perhaps, by the evidence 
it contains, be prepared to heart himſelf 
-addrefſed' by his conſtituents in _ 
wech manner as this. * 25 f nods 
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When I e to you the care of 
* intereſts, and the power of granting 
ſome part of my property for the ſervices 

of athe ſtate, Lentruſted it; in con- 
fidenge that this. power: would [never 
 he,yſed; but on. tlie calls of ;;neceffity, 

and, would ever be: exerciled With 


{jultice,,, The ęflaracter efan legiſlator 


demands the ſtricteſt· attention to that 
general 


1 183. J. 
general good which ariſes from ſabjett» 
ing'the®(sveral intereſts” of the 5 
and commercial parts of the ſtate to 
ohe common end; and à mind tos 
ſteady to be diverted from the purſuit 
of this end either by hopes or fears, by 
authority or by tumult. If it was wiſe 
or prudent to relax for a time the ſprings 
of government; to give opportunity to 
an inflamed and miſguided people to re- 
turn to their allegiance; that time has 
deen given: Ihe ſtamp act was repealed 
on the motives of condeſcention to 
mercantile intereſts and fears; and to 
popular viclences; that hour of tumult 
is paſſed: If lenity to the coloniſts Was 
then neceſſary, juſtice to England ho- 
claims its turn: Sacrifice no longer the 
unulienable 'Fights of ſupreme juriſattion 
70 Yhe' ew and illegal claims of prob 
ſembliet; but if the Armericatis en 
-the privileges, let them participate in 
: {6ttie degree of the burthens of their 
| . fellow ſubjects. If their ability could 
_ "Have been doubted before, the àdmini- 
*<ſritipr TIM. IP 1765 encreaſed it 
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by encouraging | their Cultivation ang 


ommerce; they have received ore 
immediate. advantages, at. the expence 
of England, from the miniſtry" whic 
| "Itty If there could be any doubt 
Khether theſe favoured children would 
e reclaimed to obedience by conceſſions, 


hat t doubt is removed. 1 5 925 


FS 


Pike Br were 5 the repeal 'of a 
e we and light duty; it is plain that 

underſtand 1 the conduct of England 
to be an acknowlegement of, the Tight 
which they claim, of Bark, e 


Their t temper is ſtill more plainly 
proved by the indignation they phi 
at the claim of England to lovercignty, 
QI at the bare mention of reguit ing tem 
to RY wed the damages, for the inſults 
k are irreparable, Which the officers. 'of 
England have luſtered at heit hands. 
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1 and kkrobgeltprebf drill om 
their conduct; for it is certain that in 
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the town of Boſton, the executiori of the 
cuſtom⸗ houſe laws is now 2ctually uſe 

ended, and ſeizures of ſmuggled , 
prevented, 'by open force in deſpite, of 
the government of Great Britain. Now 
3205 at length call on them for an aid 
905 {om ge vs pportion to their ability; and 

85 em to confeſs, not in words, 
On by obedience, the authority of En- 
gland, Relieve me from that appearance 
of  portiality which doubles the weight of 
every burthen which Nou impoſe; 3 an 


1 


while every neceſſary | of life. is taxed to 


its utmoſt bearing, | do not de rige me 
of the "melancholy cohfolation which 1 
draw from believing that the taxations are 


N laid © on 1 all 2 fellow | ſu jects. 
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mit to darf they are gbe 


purchbſe of peace and eue A doof 
while yo you receive the. pricę, withold the 
Wu dor encourage every; ſperics 
outrage tending to the diſſolution of ſo- 
cicty by granting thoſe exemptions td re- 
De lig, which.you retyle to bedient 
I tumult can extort the repeal of a duty 

to 
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to be levied * on the rich, while 
uieſcence is repaid by an additional 
perpetual |. land. tax on the poor, 
will you ,not . excite. the inſurrections 
which you reward; and diſoourage that 
ſubmiſſion which is, thus made to bear 
more than its on burthen at leaſt do 
not treat: with more tenderneſs your 
emancipated and rebellious: coloniſts, 
than thoſe of - your. countrymen, Who 
have perhaps been.cncouraged. in tumult 
by American ſucces. If the poor En? 
glich peaſant; driven into —— 
inſutrection by the whip of that ſevereſt 
maſter Want, is taughtt to expect condien | 
1 and ſpeedy Jeftices, and calls. 
th the vigour and vigilagge of governs 
ment, let the wanton Americans form- 
ing a wbnball” plan of obſtinate rebel 
fibn on occaſion of 2 tax ungollected, 


_ 5 OE” 


and Which would almoſt have hen un- 


ft, awaken 6ther ſentiments than thok 4 
of the 1m. entty.. 
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the opportunity, while a general peace 
leaves you at liberty to employ in this 


ſervice, whatever force may be neceſſary | 


for it; and while the infirm and diſ- 


jointed ſtate of the provinces renders a. 


ſmall force equal to the work ; an op- 
portunity which may ſoon paſs, and the 
neglect of which muſt be fatal to the 
very ſafety of Great Britain. Other miſ- 
fortunes may be repaired or borne, the 
lofs of battles or of cities may be re- 
deemed or compenſated in more proſ- 
perous hours ; but if you ſuffer this im- 
portant hour to paſs unimproved, it is loſt 
for ever: The Americans will add tg 
confidence in their claims, ſtrength tg 
ſupport. them; they will turn our fa- 
vors to them into reaſons of reſiſtance, 
and refuſe to receive any longer our 
manufactures, which are become ex- 
penſive by being loaded with taxes im- 
poſed for their protection z they will 


ceaſe to de de Colonies of England, and 


we {hall have more than doubled the 
burthen of our national debt in a war 
undertaken for their defence, and the 


X ſucceſſes 
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g 
ſaccelſes of -whicH were all drerbecd ta 
their advantage, to enable them to pour: 
the: benefits of their trade ihtothe bo- 
ſonr of our commercial rivals. The 
declaratory law aſſerting the power. of. 
Great Britain to tax the Amer) ang, Will 
bold forth anly u delufive_ and, nugatery: 
72 Fane. of the right of the Kili ure gf 
this kingdom, if not followed: by ſome. 
bill which ſhall exert it. The ſuxcender, 
of ſo unalienable a a juriſdiction, x hen this. 
ſurrender might, and certainly in Ames. 
rica would be attributed to ſuch motives. 
demands : a ſubſequent. vi gu een 
nels; if. now., when time fol 
ler «on; has be been. giyen, you neglect 10 

pur! ſue t thoſe le. meaſures, which, juſtice 
and neceſſity lemand ar you 3: and-ta 
which: duty, gratitude and intereſt ought, 
By ſecure, obedience. from chem, the 
dle new. world ceaſes bor ever to be 
Wee to your authority. 
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V Winters for the purpoſes of, intereſt 

ah party day with to contipne, this 
pu b 5 ; but Fs d e ſtem 
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ne motiues but thoſe of juſtice; your inte- 
reſt ig united to your duty; andyou can 
not without departing from both piveany 
ſupport to a mipiſter capable of ſuch 
a conduct. If the public ſee with 
regret the power of government in the 
hands of lord C- m, it is from the read 
not ſo much even of his continental, as 
af his colonial fyſtem: It was from the 
committee of the American part of our 
dominionsthatthoſe reſources were to be 
drawn, which his extravagance have ren- 


dered ſo nebeſſary But to continue every 
ſpecies” of profuſion; and, by throwing 
wantenly his penſions into every ope 
hand, to load the preſent revenue; 5.25 
— ů — revents 
even future improvements; is at "orice to 
divide the river of our wealth till it is 
loft in a thouſand private: channels, and 
to cut off its communication from that 
ſpring, by which it ſhould he ſupplied: 
We had leſs to fear from the meh 
df ihe laſt, than from the deſperate raſh- 
hefs of the preſent, ſtateſman; if the 
former connived at the coloniſts with- 
drawing themſelves from our dominion, 
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this profeſſes on principle to throw them 
from us. If we have almoſt loſt America 
by the timidity and neglect of thoſe who 
did not venture to deny our right to the 
dominion of that country, can we hope 
to recover it under his guidance, who is 
almoſt the only man in England who ven- 
tures to7affert it owes us no ſubjection. 
If then im this hour of danger, when 
vigour: and firmneſs are neceſſary to re- 
claim the colonies to our obedience, 
you ſee a junto formed of the miniſter 
who has taught them to deſpiſe our au- 
thority, joined to the peer who declares 
they are exempted from our dominion, 
you will not be ſatisfied with an unactive 
pity for your country; but will exert” 
your beſt abilities to vindicate her rights, 
and provide for her ſecurity ; and to 
oppoſe by every conſtitutional method, 
miniſters who are convicted of having 
facrificed to their jealouſy, reſentment, 
ambition, and intereſt, the ſafety of our 
officers, the dignity of our ſtate, the 
ſtability of our commerce, and the rights 
ct our Legiſlatuxe. 
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- ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Reader will find, in this Ar- 
PENDIX, ſome Chaſms left, and 

ſome light Alterations made, to prevent 
the Writers being diſcovered : Theſe 
will be readily excuſed, when this Rea- 
ſon is known, which I chuſe to give in 
the Words of an American Cotreſpon- 
dent, in his Better dated Nov. z, 1765. 
1 ball communicate Things as they happen, 
although it is at the Riſque of my Life ; for 
the Party, by their Tools, frequently give 
out, that if they knew the Man that would 
fo far afjiſt Great-Britain, as to inform 
againſi any Man, in this or any other Pro- 
vince, he ſhould not live many Hours. 
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SIR. vo tomb iu al of Jol, 
B with the greateſt pleaſure I rb 
ceived his \Majeſty's\ Commands to 
deelare to ydu higmoſt gracious approbas: 
tionvof ybur conduct. His majeſtyj and 


his ſervants are ſatisſitd that the preci- 


pitate reſolutions you ſent home did not 
take their nĩſe from any remiſſneſs or in- 
attention in you; not is his Majeſty at 
all inclined to ſuppoſe, that any inſtance 
of diffidence or diſſatisfaction could be 
founded in the general inclination of his 
antient and loyal Colony of Virginia; 


2 the 


| 
| 
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the nature of the thing and your repre- 
ſentations induce a perſuaſion, that thoſe 
ill- adviſed reſolutions owed their birth 
to the violence of ſome individuals, who 
taking the advantage of a thin aſſembly, 
ſo far prevailed, as to publiſh their own 
unformed opinions to the world as the 
fentiments of the Colony. But his Ma- 
jeſty, Sir, will not, by the prevalence of 
a few men, at acertain moment, be per- 
ſuaded to change the opinion, or leſſen 
the confidence, he has always entertained 
of the Colony of Virginia; which has 
always experienced the protection of the 
Crown. His Majeſty's ſervants, there- 
fore, with entire reliance on your pru- 
dence, and on the virtue and wiſdom of 
the Colony entruſted to your care, per- 
fuade themſelves, that wheu a full aſſem- 
bly ſhall calmly and maturely deliberate 
upon thoſe reſolutions, they will ſee, and 
be themſelves alarmed at, the dangerous 
tendency and miſchievous conſequences 
which they might be productive of, both 
to the Mother Country and the Colonies, 
which are the equal objects of his Ma- 
jeſty's parental care; and whoſe mutual 
happineſs 
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happineſs and proſperity certainly require 
a confidential reliance of the Colonies 
upon the Mother Country. 

Upon theſe principles, Sir, and upon 
your prudent management, and a proper 
repreſentation to the wiſe and ſober part 
of the people, how earneſt his Majeſty 
is to extend the happy influence of his 
fatherly care over every part of his do- 
minions, it is expected that a full aſſem- 
bly will form very different reſolutions, 
ſuch as may cement that union, which 
alone can eſtabliſh the ſafety and pro- 
ſperity of the Colonies and the Mother 
Country. 

As there is no intention in the Crown 
to attempt, nor in the King's ſervants to 
adviſe, any incroachments on the real 
rights and liberties of any part of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; ſo neither will his 
Majeſty undoubtedly ſubmit, or his ſer- 
_ vants adviſe, under any circumſtances, 
that the reſpect which is due to parlia- 
ment, and which is neceſſary for the ge- 
neral good of the whole Britiſh empire, 
ſhould any where be made a facrifice to 
local and dangerous prejudices. 

a 2 As 
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As this important matter is, however, 
now before his Majeſty's privy council, 
as well as the other conſideration of the 
dangerous riot and mutinous behaviour 
of the people on the frontiers, I ſhall not 
pretend to give any advice or inſtructions on 
theſe ſulhjects; not doubting, but you will 
ſoon have the fulleſt from the wiſdom 
of that Board, in all thoſe things, in 
which, by your laſt accounts, the moſt 
eſſential intereſts of the Foun: are ſo 
deeply concerned. 

You will therefore, in:the mean time, 
be very attentive, by every prudent mea- 
ſure in your power, at once to maintain 
the juſt rights of the Britiſh government, 
and to preſerve the peace and tranquillity 
of the Provinces committed to your care. 

But as theſe appear to me matters of 
government fit for his Majeſty's more 
immediate notice, and information, I 
muſt beg you will not fail to tranſmit to 
me ſuch occurrences, from time to time, 
on theſe heads, as you may deem of im- 
portance in the light I mention. 

I am, &c. 
H. 8. C——y. 
NUMBER 
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Extras? of a LETTER from Mr. S——y 
Cx, to Major-General GAGs. 


. \ October 245 1768. 

SIR, c 
| ob is with the greateſt concern, that his 

Majeſty learns the diſturbances which 
have ariſen in ſome of the North Ame- 
rican Colonies : theſe events will proba- 
bly create application to you, in which 
the utmoſt exertion of your prudence 
may be neceſſary ; ſo as juſtly to temper. 
your conduct between that caution and 
coolneſs, which the delicacy of ſuch a ſi- 
tuation may demand on one hand, and 
the vigour neceſſary to ſuppreſs outrage 
and violence on the other. It is impoſ- 
ſible, at this diſtance, to aſſiſt you by 
any particular or poſitive inſtruction, be- 
cauſe you will find yourſelf neceſſarily 
obliged to take your reſolution as parti- 
cular circumſtances and emergencies eh 
require. 

It is hoped, and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 


tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and wiſer part of the Colonies will 
know, that decency and ſubmiſſion may 
prevail, not only to redreſs grievances, 
but to obtain grace and favour, while the 
outrage of a public violence can expect 
nothing but ſeverity and chaſtiſement. 
You, and all his Majeſty's ſervants, from 
a ſenſe of your duty to, and love of, your 
Country, will endeayour to excite and 
encourage theſe ſentiments. 

If, by lenient and perſuaſive methods, you 
can contribute to reſtore that peace and 
tranquillity to the Provinces, on which 
their welfare and happineſs depend, you 
will do a moſt acceptable and eſſential 
ſervice to your Country: but having taken 
every ſlep which the utmoſt prudence and le- 
nity can diftate, in compaſſion to the folly 
and ignorance of ſome miſguided peo- 
ple, you will not, on the other hand, 
where your aſſiſtance may be wanted to 
ſtrengthen the hands of government, fail 
to concur in every proper meaſure for 

its 
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its ſupport, by ſuch a timely exertion of 
force, as may be neceſlary to repel acts 
of outrage and violence, and to provide 
for the maintenance of peace and good 
order in the provinces. 
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NUMBER III. 


C of a Lern from Mr. 8— 
r, 7 Governor BERNARD. 


* 


| October 24, 1765. 
SIR, 


Y OUR letters of the 15th, 16th, 

22d, and 3 iſt of Auguſt, have been 
received ; the three former not till yeſ- 
terday. 

It is with the greateſt concern his Ma- 
jeſty learns the diſturbances which have 
lately ariſen in your Province, the general 
confuſion that ſeems to reign there, and 
the total languor and want of energy, in 
your government, to exert itſelf with any 
dignity or efficacy, for the ſuppreſſion of 
tumults, which ſeem to ſtrike at the 
very being of all _— and ſubordi- 


nation 
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Ration mong you. / His Majeſty cannot 
büt, with the greateſt furprize, hear of 
the refuſal of your Council to call for 
the aid of any regular force to the ſup- 
pott of the civil magiſtracy, at à time 
A when, it ſeems, you had reaſon to think, 
there was no other power capable of 
| Prone for the pe _ — the 
rovince. nem 
Nothing can, beit exceed the ill- 
adviſed and intemperate conduct held by 

a party in your Province, which can in 
no way contribute to the removal of any 
real grievance they might labour under, 
but may tend to obſtruct and impede the 
exertion of his Majeſty's benevolent at- 
tention to the eaſe and comfort, as well 
as the welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped, and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, can 
only have found place among the lower 
and more ignorant of the people; the 
better and more wiſe part of the Colo- 
nies will know, that decency and ſub- 
miſſion may prevail, not only to-redreſs 
grievances, 
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grievances, but to obtain grace and fa- 
vour, while the outrage of a public vio- 


lence can expect nothing but ſeverity and 


chaſtiſement. Theſe ſentiments, you, 
and all his Majeſty s ſervants, from a 
ſenſe. of your duty to, and love of, your 
Country, will endeavour to excite and 
encourage: you will all, in a particular 
manner, call upon them not to render 
their caſe deſperate; you will, in the 
ſtrongeſt colgurs, repreſent to them the 
dreadful conſequences that muſt inevita- 
bly attend the forcible. and violent re- 
ſiſtance to acts of the Britiſh parliament, 
and the ſcene of miſery and diſtraction 
to both Countries, inſeparable from ſuch 
a conduct. 


If, by lenient and perſuaſive methods, 


you can contribute to reſtore that peace 


and tranquillity to the Provinces, on 
which their welfare and happineſs de- 
pend, you will do a moſt acceptable and 
eſſential ſervice to your Country ; but 
having taken every ſtep which the ut- 
moſt prudence and lenity can diate, in 
compaſſion to the folly and ignorance of 

b ſome 
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ſome miſguided people, yourwill not, on 
the other hand, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power for repelling all acts of outrage 
and violence,. and to provide for the 
maintenance of peace and good. order 
in zbe Province, by ſuch a nimehy exers 
tion of force, 2c the occaſion, may re- 
quire 3 for, which purpoſe, you will 
make the proper applications to general 
Gage, or lord Colvil, commanders of 


his Majeſty's land and naval forces in 


America: for however unwillingly his 
Majeſty may conſent to the exertion of 
ſuch powers as may endanger the ſafety 
of a ſingle ſubject, yet can he not permit 
his own dignity, and the authority of 


: the Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled 


on by force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of all n * ad de- 


2 . 
e We) 


| my 250 
x the abject 8 45 knows 
in y what, manner legally, and, eonſtitu 
e apply for relief; but. it is not 


N grievances, 
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p. 5. The fldop which carries this will 


eur orders to lord Colvd, and 80 
WY; the governar of- Nova-Scoti, to 
fend to your :afliftagce. any force 
ow .  -whieh may be thought neceſſury 
„ from theoce, and which that Pro. 
Vince can ſupply.” abel 
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* America. 


SIR, | 

TT is with the Festes Söll 7 
his Majeſty: learas the diſturbances 
which have ariſen in ſome of the North 
American Colonies : if this, evit ſhould 
Tpread to the Government! where 
you preſide, the utmoſt be ar 


hea dba b 2 prudence 


Otter 20 1765. 
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will be” neceflary;"'ſo as juſtly: 
to temper! your conduct between that 
eaution and coolneſs: which tlie delicacy 
of ſuch a ſituation may demand, on the 
one hand, and the vigour neceſſary! to 


ſuppreſs outrage and violence on the 


other It is impoſſible, at this diſtance, 
to aſſiſt you, by any particular or poſitive 
inſtruction ; becauſe you will find your 
ſelf neceſſarily obliged to take your reſo- 
lution, as particular circumſtances and 
emergencies may require 09 vw J 

His Majeſty, and the ſervants he ho- 
nours” with his confidence, cannot but 
lament the ill - adviſed i nde 
ſhewyn already in ſome of the Provinces, 


by taking up a conduct Vhich can in n 


way contribute to the removal of a 
reul grievance they might labour under, 
hut may tend to obſtruct and impede the 
exertion of his Majeſty's benevdlence 
and attention to the eaſe aud comfort, as 
well as the welfare, of all his people. 
It is hoped and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the Mother Country, and 
this apen reſiſtance to its authority, can 
n91thv7 only 
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anly have found place among the Igwe 
and more ignorant of the people. The 
better and! wien pat of the. Colonies 
will knows that deceney and ſubmiſſion 
may, prevail, not only to redreſs grie- 
vances, but to obtain grace and favour, 
whilc tlie outrage of a public violence 
can expect nothing but ſeverity and cha- 
ſtiſement. Theſe ſentiments you, and 
all his Majeſty's ſervants, from a ſenſe 
of your duty to, and love of, your Coun- 
try, will endeavour pho. excite 2. ens 
courage. 1984121-9063Þ6 Di. EI. 
Lau will all, in a ee manner, 
call upon them not to render their caſe 
deſperate. Vou will, in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, repreſent to them the dreadful 
conſequences that muſt inevieelycittand, 
the forcible and violent reſiftance-toraits 
of the Britiſh Parliament, and r 
of miſery; and calamity to themſelves, 
and of mutual weakneſscand diſtraction 
to both e rene ee 
4 conduſt . 51 
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you can contribute to reſtore that peace 


n A to __ Provinces; on 


which 


- — — — _ —-— — 
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Which their welfure and Dappinew Ges 
pend, yen will do a moſt aceeptabib and 
eſſential ſervice to your Country: but 
having taken every ſtep whith the utmoſt 
prudence and lenity can dictate, vfl C= 
paſſion to the folly and igneranee of 
ſome miſguided — Fu you will not, on 
the other hand, fail to uſe your utmoſt 
power, for repelling all acts of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 
maintenance of pedce and good order in 
the Province, by ſuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occaſion may require 
for which purpoſe, 'you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage, or 
lord Colville, commanders. of bis Ma- 
_ Jefty's Iand and naval forces, in America, 
For however ünwillingly his 1 — eſty 
may cotiſent to the exertion o 
powers as may endanget the afety 2 2 
ſingle ſubje&;/ yet can he not permit his 
own dignity, and the authority of the 
Britiſh Legiſlature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed con- 
tempt of all order, duty and decorum. 
If the ſubject is aggrieved, he knows 
in what manner legally and conſtitus 
tionally 
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tionally. t apply for relief: but it is not 
ſuitable. . either to the ſafety or dignity 
of the Britiſh empire, that any indi- 
viduals, under the pretence of redreſſing 
grievances, ſhould. preſume 1 to n _ 
public Peace. 5 iti 
Jo Hive uo 1 am, W 0 1 2 10 
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You 14793 will probably : receive " application 
ro | om governor Bernard, to ſend him 
part of the force which may be with- 
wa” "yo! our, government... Lord Colville 
command to 1 tranſport them; an 


1 


ty Will be be very attentive, tl at 5 
public ſervice ſhould ſufter no impe- 


B 6 from : any delay i in 5 when 
ſuch e is made. 
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22 Ja LETTER from 12 Sr. 
er. 10 Ker G GE, 


Deen Pe? 7 'P 65. 

8 1 R. ub t6 2 4 7 A 
* the favour of your letters of the 
4th, 8th, and gth of November laſt, 
by which T learn, with the utmoſt con- 
cern, the diſordered ſtate of the Province 
where you reſide, and the very riotous 
and outrageous en of too oy 

of the inhabitants. 

I did not fail to * your diſpatches, 
tog ether with thoſe of lieutenant-goyer- 
nor Colden, before his Majeſty, who, 
though highly provoked by ſuch an in- 
fult offered to his governotr there, is 
however pleaſed to hear, that matters 
were not puſhed to ſuch exttemity, a8 
might have coſt the lives of many of his 
ſubzects. and perhaps have tended, as 
you ſeem apprehenſive, to the great de- 
Cry if not ruin, of the town of 
New Vork; particularly if the fort had 
fired on that inſolent and infatuated mob 
; which 


* 
K fa 
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Xvii 
which ſo provokingly approached. The 
temper ſhewn, as well by lieutenant- 
vernor Colden, as by the officers there, | 
is highly to be commended. His Ma- 
jeſty is willing to ſuppoſe, that both 
yourſelf and governor Colden have acted 


on principles of duty to his ſervice, in 
he) advice and. reſolution formed to put 
the ſtampt paper into the hands of the' 
magiſtrates of New-York ; which, how- 
ever, uhleſs the neceſſity for it appeared 
very preſſing. muſt certainly be looked 
upon as a ſtep greatly humiliating and 
— my to his Majeſty's government. 
If the poſt was not tenable, or the 
inſecure: there, it ſhould ſeem 
much preferable to have put them on 
board the man of war, as was propoſed : 
nor does there appear any good reaſon, 
why captain Kennedy refuſed to take 
them. It is difficult, at this diſtance, to 
judge with the ſame propriety of the 
conduct, to be held on octaſions of ſuch 
difficulty and importance, as on the ſpot. 
Had the perſonal ſafety of thoſe in the 
fort alone been conſidered, I am per- 
. faaded, there would not have been a 
we: C. moment's 
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roment's; heſitation about the defence 
of ait, againſt any attack that might 
raſhly have been attempted : nor can his: 
Majeſty ſuppoſe any want of reſolution 
for his ſervice, in thoſe Who have, in 
their different ſtations, given o many 
proofs of their regard tot. It ſhould 
otherwiſe: ſeem, that the reality of the 
mobs being atmed and prepared for an 
actual attack; ſhould have been well aſ- 
Dan * the een n 
up- C3 013. ö 

The e thought dl Mn 
in drawing together ſuch forces as their 
ſituation allowed, was certainly prudent, 
and could not be too ſoon determined, 
on any poſitive grounds, to ſuſpect an 
inſurrection; and eſpecially in regard to 
the ſecuring his Majeſty's: ſtores, a Cir" 
cumſtance which will ſtill demand your 
greateſt attention; and particularly thoſe 
arms, which. may be feized: by: nh 
for their own. mutinous purpoſes. 

Vour ſituatiom i is certainly 3 ; 
difficult, it requires both prudence and 
firmneſs in the conduct of all employed 
in his Majeſty's ſervice there; eſpecially, 

ANGH IDA 2 > conſidering 
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conſideting what you ſay of the diſfficul 
ty, or rather impoſſibility, of drawing 
any conſiderable number of men toge - 
ther, and: of the impracticability of at- 
rempting any-thing by force, in he pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of the r n 
reſpectable body of troops. 14 
Lou ſeem to think there ef — 
that as the ſpirits of thoſe unhappy peas: 
ple have time to cool, there will be more 
ſubmiſſion ſhewn; you will not fail, 1 
am perſuaded, in your ſtation, to avail 
yourſelf of every favourable ſymptom for 
the improvement of ſuch favourable diſ- 
poſitions, any more than to exert your- 
ſelf, where the neceſſity of the caſe may 
require, in ſupport of the honour; of go- 
vernment; and for ſuppreſſing any riotous 
or rebellious reſiſtance offered to the 
laws, or thoſe eie who have che 
execution of them 1527 
I hope my former letters are come fafe; 
as they auill bave conveyed'to you his Majeſty's 
ſentiments and commands fur your \conduc?, 
on the fin notice of. theſe diſturbances. 
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7 received your letter of the 5th 
0 . November by major James, an 


chat of { the 9th, of the ſame manth %y 
the pacquet, w with the minutes of the 
council | of New-York, from the ziſt 

| October to the 6th of November, &e 


From your laſt letter, [ have hopes t at 
time will produce a recollection, ; which 

may may lead t theſe uphappy people back to a 
ſenſe of. ch cir duty ; and that, i in the 
mean. time, every proper and practicable 
meaſure Will! be taken to awe that licen- 
tious ſpirit, which bas hurried them to 
thoſe acts of outrage and violence, equally 
dangerous to the ſober and well-diſpoſed 
part of the people, the cafe and quiet of 
the city, and ſubverſive of all order and 
authority among them. 
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Sir 
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Sir Henry Moore will certainly be ar- 
rived before this reaches you; it is ex- 
pected, therefore, Sir, from your know- 


ledge of the country and people, that 


you ſhould inform the new governor of 
every thing neceſſary for his knowledge, 
as well reſpecting the ſtate of things, as 
the characters and diſpoſitions of men 
in that country. He will ſee that, b 
his inſtructions, he is empowered to fuß 
pend members of the council, and © 
cers of the law, who ſhall appear to * 
ſire it; being, in that caſe, only oblig ed 
to fend home immediately the reaſons' 
and cauſes of ſuch ſuſpenſion. It is not 
improbable, that ſuch times as theſe 
may require the exerciſe of that power: 
as it is not doubted the governor will uſe 
it with diſcretion, ſo it is expected he 
ſhould not want firmneſs to uſe it boldly, 
whenever it may ſeem uſeful to che Kn 
ſetvice and the public peice, I 
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. the. Rxsozy T1088. of the Haug 
2 Burgeſes in Virginia, in couſoquence. 
of 'a Motion made (May. 29, 1765, 0; 
take into Confider ation the Jate AF for. 
e Pe Venen, DEP 


ts 


: 


Hehe HAT: the firſt W 
280 and ſettlers of this his Ma- 
jefty's Colony and Dotninion of Virginia 


brought with them, and tranſmitted to 
their poſterity,” and all other bis Mu- 
jeſty s ſubjects ſince inhabiting in this 
his Majeſty's ſaid Colony, all the liber - ) 
ties, privileges, franchiſes and immuni- 
ties, that have at any time been held 


| W, enjoyed, and poſ] Med by ieee 
of Great Britain. 400 NWO 119113 £0? 


tt 


Reſolved, That, Fa doo roynl charters; 
granted by king James I. the Colonies 
aforeſaid. are declared entitled to all li- 
berties, privileges and immunities of 4 
denizens and natural ſubjects, to all in- 


tents and purpoſes, as if they had been 
; _ abiding 


APPENDIX xiii 
abiding and born within the realm of 
England. 


Reſol ved. That che tukation of the 


people, by themſelves, or by perſons 
choſen by themſelves to repreſent them, 
who can only know what taxes the peo- 
ple are able to bear, or the eaſieſt me- 
thod of raiſing them, and muſt them- 
ſelves be affected by every tax laid on 
the people, is the only ſecurity againſt a 
burthenfome taxation, and the diſtin- 
guiſhing charaReriſtic of © Britiſh free- 
dom, without which the anticnt conſti- | 
tution cannot exiſt.” | 
Neſolued, That his Majeſty sliege al | 
pte:of this his moſt antient and loyal 
Colony have, without interruption, en- 
joyed the ineſtimable right of being'go- 
verned by ſuch laws, teſpeCting their = 
ternal>polity and taxation, as are derived” 
from their own conſent, with the a | 
probation of their ſovercign, or 15. WB. 
ſlitutes, and that the ſame hath been 
conſtantly recognized” bythe King and 
ed Belthur232 75 e 0 
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lakes Ga I, oh: 
Ops of Ae of the Lords Com- 
 miſfioners fur Trade and - Plantations, 
touching the Proceedings and Reſolutions 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſ- 
fſachuſet's Bay, wth reſpect to the: Act 
7 for levying a Duty upon. Stamps. in A- 
merica, and to other Acts of the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. 


4 4444 WO 


To the KIN G's Moſt Excel Maids 


© May it ' pleaſe your Maje % 

HE Houſe of — Knead of 
| your Majeſty's Province of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay having, laſt year, printed 
and publiſhed, in the journals of their 
proceedings, a letter from a Committee 
of that Houſe! to their Agerit here; in 
which letter the acts and reſolutions of 
the Parliament of Great- Britain were 
treated with the moſt indecent diſreſpect, 

ard principles tending to a denial of the 
right 
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right of Parliament to levy taxes upon 
your Majeſty's ſubjects in the Colonies, 
were openly avowed ; out predeceſſors in 
office thought it their duty to tranſmit 
this tranſaction to your Majeſty's conſi- 
deration,\ to the end that ſuch directions 
might” be given, as the nature and im- 
Portance of e n to 
require. 
Since this, and * the pen the 
act of Parliament for levying a ſtamp 
duty in America, the grounds of which 
act gave riſe to the reflexions' contained 
in the above-mentioned letter, the ſame 
ſpirit that dictated the ſentiments it ex- 
preſſes, has appeared throughout the 
whole proceedings of the ſaid Houſe of 
| Reprefentatives, ot —_ 
Upon the election of counſellors, who, 
by the conſtitution of this Colony, are 
annually choſen by the Houſe of Repre- 
ſeritatives, the ſtrongeſt endeavours were 
uſed to preclude your Majeſty's ſecretary 
of ſtate, who has always been a member 
of the council from his ſeat” at that 
Board; and this, as Four Majeſty's" go- 
vernor repreſents, nfferely on account of 
"" d his 
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his having iteceived an appointment (un- 
ſolicited) to be ba diſtributor of the 
ſtamps: and the motion» made ſin that 
Houſe, to diſcontinue; the annuab ſalary 
allowed for the ſupport of your Majeſty's 
governor, upon chich procteding we 
havecthis day made a ſeparate repreſentas 
tion te your Majeſty, ſeems" to have a- 
riſen rom the fame motivess. 
Theſe, however, being only attempts 
of individuals in the community, would 
not either have required or deſerved your 
Majeſty S attention, in the light in which 
we vie w them; but it ſurther appears} 
from the journals of the Houſe of Rec 
preſentatives in their laſt ſeſſion, that 
this, Aſembly, hauing thought fr to mule 
the propriety and; expediency: af tbe flump= 
als. and of ether ads of parliament, ſub. 
ect of. open queſtian and diſcuſſiong) came to 
ſeveral reſolutions and proceedin gs there- 
upon, which they kept ſecret till the laſt 
daꝝ of their ſeſſion, hen they publiſhed 
them in their printed journals Then 
fallow; the reſolutions Then the Board 
of Trade proceeds thus: The object of 
the relolutions and proceedings or̃ the 

Huuſ⸗ 
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Houſe \of Repreſentatives ef Maſſacbuſens 


Bay, is tu recommend to, and induce, 
the reſt of your Majeſty's Colonies in 
America, to join in à general congreſi "of 
commanttes from the ſauerul aſſemblies, iu- 
dependent of tbe other branches of the" legt- 
Aature, and without any previous applica- 
tion-to:your Majelly, to confider and deli- 
berate upon the ads of the parliament of 
this kingdom. As this appears to us to 
be the firſt ĩnſtance of a general congreſs; 
appointed by the Aſſemblies of the Co- 
lonies without the authority of the 
Crown; a meaſure which we conceĩvt 
of dangerous tendenoy in itſelf, and more 
efpeciallyiſo; when taken for the pur. 
poſes ex preſſed in the above- mentioned 
reſolution, and connected with the Tpirit 
that has appeared throughout the whole 
conduct af this particular Aſſembly we 
therefore think it our indiſpenſible duty 
to ſubmĩt this matter to you,ꝭI Majeſty's 
confideration; for ſuch directiens as your 
Majeſty, with the advice of yout' Coun- 
cil, may think proper and expediefit to 
give thereupon. 21 E00 b 16 
All whieh is moſt humbly ſubmitted, &e. 
N piteboll, Odi. 
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075 57 4 Rep uteri 0 fr om i the Board of 
Trade, with ſeveral Papers tranſmitted, 
relative to the outrageous Behavio our of 
_ the, People at the Town of Boſton, in 
BE Edt to the Stamp-Duty All. Datel 
; Oftober 10, N e 


. KI NG Moſt Excellent 1 75 


"May it pleaſo your Majeby, (4193345. 90 
INCE our humble repreſentation 
O to your Majeſty of the iſt init. in 
conſequence! of ſome alarming proceed- 
ings of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in 
the Province of Maffachufers bs we 
have received letters from , givi 

an account of a riot of a moſt' aste 
tendency; which had ariſen in the town 
of Boſton, and which, directing its fury 
againſt the houſes and perſons of the 
lieutenant-governor, and other principal 
officers of government, continued with 
repeated acts of extraordinary violence, 
irom the i gth of Auguſt to the 26th of 
the 
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the ſame month; at which period the 


tumult D ſuſpended, rather than 


allayed. A AUM VR 

In Whatever li ht theſe diſturbances 
ma) 18 viewed, Whether in reſpect of 
15 1 obj EA "which the perpetra- 


and Werden of them declare to be 


2 OM reſolution, t to oppoſe and pte 
vent the execution of an act of the Pt - 
liament of Great-Britain, o or in reſpect 
of the; ſtate of government and magi- 
ſtracy there, which — repreſents to 


be utterly incapable of, reſiſting or ſup- 


preſſing theſe tumults and diſorders, they 
ſcem to us of ſuch high importance, txaꝭ 
we loſe. ng time in laying the letters and 
papers, Fclating . thergunto , before , your 
Majeſty, that your, ele may direct 
ſuch meaſures, to be purſued, as yous 


Majeſty, with, the adyice of your Coun- 
il, ſhall think moſt. prudent and Silke . 
tual. 23) 
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vorlutiog sg Pr ad 10 I£9ght A 10 
1 8 230i New-York, Sep ti 23» 1765. 
HE reſolves of the Aſſembly of 
Virginia, which you will have 
ſeen gave the ſignal for a general out- 
cry over the Continent; and though I 
do not find, that the Aſſembly of any 
tions of the ſame; tendency, they have 
been applauded as the protectors and af. 
ſertors of American liberty: and all per- 
ſons excited and encouragetl by writings 
in the public papers, and ſpecches, with 
out: any reſerve, to oppoſe the execu- 
tian of the act: the general ſcheme 
concerted throughout ſeems to have 
been, firſt, by menace or force, to oblige 
the ſtamp officers, to reſign their em- 
ployments, in which. they have generally 
ſugceeded; and next, to deſtroy the 


having. no ſtamps, neceſſity might be an 


excuſe 


hk $ 
ao * 
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excuſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs with- 
out them; ande that, before; they could 
be replaced, the clamour and outery of 
————— and remon- 
ſtrances from the Aſſemblies, might pro- 
cure a repeal of the act. The populace 
of Bopbbn took the lead in the riots, «od 
by an aſſault upon the houſe of the Rank 
officer, forced him to a reſignation, 
little turbulent Colony of Rhodes Ian 
raiſed their mob likewiſe; who were 
not content only to force a promiſe from 
the perſon appointed to diſtribute che 
ſtamps; that he would not act in that 
employment, but alſo aſſaulted and de. 
ſroyet:the houſes and furniture of Meff. 
Howard ant Moffatt, and obliged them 
to fly for ſufety on board a ſhip of war: 

the firſt, à lawyer of reputation, ha# 
aurate in defence of "the 1 ile Par- 
liament of Greats Bintain to lay taxes up 
the: Colomos; the other 4 Pppckeh, who 
had ſupported the fame in his cönverfa- 
tions. The neighbouring Provinces fee. 
ed inclined to follow theſe exatfiples, 
but bete prevented by tie almoſt g "I 
on uu of the ſtämp officers.” 


The 
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ſtigation of many of the principal inha- 
bitants, allured by plunder, roſe ſhortly 
after of their own accord; attacked, 
robbed, and deſtroyed ſeveral houſes, 
and amongſt others, that of the Lieute 
nant-governor, and only ſpared the Go- 
vernor's, becauſe his effects had been re- 
moved. People then began to be tetri- 
hed at the ſpirit they had raiſed; to per- 
ceive that popular fury was not to be 
guided, and each individual feared he 
city. The ſame fears ſpread through the 
other Provinces, and there bas been a8 
much pains taken ſince, to prevent inſurrec- 
tiaus of the people, as before 10 excite them. 
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Earracr of a State of. th e ilk as con- 
tained in @ Letter to Mr. Cx, N 
. Dec. 13, 1765. 


HE gentlemen of the law make the 
ſecond claſs, in which are properly 
included both the bench and the bar; 
both 
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both of them act on the ſame principles, 
and are of the moſt ä 
2 neee 
The merchants make the third deter 
3 them have ſuddenly roſe from the 
loweſt | rank of the peeple to confiderable 
fortunes, and chiefly in the laſt war, by il- 
ticit trade; they ul hor every limitution"of 
trade amd duties, and therefore gladiy go 
into every meaſure, __ * * 5 
have trade frec. re 
The gentlemen of the law, both 4 
judges, and the principal practitioners at 
the bar, are either owners, or ſtrongly 
connected in family intereſt with the 
_ Proprietors in general.— The gentlemen. 
of the law, ſome years fince, entered 
into an affociation, with intention, a- 
mong other things, to aſſume the direc- 
tion of government upon them, by the 
influence they had in the aſſembly ; 
gained by their family connections, and 
by the profeſſion of the law, whereby 
they are unavoidably in the ſecrets of 
many families. Many court their fri 
ſhip, and all dread their hatred ; by th 
means, though few of them are _ 
e bers, 


- —— — — — 
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bers, they ruſe the Houſe of the Aſſem- 


_ bly in all matters of importance; the 


greateſt number of the aſſembly being 
common farmers, Who know little of 
men and things, and are eaſily deluded 
and ſeduced. 

By this aſſociation, united in intereſt 
and family connections with the pro- 
prietors of the great tracts, a domination 
of lawyers was formed in this Province, 
which, for ſome years paſt, has been 
too ſtrong for the executive powers of 
government. Beſides what is before 
ted, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that, 
ſeveral years paſt; the Aſſembly grants 
the ſupport of power only from year to 
year; they increaſe and leſſon the ſala. 
ries of all the officers at their pleaſure; 
and the bill paſſed in tlie Houſe of As- 
ſembly (the author means the Houſe of 
Commons) in: the laſt ſeſſions of par- 
liament, laying internal taxes on the Co- 
lony, and paying all the offioers of go- 
vernment, as it is ſuggeſted they may 
intend to do, will deſtroy the great and 
undue influence, which the 
his gained o over tlie antini tian to 

5 | the 
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the great prejudice of his Majelty's pre- 
rogative in the Colonies; and it is chiefly 
for'this reaſom that | the. popular, leaders, fo 
violent iy oppoſe the act for. _ 4 Stamp 
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Extra#t of of a LETTER 7o the Lorps of 
kor, dated Aug. 15, 1766,” my 
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ESTERDAY morning, at break of 
day, was diſcovered hanging upon 
a tree, in a ſtreet in the town, an efligy, 
with inſcriptions, ſhewing, that it was 
intended to repreſent Mr. Oliver the ſe- 
eretary, who had lately accepted the of- 
fice of Stamp Diſtributor. Some of the 
neighbours offered to take it down, hut 
they were given to know, that would 
not be permitted. Many gentlemen, 
eſpecially ſome of the council, treated 
it as a boyiſh: ſport, that did not deſerve 
the notice of the Governor and Council. 
However, the Lieutenant-governor, as 
_ Juſtice, ditected the Sheriff, to, or- 
e 2 der 
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XEXYE APPEEN DT XA 


det his officers. to take dowp-the.efligy.; 
and a Couneil was appointed to meet in 


the afternoon, to conſider what ſhanld, 


be. done, if the Sheriffs ofiicers were 
obſtructed in removing the effig y. 

Beſore the Council met, the Sheriff 
7 eported, that his officers had .endea- 
voured to take down the effigy, but could 


not do it without imminent danger of 


their lives. The Council met, repre- 
ſented this tranſaction as the beginning 
oſ much greater commotions, and de- 
fi red their advice what ſhould be done 
upon this, occaſion. A majority of the 
Council. ſpoke in form againſt doing any 
thing ; but upon very different princi- 
ples: ſome {aid ãt was a trifling buſineſs, 
which, if let alone, would ſubſide of 


itlelf but if taken notice of, would be- 


come a ſexiqus aflait. Others ſaid, that 
it Was a {crious affair already: that it 
Was a preęoncerted huſineſs, in Which 
the greateſt part of the town was en- 
gaged ; that there was no force to op- 
pole it, and making an oppoſition to it, 
without 2 power. to ſupport the oppoſi- 


tion, would ,gply. FINS dhe People. 
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and be a means of extending the miſæ 
chief to perſons not at preſent the ob- 
jects of it. The Sheriff was ordered to 
aſſemble the peace officers, and preſerve 
the peace ʒ u matter of form, — _ 
ral ſignificance. 1200 

Ie now grew dark; whe th n 
which had been gathering all the after- 
noon, came down to the Town- houſe, 
bringing the effigy with them; and, 
knowing that they were ſitting in the 
Council- chamber, they gave three huz- 
zas, by way of defiance, and paſſed on. 
From thence they went to a new build- 
ing, lately erected by Mr. Oliver to let 
out for ſhops, and not quite finiſned: 
this they called the Stamp- office, and 
pulled it down to the ground in five 
minutes. From thence they went to 
Mr. Oliver's houſe, before which they 
beheaded the effigy; and broke all the 
windows! next the ſtreet. | Then they 
eatried the effigy to Fort Hill, near Mr. 


Oliver's” houſe," where they burnt the 
effigy in a bonfire, made of the timber 
they hiad pulled down from the building. 
1 Oliver had removed his family from 


his 
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his houſe, and remained himfelf with a 
few friends, hen the mob returned to 
attack the house. 
Mx. Oliver was prevailed upon to re- 
tice, and his friends kept poſſeſſion ot 
the houſe: the mob finding the door 
barricaded; broke don the whole (fence. 
of the garden towards Fort Hill; and 
coming on, beat all the doors and win- 
dows of the garden front, and entered 
the houſe,” the gentlemen there retiring. 
As ſoon as they had got poſſeſſion, they 
ſearched about for Mr. Oliver, declaring 
they would kill him. Fiading that he 
had left the houſe; a party ſet out to 
ſearch two neighbouring houſes, in one 
of which Mr. Oliver was; but, happily, 
they were divetted from this purſuit by 
a gentleman telling them, that Mr. Oli- 
ver was gone with the Governot to the 
Caſtle; otherwiſe he would certainly 
have been murthered. After eleven 
o'clock;/the mob ſeeming to grow quiet, 
the Lieutenant-governor, Chief Juſtice," 
and the Sheriff, ventured to go to Mr. 
Oliver's houſe, to endeavour to perſuade 
them to diſperſe ; as ſoon as they began 
ta 
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to ſpeak, a ringleader eried out, „ The 
Governor and the Sheriff, to your arms, 
my boys; preſently after, à volley of 
ſtones followed, and the two gentlemen 
narrowly: eſcaped, through favour of the 
night, not without ſome bruiſes. E 
ſhould have mentioned before, that a 
written order was ſent to the Colonel of. 
the regiment of militia, to beat an a- 
larm : he anſwered, that it would ſignify 
nothing, ſor, as ſoon as the drum Was 
heard, the drummer would be knocked 
dovyn, and the drum broke: he added, 
that probably all the drummers of the 
regiment were in the ' mob. | Nothing 
more being to be done, the mob Were 
left to diſperſe at their own time, Which 
they did about twelve o lock. Whiĩlſti 
Jam writing, I faw a bonfire burning 
on Fort Hill, by which I underſtand the 
mob is up, and probably doing miſchief:; 
Iiſhall therefore diſcontinue this letter 
till L can receive information of what is. 
done this night. TONMT9VORN=} ABST 14 303 
iM 01 09 o beiin tirade add bos 
obiutneq o! 110165005 0} alvor 2 
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that he would immediately apply for 


I APPENDIX. 


4e 16. 

I* tr of yeſterdays ſeveral 

gentlemen applied to Mr. Oliver, to 
adviſe him to make a public declaration, 
that he would reſign the office, and ne- 
ver act in it; without which they ſaid 
his houſe would be immediately deſtroy- 
ed, and his life in continual danger: 
upon which he was obliged to authorize 
ſome gentlemen to declare in public, 


leave to reſign, aud would not act in the 
office (as indeed it was ĩmpofſible for him 
to 1 way) he received further W 
„ i tid) 3634 Lib 
429 aa. , 
1 G now to Dew, the, ſubject af 
my letter, dated the 15th; and 16th. 
inſtant It is difficult to conceive. the 
fury, which at preſent; poſſeſſes the peo- 
ple of Boſton, of all orders and degrees 
af men: if a gentleman, in common 
converſation, ſignifies his. diſapprobation 


of this inſurrection, his perſon is im- 


mediately in danger. A gentleman ha» 
ving faid, that, notwithſtanding what 
Was 


APPENDIX. oli 


was paſſed, he would accept of the 
ſtamp- office, 2 day was fixed for pullin 
without diffiaulty. Another gentleman 
having mentioned his expectation, that 
ſome regular ſorres would be ſent into 
the town; was obliged to make inter- 
caſſion to prevent his being mobbed. 
Miniſter of the church of England ha- 
ving, in his ſermon, obliquely condemned 
theſe proceedings, has been threatened 
with the reſentment of the People! On 
the other hand; a Miniſter of one of 
the principal meetings told Mr. Oliver, 
that though he was ſorry this miſchief 
had fell upon him, yet it was a very 
proper and neceſſary proceeding, and he 
quite approved of it. Another congre4 
gational Miniſter, well known by his 
late polemical writings, has; as" I have 
been told by ſeveral petſons, jaſtiſied this 
ptoceeding in his ſermon, and prayed? 
for its ſucceſs : but there are congrega-" 
tional Miniſters, I doubt not, (and T 
know ſome) who condem it, but they 
dare not ſpeak out, which is the cafe of 
every one who does not ap prove of it. 

ta f I 
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that the government was obliged to look 
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F would not willingly aggravate matters, 
but I really fear much worſe is to come 
than is paſſed: the Sheriff of this coun< 
ty, a prudent and reſolute man, has told 
me, that he was applied to by ſore 
friends, who would have perſuaded him 
to reſign his office, for it would ſdon 
become dangerous for a civil officer to 


appear; and that both his deputies at 


Boſton had applied to reſign. The firſt 
of November is appointed for a grand 
jubilee; when, I ſuppoſe; there will be 
much miſchief done, and vengeance 
wrecked upon thoſe Who remain friends 
— Sit non sgl mol 
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e eg 14908 Ladet üs, | 
T is wan 3 1 
am obliged to continue the ſubject of 


my laſt letters of the -1$th and r6th; 


and of the 22d inſt. the diſorders of the 
town having been carried to much greater 
lengths than what I have informed your 
Lordſhips of. AE Roh YUQ DOR T96nulg 
After the demolition of Mr. Oliver's 
houſe was found ſo practicable and eaſy, 


on, 
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on, without being able to take any one 
ſtep to prevent it, and the principal peo! 
ple of the town publicly avowed and 
juſtified the act, the mob, both great 
and ſinall, became highly elated, and 
all ckinds of ill-humours were ſet on 
foot: every thing that, for years paſt, 
had been the cauſe of any popular diſ- 
content, was tevived; and private re- 
ſentments againſt perſons in office 
worked themſelves in, and endeavoured 
to exert themſelves under the * of 
the public cauſ. „ down 
On Monday, Auguſt abs, had was 
ſome ſmall rumour, that miſchief would 
be done that night ; but it was in gene- 
ral diſregarded... Towards evening, ſome | 
boys began to light a bonfire before the 
Townrhouſe, which is an uſual Gund 
far a mob, Before it was quite dark, a 
great company of people gathered toge- 
ther, crying, Liberty and Property; which 
is their uſual notice of their intention to 
plunder and pull down an houſe. They 
went firſt to Mr. Paxton's houſe, who 
is marſhal of the Court of Admiralty, 
and ſurveyor of the port; and finding 
4 before 
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before it the owner of the houſe (NM . 
Paxton being only a tenant) he aſſured 
them, that Mr. Paxton had quitted the 
houſe with his beſt effects, and, that the 
houſe was his; that he had never in- 
jured them, and finally, invited them to 
go to the tavern. and drink à barrel of 
punch: the offer was accepted, and ſo 
that houſe was ſaved. As ſoon as they 
had drank the punch, they went to the 
houſe of Mr. Storey, regiſter-deputy of 
the Admiralty, broke into it, and broke 
it all to- pieces, and took out all the 
books and papers, among which were 
all the records of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and carried them to the bonfire, 
aud there burnt them: they alſo looked 

about ſor him with an intention to kill 
him. From thence they went to Mr. 


 Hollowell's, comptroller of the Cuſtoms, 


broke into bis houſe, and deſtroyed and 
carried off every thing of value, with 
about thirty pounds, ſterling, in caſli. 
This houſe was lately built by himſelf, 
and fitted and furniſhed with great ele- 
gance. But the n erer of all 


Was to come. I 4 ie 
The 


APPENDIX wy 


The Lieutenant-governor had been 
apprized, that there was an evil ſpirit 
gone forth againſt him; but, being con- 
ſcious that he had not in the leaſt de- 
ſerved to be made a party, in regard to 
the Stamp- act or the Cuſtom-houſe, he 
reſted in full ſecurity that the mob would 
not attack him; and he was at ſupper 
with his family when he received advice 
that the mob was coming to him. He 
immediately ſent away his children; and 
determined to ſtay in the houſe himſelf : 
but, happily, his eldeſt daughter return- 
ed; and declared ſhe would not ſtir from 
the houſe, unleſs he went with her; by 
which means ſhe got him away, which 
was undoubtedly the occaſion of ſaving 
his life. For, as ſoon as the mob had 
got into the houſe, with a moſt ijrreſiſt- 
able fury; they immediately looked about 
for him; to murder him, and even made 
diligent enquiry whither he was gone. 
They went to work with a rage ſcarce 
to be exemplified by the moſt” ſavage 
people. Every thing moveable was de- 
ſtroyed in the moſt minute manner, ex- 
1 ſuch things of value as were worth 

| carrying 
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carrying off; among which were near 
1000 J. ſterling, in ſpecie, beſides a great 
quantity of family plate, & . But the 
loſs to be moſt lamented is, that there 
was in one room, kept for that purpoſe, 
a large and valuable collection of manu- 
ſcripts and original papers, which he had 
been gathering all his life-time, and to 
which all perſons, who had been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of valuable papers of a public 
kind, had been contributing, as to a 
public Muſeum. As theſe related to the 


Hiſtory and policy of the country, from 


the time of its ſettlement to the preſent, 
and was the only collection of its kind, 
the loſs to the public is great and irre- 
trievable, as it is to himſelf, the loſs of 
the papers of a family, which had made 

a ſigure in this Province for a hundred 
and thirty years. As for the houſe, 
which; from its ſtructure and inſide fi- 
niſhing, ſeemed to be from a deſign of 
Inigo Jones, or his ſucceſſor, it appears, 
that they were a long while reſolved to 


level it to the ground: they worked 


three bours at the cupola before they 
could get it down, and they uncovered 
Fe part 
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part of the roof but I ſuppoſe, that the 
chickneſs of the walls, which were of 
very fine brick- work, adorned with Ionic 
pilaſters worked into. the wall, prevented 
their compleating their purpoſe, though 
they worked at it till day-light. The 
next day the ſtreets were found ſcattered 
with money, plate, gold rings, &c. which 
had been dropt in carrying off. The 
whole loſs in this houſe! is reckoned at 
3000 J. ſterling It was now becoming 
a war of plunder, of general levelling, 
and taking away the diſtinction of rich 
and poor: ſo that thoſe gentlemen, who 
had promoted and approved the cruel 
treatment of Mr. Oliver, became now 
as fearful for themſelves as the moſt loyal 
perſon in the town could be. When 
firſt the town took this new turn, I was 
in hopes that they would have diſavowed 
all the riotous proceedings; that of the 
firſt, night, as well as the laſt. But it 1s 
no ſuch thing, great pains are taken to 
ſeparate the two riots: what Was done 
againſt Mr. Oliver 18 ſtill approved of, 28 
a neceſſary declaration of their reſolution 
not to ſubmit to the Stamp- act; and 
Ur even 


wlvii APPENDIX, 
even the cruel treatment of him and his 


family is juſtified by its conſequences, the 
frightening him into a reſignation ; and 
it has been publicly hinted, that if a line 
is not drawn between. the firſt riot and 


the laſt, the Civil Power will not be ſup- 


ported by the principal people of the 
town, as it is affured it ſhall be now. — 
So that the preſent authority of the Go- 
vernment is only exerciſed: upon condi- 


tion, and with preſcribed limitations. 


NUMBER XII. 


ExTRACTH from NR WS- PAPERS. 


| New-York, Nov. 4. 
H E late extraordinary and unpre- 
cedented preparations in Fort 


George, and the ſecuring the ſtamped 


paper in that garriſon, having greatly 
alarmed and diſpleaſed the inhabitants of 


this city, a vaſt number of them afſem- 
bled laſt Friday evening in the Com- 
mons, from whence they marched down 


the Fly, (preceded by a number of 
| lights) 
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lights) and having ſtopped a few minutes 
at the coffee - houſe, proceeded to the fort 
walls; when they broke open the ſtable 
of the Lieutenant- governor, took out 
his coach, and, after carrying the ſame 
through the principal ſtreets of the city 
in triumph, marched to the Commons, 
where a gallows was erected, at one end 
of which was ſuſpended the effigy of the 
perſon whoſe property the coach was: 
in his right hand he held a ſtamped bill 
of lading, and on his breaſt was affixed 
a paper with the following inſeription, 
The Rebel Drummer in the Year 1765 at 
his back was fixed a drum, the badge of 
his profeſſion; at the other end of the 
gallows hung the figure of the Devil, a 
proper companion for the other, as it is 
ſuppoſed ĩt was entirely at his on 
he acted: after they had hung then 
_ conſiderable time, they carried the e 
gies with the gallows entire, being Pe. 
ceded by the coach, in a grand proceſ- 
ſion, to the gate of the fort, where it 
remained for ſome time; from whence 
it was removed to the Bowling-green, 
under the muzzles of the fort guns, 
g where 
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where a bonfire was immediately made, 
and the Drummer, Devil, Coach, &c. 
were conſumed, amidſt the acclamations 
of ſome thouſands of ſpectators; and, 
we make no doubt, but the Lieutenant- 
governor and his friends had the morti- 
fication of viewing the whole proceed- 
ing from the ramparts of the fort. But 
the buſineſs of the night not being yet 
concluded, the whole body proceeded 
with the greateſt decency and good or- 
der to Vauxhall, the houſe of major 
James, who, it was reported, was 2 
friend to the Stamp- act, and had been 
over officious in his duty, from whence 
they took every individual article, to a 
very conſiderable amount, and having 
made another bonfire, the whole was 
conſumed in the flames, to the great ſa- 
tisfaction of every perſon preſent; after 
which they diſperſed, and every man 
went to his reſpective habitation. The 
whole affair was conducted with ſuch 
decorum, that not the leaſt accident 
happened. 
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NUMBER XIV. 
Philadelphia. In Aſembly, Sept. 21, 1765. A.M, 
HE Houſe taking into conſidera- 
tion, that an act of parliament has 
lately paſſed in England, for impoling 
certain ſtamp-duties, and other duties, 
on his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, 
whereby they conceive ſome of = 
moſt eſſential and valuable rights as Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects to be deeply affected, think 
it a duty they owe to themſelves and 
their poſterity, to come to the following 
' reſolutions, viz. 

Reſolyed, nem. con, That the Aſſem- 
blies of this Province have, from time 
to time, whenever requiſitions have teen 
made by bis Majeſly for carrying on military 
operations for the defence of America, moſt 
chearfully and liberally contributed their 
full proportion of men and money for 
thoſe ſervices. | | 
\ Reſolved, nem. con. That whenever 
his Majeſty s ſervice ſhall, for the future, 
require the aids of the inhabitants of 
this Province, and they ſhall be called upon 
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for that purpoſe in a conſtitutional way, it 
will be their indiſpenſible duty, moſt. 
chearfully and liberally to grant to his 
Majeſty their proportion of men and 
money, for the defence, ſecurity and 
other public ſervices of the Britiſh Ame- 
rican Colonies. ' 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the inkabl- 
tants of this Province are entitled to all 
the liberties, rights, and privileges of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great-Britain or 
elſewhere ; and that the conſtitution” of 
government in this Province is founded 
on the natural rights of mankind, and 
the noble principles of Engliſh liberty, 
and therefore i is, or . to A pet- 
fectly free. | 

Reſolved, nem. con. That it is t Wess 
tereſt, birthright, and indubitable pri- 

vilege of every Britiſh ſubject, to be 
taxed only by his own conſent,” or that . 
of his legal repreſentatives, in conjunce . 
tion with his Majeſty, or his ſubſtitutes. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the only legal 
repreſentatives f the inhabitants of this 
Province are the perſons they annually elt, 
to ſerve as members of Aſſembly. 


Reſolved 
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Reſolved therefore, nem. con. That be 
taxation of the people of this Province, ly 
any other perſons whatſoever than ſuch their 
repreſentatives in Aſſembly, is unconſlitu= - 
tional, and pony, he f vid 20 valuable 5 


rights, 


Reſolved, nem. con. That hel laying 2 


taxes upon the inhabitants of this Pro- 


vince in any other manner, being mani- 
feftly ſubverfroe of public liberty, muſt, of 


neceſſary conſequence, / be utterly de- 


ſtructive of public happineſs. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That the reſting 


an authority, f in the Courts of Admiralty, 
to decide, in ſuits relating to the Stamp 


Duties, and other matters, foreign to 


their proper juriſdiction, is highly dan- 


gerous to the liberties 'of: his Majeſty's 


American ſubjects, "contrary to Magna 


Charta; the great charter and fountain 


of Engliſn liberty, and deſtructive of 
one of their moſt darling and acknow- 


ledged rights, that of trials by juries. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That it is the opi- 


nion of this Houſe, that the reſtraints, 


impoſed by ſeveral late acts of parlia- 


ment, on the trade of this Province, at 


a time 
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a time when the people labour under an 


_ enormous debt, muſt, of neceſlity, be 


attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences; not only to this Province, but 
to the. trade of our Mother Country. 
Reſolved, nem. con. That this Houſe 
think it their duty thus firmly to aſſert, 
with modeſiy and decency, their inherent 
rights, that their poſterity may learn and 
know that it was not with their conſent 
and acquieſcence, that any taxes ſhould be 
levied on them by any perſon, but their own 
repreſentatives 3 and are deſirous, that 
theſe: their reſolves ſhould remain on 
their Minutes, as a teſtimony of the zeal 
and ardent deſire of the preſent Houſe 
of Aſſembly, to preſerve their ineſtimable 
rights, which, as Engliſhmen, they have 
poſſeſſed ever ſince this Province was 
ſettled, and to tranſmit them to their 
lateſt poſterity. 
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Bos To, June 1765. 
SIX, . 


HE Houſe of Repreſentatives of 

this province, in the preſent ſeſſion 

of the general court, have unanimouſly 
agreed to propole a meeting, as ſoon as 
may be, of comMITTEEs, from the 
houſes of repreſentatives or burgeſſes of 
the ſeveral Britiſh colonies on this conti- 
nent, to conſult together on the preſent 
circumſtances of the colonies, and the 
_ difficulties to which they are, and muſt 
be reduced, by the operation of the acts 
of parliament for levying duties and taxes 
on the colonies ; and to conſider of a ge- 
B neral 


4 | 
neral, and united, dutiful, loyal and 
humble repreſentation of their condition, 
to his Majeſty and the Parliament, and to 
implore relief. The houſe of repreſenta- 
tives of this province have alſo voted to 
propoſe, That ſuch meeting be at the 
city of New-York, in the province of 
New-York, on the firſt Tueſday in Octo- 
ber next ; and have appointed a commit- 
tee of three of their members to attend 
that ſervice, with ſuch as the other houſes 
of repreſentatives, or burgeſſes, in the 
ſeveral colonies, may think fit to appoint 
to meet them. And the committee of the 
houſe of repreſentatives of this province, 
are directed to repair to ſaid New-York, 
on ſaid firſt Tueſday in October next, ac- 
cordingly. 5 | 

If, therefore, your honourable houſe 
ſhould agree to this propoſal, it would be 
acceptable, that as early notice of it as 
poſſible, might be tranſmitted to the 
_-_ of the houſe of repreſentatives of 

is province. 
SAMUEL WHITE, Speaker. 


In conſequence of the foregoing circu- 
lar letter, the following gentlemen met at 
New-York, in the province of New-York, 


on Monday the ſeventh day of October, 
1705, VIZ. | 


From 
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From the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
bay, 
James Oris, 
OLIVER PATRIDGE, fpEſquires. 
TiMoTHY RUGGLES, 


From the colony of Rhode-Iſland, and 
Providence plantations, 

| METCALF 0 = 

HENRY WARP, TIE" 


From the colony of Connecticut, 
ELIPHALET DYER, 
Davip RowLaND, f Eſquires. 
WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON, 


From the colony of New-York, 
ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, 
JohN CRU GER, 

PHILIPP LIvINGSTON, Eſquires. 1 
WILLIAM ByaRD, "ih 
LEONARD LISPENARPD, 


From the colony of New- Jerſey, 
RoBERT OGDEN, 
HEeNnDRICK FISHER, Eſquires. 
JosEPH BoRDEN, 


From the Province of Pennſylvania. | 
Joun DicKENS0N, | 
Joun MoRTon, Eſquires. 
GORGE BRYAN, 


From 


+] 

From the government of the counties 
of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on De- 
laware, 

CÆSAR RoDNEY, Eſuui 
THoMaAs Aras, cnt 
From the province of Maryland, 
WILLIAM MuRpock, 
EpwaARD TILGHMAN, Eſquires. 
THOMAS RinGGoLD, 


From the province of South-Carolina, 
THOMAS LyNcn, 
CHRISTOPHEK GADSDEN, pEfquires, 
Joun RuTLEDGE, 


Then the ſaid committees proceeded to 
chuſe a chairman by ballot, and Timothy 
Ruggles, eſq; on ſorting and counting he 
votes, appeared to have a majority, and 
thereupon was placed in the chair. 


SATURDAY, October 19, 1785 A. M. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment, and reſumed, Cc. as yeſterday. 
And, upon mature deliberation, agreed to 
the following declarations of the rights 
and grievances of the coloniſts in America, 
which were ordered to be inſerted. 

The members of this congreſs, ſincerely 
devoted, with the warmeſt ſentiments of 
affection 


5 
affection and duty to his Majeſty's perſon 


and government, inviolably attached to 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment of the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and with minds 
deeply impreſſed by a ſenſe of the preſent 
and impending misfortunes of the Britiſh 
colonies on this continent; having conſi- 
dered as maturely as time will permit, the 
circumſtances of the ſaid colonies, eſteem 
it our indiſpenſable duty to make the fol- 
lowing declarations of our humble opi- 
nion, reſpecting the moſt effential rights 
and liberties of the coloniſts, and of the 
grievances under which they labour, by 
reaſon of ſeveral late acts of parliament. 


I. That his Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe 


colonies, owe the ſame allegiance to the 
crown of Great-Britain, that is owing 
from his ſubjects born within the realm, 
and all due ſubordination to that auguſt 
body the parliament of Great- Britain. 

II. That his Majeſty's liege ſubjects in 
theſe colonies, are entitled to all the in- 
herent rights and liberties of his natural 
born ſubjects, within the kingdom of 
Great-Britain. 

III. That it is inſeparably eſſential to 
the freedom of a people, and the undoubt- 
ed right of Engliſhmen, that no taxes be 
impoſed on them but with their own 
conſent, given perſonally, or by their 
repreſentatiyes. 

IV. That 


„ 
IV. That the people of theſe colonies 
are not, and, from their local circum- 
ſtances, cannot be, repreſented in the 
Houſe of Commons in Great- Britain. 

V. That the only repreſentatives of 
the people of theſe colonies are perſons 
choſen therein by themſelves, and that no 
taxes ever have been, or can be conſtitu- 
tionally impoſed on them, but by their 
reſpective legiſlature. 

VI. That all ſupplies to the crown be- 
ing free gifts of the people, it is unreaſon- 
able and inconſiſtent with the principles 
and ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, for 
the people of Great-Britain to grant to 
his Majeſty the property of the colonifts. 

VII. That trial by jury, is the inherent 

and invaluable right of every Britiſh ſub- 
ject in theſe colonies, 
VIII. That the late act of parliament, 
entitled, An af for granting and applying 
certain ſtamp- duties, and other duties, in 
the Britiſh colonies and plantations in Ame- 
rica, &c. by impoſing taxes on the inha- 
bitants of theſe colonies, and the ſaid act, 
and ſeveral other acts, by extending the 
juriſdiction of the courts of admiralty be- 
yond its ancient limits, have a manifeſt 
tendency to ſubvert the rights and libertie$ 
of the coloniſts. 

IX. That the duties impoſed by ſe- 
yeral late acts of parliament, from the 
peculiar 


E 
peculiar circumſtances of theſe colonies, 
will be extremely burthenſome and grie- 
vous; and ſrom the ſcarcity of ſpecie, the 
payment of them abſolutely impracticable. 

X. That as the profits of the trade of 
theſe colonies ultimately center in Great- 
Britain, to pay for the manufactures which 
they are obliged to take from thence, they 
eventually contribute very largely to all 
ſupplies granted there to the crown. 

XI. That the reſtrictions impoſed by 
ſeveral late acts of parliament on the trade 
of theſe colonies, will render them unable 
to purchaſe the manufactures of Great- 
Britain, 

XII. That the increaſe, proſperity and 
happineſs of theſe colonies, depend on the 
full and free enjoyments of their rights 
and liberties; and an intercourſe with 


Great-Britain mutually affectionate and 


advantageous. 
XIII. That it is the right of the Britiſh 
ſubjects in theſe colonies to petition the 
king, or either houſe of parliament. 
Laſtly, That it is the indiſpenſable du- 
ty of theſe colonies, to the beſt of ſove- 
reigns, to the mother country, and 'to 
themſelves, to endeavour by a loyal and 
ediitiful addreſs to his Majeſty, and hum- 
ble applications to both houſes of parlia- 
ment, to procure the repeal of the act for 
granting and applying certain ſtamp-du- 
C 


ties, 
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3 
ties, of all clauſes of any other acts of 
parliament, whereby the juriſdiction of 
the admiralty is extended as aforeſaid, and 
of the other late acts for the reſtriction of 
American commerce. 

Upon motion, voted, That Robert R. 
Livingſton, William Samuel Johnſon, and 
William Murdock, eſquires, be a com- 
mittee to prepare an addreſs to his Majeſty, 
and lay the ſame before the congreſs on 
Monday next. 

Voted alſo, That John Rutledge, Ed- 
ward Tilghman, and Philip Livingſton, 
eſquires, be a committee to prepare a me- 
mortal and petition to the lords in parlia- 
ment, and lay the ſame before the con- 
greſs on Monday next. 

Voted alſo, That Thomas Lynch, James 
Otis, and Thomas McKean, eſquires, be a 
committee to prepare a petition to the 
houſe of commons of Great-Britain, and 
lay the fame before the congreſs on Mon- 
day next. | 

Then the congreſs adjourned to Mon- 
day next at twelve o'clock. 


Monpay, October 21, 1765, A. M. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. 


The ccmmittce appointed to prepare 
and bring in an addrets to his Majeſty, did 
| report, 
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report, that they had eſſayed a draught for 
that purpoſe, which they laid on the ta- 
ble, and humbly ſubmitted to the correc- 
tion of the congreſs. 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and after 
ſundry amendments, the ſame was ap- 
proved of by the congreſs, and ordered to 
be ingroſſed. 

The committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in a memorial and petition to 
the lords in parliament, did report, That 
they had eſſayed a draught for that pur- 
_ which they laid on the table, and 

umbly ſubmitted to the correction of 
the congreſs. 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and after 
ſundry amendments, the fame was ap- 
ps of by the congreſs, and ordered to 

e ingroſled. a 

The committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in a petition to the houſe of 
commons of Great-Britain did report, 
That they had eſſayed a draught for that 
purpoſe, which they laid on the table, 
and humbly ſubmitted to the correction 
of the congtreſs. 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and after 
ſundry amendments, the ſame was ap- 

roved of by the congreſs, and ordered to 
bh ingroſſed. 

The congreſs adjourn to to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock. 
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TUESDAY, October 22, 1765, A. M. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

The addreſs to his Majeſty being in- 
groſſed, was read and compared, and is 
as follows, vs. 


To the King's moſt Excellent MAJESTY. 


The PET1T10N of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Ifland, and Providence plan- 
tations, . , 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the govern- 
ment of the counties of New-Caſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex, upon Delaware, province of 


Maryland, . $, ay oa 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, 


HAT the inhabitants of theſe colo- 
nies, unanimouſly devoted with the 
warmeſt ſentiments of duty and affection 
to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and go- 
vernment, inviolably attached to the pre- 
ſent happy eſtabliſhment of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion in your illuſtrious houſe, and 
deeply ſenſible of your royal attention to 
their proſperity and happineſs, humbly 
beg 


11 
beg leave to approach the throne, by re- 
e NaF. to your Majeſty, that theſe co- 


onies were originally planted by ſubjects 


of the Britiſh crown, who, animated with 
the ſpirit of liberty, encouraged by your 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, and confid- 
ing in the public faith for the enjoyment 
of all the rights and liberties eſſential to 
freedom, emigrated from their native 
country to this continent, and by their 
ſucceſsful perſeverance in the midſt of in- 
numerable dangers and difficulties, toge- 
ther with a profuſion of their blood and 
treaſure, have happily added theſe vaſt 
and valuable dominions to the empire of 
Great-Britain. That for the enjoyment 
of theſe rights and liberties, ſeveral go- 
vernments were early formed in the ſaid 
colonies, with full power of legiſlation, 
agreable to the principles of the Engliſh 
conſtitution. 

That under thoſe governments, theſe 
liberties, thus veſted in their anceſtors, 
and tranſmitted to their poſterity, have 
been exerciſed and enjoyed, and by the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings thereof (under the fa- 
vour of almighty God) the inhoſpitable 
deſarts of America have been converted 
into flouriſhing countries ; ſcience, huma- 
nity, and the knowledge of divine truths, 
diffuſed through remote regions of igno- 


rance, 
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rance, infidelity, and barbariſm; the 
number of Britiſh ſubjects wonderfully in- 
creaſed, and the wealth and power of 
Great-Britain proportionably augmented. 

That by means of theſe ſettlements, 
and the unparallelled ſucceſs of your Ma- 
jeſty's arms, a foundation is now laid for 
rendering the Britiſn empire the moſt ex- 
tenſive and powerful w 4 any recorded in 


hiſtory, Our connection with this em- 


pire, we eſteem our greateſt happineſs and 
ſecurity, and humbly conceive it may now 
be ſo eſtabliſhed by your royal wiſdom, as 


to endure to the lateſt period of time; 


this, with moſt humble ſubmiſſion to your 
Majeſty, we apprehend will be moſt effec- 
tually accompliſhed, by fixing the pillars 
thereof on liberty and juſtice, and ſecur- 
ing the inherent rights and liberties of 
your ſubjects here, upon the principles of 
the Engliſh conſtitution. To this con- 
ſtitution theſe two principles are eſſential, 
the right of your faithful ſubjects, freely 
to grant to your Majeſty, ſuch aids as are 
required for the ſupport of your govern- 
ment over them, and other public exigen- 
cies, and trials by their peers : by the one 
they are ſecured from unreaſonable impo- 
fitions; and by the other from arbitrary 
deciſions of the executive power. 

The continuation of theſe liberties to 
the inhabitants of America we ardently 


implore, 
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implore, as abſolutely neceſſary to unite 
the ſeveral parts of your wide extended 
dominions, in that harmony ſo effential to 
the preſervation and happineſs of the 
whole. Protected in theſe liberties, the 
emoluments Great-Britain receives from 
us, however great at preſent, are inconſi- 


derable, compared with thoſe ſhe has the 


faireſt proſpect of acquiring. By this pro- 


tection ſhe will for ever ſecure to herſelf 
the advantage of conveying to all Europe, 
the merchandiſes which America furniſhes, 


and of ſupplying through the ſame chan- 


nel whatever is wanted from thence. Here 
opens a boundleſs ſource of wealth and 
naval ſtrength ; yet theſe immenſe advan- 
tages, by the abridgment of thoſe invalua- 
ble rights and liberties, by which our 
growth has been nouriſhed, are in danger 
of being for ever Joſt; and our ſubordi- 
nate legiſlatures, in effect, rendered uſe- 
leſs, by the late acts of parliament impo- 
ſing duties and taxes on theſe colonies, 
and extending the juriſdiction of the courts 
of admiralty here, beyond its ancient li- 
mits : ſtatutes by which your Majeſty's 
commons in Britain undertake abſolutely 
to diſpoſe of the property of their fellow 
ſubjects in America, without their conſent, 
and for the enforcing whereof, they are 
ſubjected to the determination of a fingle 
Judge in a court unreſtrained by the wiſe 

rules 
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rules of the common law, the birthright 
of Engliſhmen, and the ſafeguard of their 
' perſons and properties. 

The invaluable rights of taxing our- 
ſelves, and trial by our peers, of which 
we implore your Majeſty's protection, are 
not, we moſt humbly conceive unconſti- 
tutional ; but confirmed by the great 
CHARTER of Engliſh liberty. On the 
_ firſt of theſe rights the honourable the 
houſe of commons found their practice of 
originating money bills, a right enjoyed 
by the kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy 
of England, until relinquiſhed by them- 
ſelves, a right, in fine, which all other 
your Majeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, both 
within and 'without the realm, have hi- 
therto enjoyed. | 

With hearts, therefore, impreſſed with 
the moſt indelible characters of gratitude 
to your Majeſty, and to the memory of 
the kings of your illuſtrious houſe, whoſe 
reigns have been ſignally diſtinguiſhed by 
their auſpicious influence on the proſperity 
of the Britiſh dominions, and convinced 
by the moſt affecting proofs of your Ma- 
jeſty's paternal love to all your people, 
however diſtant, and your unceaſing and 
benevolent deſires to promote their happi- 
neſs, we moſt humbly beſeech your Ma- 
jeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed 


to 


1151 
to take into your royal conſideration the 
diſtreſſes of your faithful ſubjects on this 
continent, and to lay the ſame before your 
Majeſty's parliament, and to afford them 
ſuch relief as in your royal wiſdom their 


unhappy circumſtances ſhall be judged to 
require, 


And your petitioners as in duty bound 
will fray. 


The memorial to the lords in parlia- 
ment was read and compared, and is as 
follows, viz. 


To the right honourable the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal of Great-Britain, in parlia- 
ment eme ; 


The MEMORIAL of the freeholders and 
others inhabitants of the Maſſachuſett's- 
Bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Providence plan- 
tations, . , New 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the government of 
the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and 
Suſſex, upon Delaware, province of Ma- 
ryland, 


[16] 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, 
HAT his Majeſty's liege ſubjects in 


his American colonies, though they 
acknowledge a due ſubordination to that 
auguſt body the Britiſh parliament,' are 
entitled, in the opinion of your memori- 
aliſts, to all the inherent rights and liber- 
ties of the natives of Great-Britain, and 
have cver ſince the Settlement of the ſaid 
colonies exerciſed thoſe rights and liber- 
ties, as far as their local circumſtances 
would permit. 

That your memoraliſts humbly con- 
ceive one of the moſt eſſential rights of 
theſe colonies, which they have ever, till 
lately, uninterruptedly injoyed, to be 
trial by jury. 

That your memorialiſts alſo humbl 
conceive another of theſe eſſential rights 
to be, the exemption from all taxes, but 
ſuch as are impoſed on the people by the 
ſeveral legiſlatures in theſe colonies, which 
right alſo they have, till of late, freely 

enjoyed. | 
But your memoraliſts humbly beg leave 
to repreſent to your lordſhips, that the 
act for granting certain ſtamp-duties in 
the Britiſh colonies in America, &c. fills 
his Majeſty's American ſubjects with the 

. deepeſt 
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deepeſt concern, as it tends to deprive 
them of the two fundamental and invalua- 
ble rights and liberties above-mentioned, 
and that ſeveral other late acts of parlia- 
ment, which extend the juriſdiction and 
powers of courts of admiralty in the plant- 
ations, beyond their Jimits in Great-Bri- 
tain, thereby make an unneceſlary and 
unhappy diſtinction as to the modes of 
trial, between us and our fellow ſubjects 
there, by whom we never have been ex- 
celled in duty and loyalty to our Sovereign. 
That from the natural connection be- 

tween Great-Britain and America, the 
perpetual continuance of which your me- 
morialiſts moſt ardently deſire, they con- 
ceive that nothing can conduce more to 
the intereſt of both, than the coloniſts 
free enjoyment of their rights and liber- 
ties, and an affectionate intercourſe be- 
tween Great-Britain and them. But your 
memorialiſts (not waving their claim to 
theſe rights, of which with the moſt be- 
coming veneration and de ferne to the 
wiſdom and juſtice of your lord {h! 'PS, they 
apprehend they cannot reaſonably; be de- 
prived) humbly repreſent, That from the 
peculiar circuthitances of theſe colonies, 
the duties impoſed by the aforeſud act, 
and ſeveral other late acts of porliament, 
are extremely grievous and burtaenſome, 
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and the payment of the ſaid duties will 
very ſoon, for want of ſpecie, become 
abſolutely impracticable; and that the re- 
ſtrictions on trade, by the ſaid acts, will 
not only greatly diſtreſs the colonies, but 
mult be extremely detrimental to the trade 
and true intereſt of Great-Britain. 

Your memorialiſts, therefore, impreſſed 
with a juſt ſenſe of the unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances of the colonies, and the im- 
pending deſtructive conſequences which 
muſt neceſſarily enſue from the execution 
of thoſe acts, animated with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of filial affection for their mo- 
ther country, moſt earneſtly and humbly 
entreat, That your lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to hear their counſel in ſupport of this 
memorial, and take the premiſſes into 
your moſt ſerious conſideration, and that 
your lordſhips will alſo be thereupon 
pleaſed to purſue ſuch meaſures for reſtor- 
ing the juſt rights and liberties of the co- 
lonies, and preſerving them for ever in- 
violate, for redrefling their preſent, and 
preventing future grievances, thereby pro- 
moting the united intereſt of Great-Bri- 
tain and America, as to your lordſhips, in 
your great wiſdom ſhall ſeem moſt con- 
ducive and effectual to that important end. 


And your memorialiſts as in duty bound 
will ever pray. 


WEDNES- 
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WEDNESDAY, October 23, 1765, A. M. 


The congreſs met according to <= 
ment. 

The petition to the houſe of commons 
being ingroſſed, was read and compared, 
and is as follows, v2. 


To the honourable the kmights, citizens, and 


burgeſſes of Great-Britain, in parliament 
afembleg. 


The PETITION of his Majeſty's dutiful 
and loyal ſubjects, the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the colonies of the 
Maſſachuſetts- bay, Rhode-iſland, and Pro- 
vidence plantations, , 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the govern- 
ment of the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex, upon Delaware, nnn 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 
HAT the ſeveral late acts of parlia- 


ment, impoſing divers duties and 

taxes on the colonies, and laying the 
trade and commerce thereof under very 
burthenſome reſtrictions, but above all 
the act for granting and applying certain 
ſtamp-duties, &c. in America, have fill'd 
| them 
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them with the decpeſt concern and ſur- 
prize; and they humbly conceive the exe- 
cution of them will be attended with con- 
ſequences very injurious to the commer- 
cial intereſt of Great-Britain and her co- 
lonies, and muſt terminate in the eventual 
ruin of the latter. \ 

Your petitioners therefore moſt ardently 
implore the attention of the honourable 
houſe, to the united and dutiful repreſent- 
ation of their circumſtances, and to their 
earneſt ſupplications for relief, from thoſe 
regulations which have already involved 
this continent in anxiety, confuſion, and 

diſtreſs. | 
We moſt ſincerely recognize our alle- 
glance to the crown, and acknowledge all 
due ſubordination to the parliament of 
Great-Britain, and ſhall always retain the 
moſt grateful ſenſe of their aſſiſtance and 
protection. It is from and under the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution, we derive all our civil 
and religious rights and liberties: we glo- 
ry in being ſubjects of the beſt of kings, 
and having been born under the moſt per- 
fect form of government; but it is with 
moſt ineffable and humiliating ſorrow, 
that we find ourſelves, of late, deprived 
of the right of granting our own property 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, to which our 
lives and fortunes are entirely devoted, and 
to 
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to which, on his royal requiſitions, we 
have ever been ready to contribute to the 
utmoſt of, pur abilities. 

ave allo the misfortune to find, 
| the penalties and forfeitures men- 
tioffed in the ſtamp- act, and in divers late 
acts of trade extending to the plantations, 
are, at the election of the informer, re- 
coverable in any court of admiralty in 
America. This, as the newly erected 
court of admiralty has a general juriſdiction 
over all Britiſh America, renders his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in theſe colonies, liable to 
be carried, at an immenſe expence, from 
one end of the continent to the other. 

It gives us alſo great pain to ſee a mani- 
feſt diſtinction made therein, between the 
ſubjects of our mother country, and thoſe 
in the colonies, in that the like penalties 
and forfeitures recoverable there only in 
his Majeſty's court of record, are made 
cognizable here by a court of admiralty : 
by theſe means we ſeem to be, in effect, 
unhappily deprived of two privileges eſ- 
ſential to freedom, and which all Englith- 
men have ever conſidered as their beſt 
birthrights, that of being free from all 
taxes but ſuch as they have conſented to 
in perſon, or by their repreſentatives, and 
of trial by their peers. 


TLour 
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our petitioners further ſhew, That 
the remote ſituation, and other circum- 
ſtances of the colonies, render it imprac- 
ticable that they ſhould be repreſented, 
but in their reſpective ſubordinate legiſla- 
ture ; and they humbly conceive, that the 
parliament, adhering ſtrictly to the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, have never hi- 
therto taxed any but thoſe who were actu- 
ally therein repreſented ; for this reaſon, 
we humbly apprehend, they never have 
taxed Ireland, or any other of the ſubjects 
without the realm. 

But were it ever ſo clear, that the co- 
lonies might in law be reaſonably deem'd 
to be repreſented in the honourable houſe 
of commons, yet we conceive, that very 
good reaſons, from inconvenience, from 
the principles of true policy, and from 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, may 
be adduced to ſhew, that it would be for 
the real intereſt of Great-Britain, as well 
as her colonies, that the late regulations 
ſhould be reſcinded, and the ſeveral acts 
of parliament impoſing duties and taxes 
on the colonies, and extending the juriſ- 
diction of the courts of admiralty here, 
beyond their ancient limits, ſhould. be 
repeal 'd. 1 


on 


We ſhall not attempt a minute detail of 
all the reaſons which the wiſdom of the 


honour- 
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honourable houſe may ſuggeſt, on this 
' occaſion, but would humbly ſubmit the 
following particulars to their conſidera- 
tion. | | 

That money is already become very 
ſcarce in theſe colonies, and is ſtill de- 
creaſing by the neceſſary exportation of 
ſpecie from the continent, for the diſ- 
charge of our debts to Britiſh merchants. 

That an immenſely heavy debt is yet due 
from the colonies for Britiſh manufactures, 
and that they are ſtill heavily burthen'd 
with taxes to diſcharge the arrearages due 
for aids granted by them in the late war. 

That the balance of trade will ever be 
much againſt the colonies, and in favour 
of Great-Britain, whilſt we conſume her 
manufactures, the demand for which muſt 
ever increaſe in proportion to the num- 
ber of inhabitants ſettled here, with 
the means of purchaſing them. We 
therefore humbly conceive it to be the 
intereſt of Great-Britain, to increaſe, ra- 
ther than diminiſh, thoſe means, as the 
profits of all the trade of the colonies ul- 
timately center there to pay for her manu- 
factures, as we are not allowed to pur- 
chaſe elſewhere; and by the conſumption 
of which, at the advanced prices the Bri- 


tiſh taxes oblige the makers and venders 
E to 
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to ſet on them, we eventually contribute 
very largely to the revenue of the crown. 

That from the nature of American 
buſineſs, the multiplicity of ſuits and pa- 
pers uſed in matters of ſmall value, in a 
country where freeholds are ſo minutely 
divided, and property ſo frequently trans- 
ferr'd, a ſtamp-duty muſt ever be very 
burthenſome and unequal. 

That it is extremely improbable that 
the honourable houſe of commons ſhould, 
at all times, be thoroughly acquainted 
with our condition, and all facts requiſite 
to a juſt and equal taxation of the colonies. 

It is alſo humbly ſubmitted, Whether 
there be not a material diſtinction in rea- 
ſon and found policy, at leaſt, between 
the neceſlary exerciſe of parliamentary ju- 
riſdiction in general acts, for the amend- 
ment of the common law, and the regu- 
lation of trade and commerce through the 
whole empire, and the exerciſe of that 
juriſdiction, by impoſing taxes on the 
colonies. | | Hs 

That the ſeveral ſubordinate provincial 
legiſlatures have been moulded into forms, 
as nearly reſembling that of their mother 
country, as by his Majeſty's royal prede- 
ceſſors was thought convenient; and their 


legiſlatures ſeem to have been wiſely and 
gracioully eſtabliſhed, that the ſubjects in 
| the 
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the colonies might, under the due ad- 
miniſtration thereof, enjoy the happy fruits 
of the Britiſh government, which in their 
reſent circumſtances they cannot be ſo 
fully and clearly availed of, any other way 
under theſe forms of government we and 
our anceſtors have been born or ſettled, 
and have had our lives, liberties and pro- 
perties protected. The people here, as 
every Where elſe, retain a great fondneſs 
for their old cuſtoms and uſages, and we 
truſt that his Majeſty's ſervice, and the 
| Intereſt of the nation, ſo far from being 
obſtructed, have been vaſtly promoted by 

the provincial legiſlatures. 
That we eſteem our connections with, 


and dependance on Great-Britain, as one 
of our greateſt bleſſings, and apprehend 
the latter will appear to be ſyfhciently ſe- 


cure, when it is conſidered, that the in- 
habitants in the colonies have the moſt 
unbounded affection for his Majeſty's 
perſon, family and government, as well 
as for the mother country, and that their 
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ſubordination to the parliament, is uni- 


verſally acknowledged. | 
We, therefore, moſt humbly entreat, 
That the honourable houſe would be 


pleaſed to hear our counſel in ſupport of 


this petition, and take our diſtreſſed and 
deplorable caſe into their ſerious conſider- 


E 2 | ation, 
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ation, and that the acts and clauſes of acts, 


ſo grievouſly reſtraining our trade and 
commerce, impoſing duties and taxes on 
our property, and extending the juriſdic- 


tion of the court of admiralty beyond its 


ancient limits, may be repeal'd; or that 
the honourable houſe would otherwiſe re- 
lieve your petitioners, as in your great wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs ſhall ſeem meet, 


And your petitioners as in duty bound 
ſhall ever pray. | | 


Then the congreſs adjourned till to- 
morrow morning, ten o'clock. 


THuRsDAY, October 24, 1765, 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. | | 

The congreſs took into confideration 
the manner in which their ſeveral petitions 
ſhould be preferred and ſolicited in Great- 
Britain, and came to the following deter- 
mination, VIZ. 

It is recommended by the congreſs, to 
the ſeveral colonies, to appoint ſpecial 
agents for ſoliciting relief from their great 


_ grievances, and unite their utmoſt intereſt 


and endeavours for that purpoſe. 
Voted 
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Voted unanimouſly, That the clerk of 
this congreſs ſign the minutes of their pro- 
ceedings, and deliver a copy for the uſe 
of each colony and province, 


By order of the congreſs, 
Joun Cor rox, Clerk, 


Savannah, in Georgia, September 6, 1765, 


SIR, 
eee letter dated in June 
laſt, acquainting me, that 

the houſe of repreſentatives of your pro- 
vince, had unanimouſly agreed to propoſe 
a meeting at the city of New-York, of 
committees, from the houſes of repreſen- 
tatives of the ſeveral Britiſh colonies on 
this continent, on the firſt Tueſday in 
October next, to conſult together on the 
ſent circumſtances of the colonies, and 
the difficulties to which they are, and 
muſt be reduced, by the operation of the 
acts of parliament for laying duties and 
taxes on the colonies, and to conſider of 
an humble repreſentation of their condi- 
tion to his Majeſty and the parliament, 
and to implore relief, came to hand at an 
unlucky ſeaſon, it being in the receſs of 


the 
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the general aſſemby of this province; ne- 


vertheleſs, immediately upon the receipt 
of your letter, I diſpatched expreſſes to 
the ſeveral repreſentatives of this province, 
acquainting them with the purport there- 
of, and requeſting them to meet at this 
place without delay, and accordingly they 
met here on Monday laſt, to the number 
of ſixteen, being a large majority of the 
repreſentatives of this province, the whole 
conſiſting of twenty-five perſons; but his 
excellency our governor being applied to, 
did not think it expedient to call them 
together on the occaſion, which is the 
reaſon of their not ſending a committee, 


as propoſed by your houſe, for you may 


be aſſured, Sir, that no repreſentatives on 


this continent can more ſincerely concur 
in the meaſures propoſed, than do the re- 
preſentatives of this province now met to- 
gether, neither can any people, as indi- 
viduals, more warmly eſpouſe the com- 
mon cauſe of the colonies, than do the 
people of this province. 

The gentlemen now preſent, requeſt it 
as a favour, you'll be pleaſed to ſend me 


a copy of ſuch repreſentation as may be 


agreed upon by the ſeveral committees at 
New-York, and to acquaint me how, and 
in what manner, the ſame is to be lain 


before the king and parliament, whether 


by 
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by any perſon particularly authorized for 
that purpoſe, or by the colony agents. 
The general aſſembly of this province 
ſtands prorogued to the 22d day of Octo- 
ber next, which is the time it generally 
meets for the diſpatch of the ordina 
buſineſs of the province; and I doubt not 
the repreſentatives of this province will 
then, in their legiſlative capacity, take 
under conſideration the grievances fo juſtly 
complained of, and tranſmit their ſenſe of 
the ſame to Great-Britain, in ſuch way as 
may ſeem beſt calculated to obtain redreſs, 
and ſo as to convince the ſiſter colonies 
of their inviolable attachment to the com- 
mon cauſe. I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
ALEXANDER WILLY. 


To Samver Wir, Eſq; Speaker 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
Maſſachuſetts, &c. 


New-Hampfſhire. 


Mr. Speaker laid before the houſe a let- 
ter from the honourable Speaker of the 
honourable houſe of repreſentatives of the 
province of the Maſſachuſetts- bay, to the 
Speaker of this aſſembly, propoſing a 


meeting of committees, from the ſeveral 


aſſemblies of the Britiſh colonies on the 
continent, 
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continent, at New-York, to conſider of 
a general, united, dutiful, loyal, and hum- 
ble repreſentation of our circumſtances, 
and for imploring his Majeſty and the par- 
liament for relief: which being read, 
Reſolved, That notwithſtanding we are 
ſenſible ſuch repreſentation ought to be 
made, and approve of the propoſed me- 
thod for obtaining thereof, yet the preſent 
ſituation of our governmental affairs will 
not permit us to appoint a committee to 
attend ſuch meeting, but ſhall be ready 
to join in any addreſs 'to his Majeſty and 
the parliament we may be honoured with 
the knowledge of, probable to anſwer the 
king end. 
A. CLAREKSON, Clerk. 


The two foregoing letters are true co- 
pies from the original. 
Atteſt. JouN Cor ron, Clerk. 


Adjourned to to-morrow morning nine 
0 clock. 


3 October 25, 1765. 


The congreſs met according to adjourn- 
ment. 
Time not permitting the clerk to make 


copies at lege. of the proceedings of the 
congreſs, 


* 


congreſs, for all the colonies, they think 
it proper, ſhould be furniſhed therewith; 

Reſolved, That the gentlemen from the 
Maſlact-.ſetts-bay be requeſted to ſend a” 
copy thereof to the colony of New Hamp= 
ſhire; the gentlemen of Maryland to Vir- 
ginia; and the gentlemen of South Caro- 
lina to Georgia, and North Catolina, 


Signed per order, 
J. Cor rox, Clerk. 


An account of the diſpoſition of the £: 500. 
granted by 'ordinance, and received of 
the treaſurer, by William Murdock, 
Edward Tilghman, and Thomas Ring- 
gold. . 


To caſh _— whole) C. 5. d. By cath received of = Treaſurer in 
expences of the com- 4 old, C. 500, at dwt. as 
Db to New York, 138 143 ile N 
there and backa gain. 4. 4 4 

To caſh paid expreſt to 409 Spanith piſtoles, at 27/. 532 3 
New York, to give f 15 Johannes, at 57/6. 14 7 6 
notice of our coming. 4 French piſtoles, at 26/6, 5 6 

To paid for expreſs, to 1 Moidore, - - - 236. 
ſend a copy of our g 10 1 Halfditto, - - - 119 

roceedings to the 
8 r of Virginia] 

To paid for a bill of ex- « 

e, to remit to 
Charles Garth, Eſq; 
with the addreſs and $247 10 
petitions 150/. ſter- | 
ling, at 65 per cent. 
exchange 

Caſh remaining in hand N 
127 piſtoles, and f 172, 7 8 
18f8. 

— 1 57319 


1 October 


31 
Jar! ; Gftober 26, 1765. 
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E had the 3 to be e 
by the houſe of repreſentatives of 


the province of Maryland, a committee, 


to meet committees of the members of aſ- 
ſembly of the other colonies on this con- 
tinent, at New Vork, the firſt of this 
inſtant, to join in a general, and united, 
dutiful, loyal, and humble repreſentation 
of the condition of thoſe colonies, to his 
Majeſty and the parliament, and to im- 
plore relief from the grievous burthens 
lately laid upon our trade, and the taxes 
and duties lately impoſed on us, eſpecially 
by the Stamp-act. 

Accordingly members from nine colo- 
nies met, to wit, from the Maſſachuſetts- 
bay, Connecticut, Rhode-iſland and Pro- 
vidence plan:ations, New-York, New- 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the government of 
the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſ- 
ſex, upon Delaware, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, but as you V find the addreſs, 
&c. ſigned only a members from ſix of 

thoſe colonies, it may be proper to ac- 
_ quaint you with the reaſons why they did 
not all fign, though they. all concurred 
with the proceedings. | 


| 4 1 | The 
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The lieutenant- governor of New- Vork 
prorogued their aſſembly from time to 
time, ſo that their houſe had not an op- 
portunity of appointing members with. full 
powers to join, and ſign the addreſs, &c. 
Yet the aſſembly of New-York having, 
at their laſt meeting, appointed five of 
their members as a committee, not only 
to correſpond with their agent at home, 
but alſo during the receſs of the houſe, to 
write to and correſpond with the ſeveral 
aſſemblies, or committees of aſſemblies on 
this continent, on the ſubje& matter of 
the ſeveral late acts of parliament, ſo grie- 
vous and dangerous to their colonies, it 
was thought proper to admit this com- 
mittee to join in the conferences, and 
they agreed to what was done, and pro- 
miſed to uſe their endeavours with their 
aſſembly to concur alſo whenever they. 
ſhould be permited to meet. 

The South-Carolina aſſembly, not right- 
ly viewing the pr aer (which originally 
came from the aſſembly of the govern- 
ment of the Maſſachuſctts-bay) as it was 
intended that the ſeveral committees, 
when met, ſhould frame and ſign an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, and memorial and 
petition to the parliament, to be imme- 
diately diſpatched by the congreſs, in- 
ſtructed their members (Meſſrs. Lynch, 

EA Rutledge, 
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Rutledge, and Gadſden) to return their 
een . to them for approbation. The 
Connecticut aſſembly made the ſame re- 
ſtrictions in their inſtructions. The aſ- 
ſembly alſo of New Hampſhire wrote, 
that they had reſolved, That notwith- 
ſtanding they were ſenſible ſuch a repre- 
ſentation ought to be made, and approved 
of the propoſed method for obtaining 
thereof, yet the preſent ſituation of their 
governmental affairs would not permit 
them to appoint a committee to attend 
ſuch meeting, but ſhould be ready to join 
in any addreſs to his Majeſty and the par- 
lament they might be honoured with the 
knowledge of, probable to anſwer the pro- 
poſed end: and the Speaker of the aſſem- 
bly of Georgia wrote, that a majority of 
their members had applied to the gover- 
nor to call their aſſembly, and he did not 
think it expedient, which was the reaſon 
they did not ſend a committee as propoſed, 
but requeſted us to tranſmit a copy of our 
proceedings to them (which will be done) 
and that their aſſembly would meet about 
this time, and he did not doubt but they 
ſhould act ſo as to convince the ſiſter co- 
lonies of their inviolable attachment to the 
common cauſe : we alſo underſtood the 
North-Carolina, and we know the Virgi- 
nia aſſembly was prorogued, whereby _ 
. 8 co 
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could not have the opportunity of joining 
us; ſo that we doubt not but the colonies 
who have not ſigned, will very ſpeedily 
tranſmit ſimilar addreſſes, &c. if their 
aſſemblies ſhould not be hindered from 
meeting: and to this purpoſe, we hope 
you'll ſoon hear from the aſſembly of 
South-Carolina, By the gentlemen of 
that colony we were favoured with a ſight 
of your late letters, and informed of your 
careful and ſpirited conduct with regard 
to the intereſts of that colony, and that, 
together with your declaration which we 
find in thoſe letters, that you enjoy an in- 
dependent ſeat in the Britiſh Parka 
induced us (as we have no eſtabliſhed 
agent at preſent, for this province, nor have 
et been able to obtain a law to tax our- 

ſelves for that purpoſe) to trouble you 
with our requeſt, that you will preſent the 
incloſed addreſs to his Majeſty, and me- 
morial and petition to the houſes of parlia- 
ment, and exert your utmoſt intereſt and 
abilities in behalf of this poor diſtreſſed 
country, and of this province 1n particular. 
We hope, as there is a change in the 
miniſtry, and as the gentlemen in the 
houſe of commons may, at their next 
meeting, take a more enlarged view of 
the true intereſt of Great-Britain and her 
colonies, they will find it to be in ſup- 
porting 
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porting the rights and encouraging the 
trade of the latter, and that the happineſs 
of the mother-country and her colonies 
muſt be inſeparable, and that we ſhall 
obtain relief. 

The ſeveral committees agreed to re- 
commend it to their reſpective colonies, 
to appoint ſpecial agents on this occaſion, 
and to inſtru& them to unite their utmoſt - 
intereſt and endeavours for that purpoſe, 
One addreſs, &c. was tranſmited by the 
gentlemen of the Maſſachuſetts govern- 
ment, immediately to their agent (Mr. 
Jackſon we underſtood) and we expect 
the other colonies will have duplicates ſent 
to their agents, and we hope will all unite 
in expence and inſtructions, to have able 
counſel before both the lords and com- 
mons, as our petitions pray. 

We were intruſted with the diſpoſition 
of ſome money upon this occaſion, and 
incloſe you a bill of exchange, on Meſſrs. 
Capel .and Oſgood Hanbury, for one 
hundred and fifty pounds ſterling, as a 
compenſation for your trouble and ex- 
pence in this affair. We doubt not our 
aſſembly will approve of what we do in 
this matter; and as they are to meet the 
laſt of this month, we ſhall lay our pro- 
ceedings before them, and it is probable 
they will write you more fully, and fur- 

niſh 
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niſh you with ſuch further inſtructions 
and arguments as may appear to them to 
be proper to be given and urged on this 
occaſion, in behalf of the colonies. 


We are, 


Your moſt obedient ſervants. 
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EXAMINATION 


O F 


Doctor BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Ge. 
HAT is your name, and place 
of abode? 


8 
| | A. Franklin, of Philadelphia. 


Q. Do the Americans pay any conſi- 
derable taxes among themſelves ? 
A. Certainly many, and very heavy 
taxes. 

Q. What are the preſent taxes in Penn- 
ſylvania, laid by the laws of the colony? 

A. There are taxes on all eſtates real 
and perſonal, a poll tax, a tax on all of- 
fices, profeſſions, trades and buſineſſes, 
according to their profits; an exciſe on 
all wine, rum, and other ſpirits; and a 
duty of Ten Pounds per head on all Ne- 
groes imported, with ſome other duties. 

Q. For what purpoſes are thoſe taxes 


laid? 
B ; A. For 


„ 


A. For the ſupport of the civil and 
military eſtabliſhments of the country, and 

to diſcharge the heavy debt contracted in 
the laſt war. 
Q. How long are thoſe taxes to con- 
tinue ? | 

A. Thoſe for diſcharging the debt are 
to continue till 1772, and longer, if the 
debt ſhould not be then all diſcharged. 
The others muſt always continue. 

Q. Was it not expected that the debt 
would have been ſooner diſcharged ? 

A. It was, when the peace was made 
with France and Spain — But a freſh war 
breaking out with the Indians, a freſh load 
of debt was incurred, and the taxes, of 
courſe, continued longer by a new law. 

Q. Are not all the people very able to 
pay thoſe taxes ? 

A. No. The frontier counties, all along 
the continent, having been frequently ra- 
vaged by the enemy, and greatly impo- 
veriſned, are able to pay very little tax. 
And therefore, in conſideration of their 
diſtreſſes, our late tax laws do expreſs] 
favour thoſe counties, excuſing the ſuf. 
ferers ; and I ſuppoſe the ſame is done in 
other governments, 

. Are not you concerned in the ma- 
nagement of the Poſt-Office in America ? 

A. Yes. I am Deputy Poſt-Maſter 
General of North-America. 

Q. Don't 
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Q. Don't you think the diſtribution of 
ſtamps, by poſt, to all the inhabitants, 
very practicable, if there was no oppo- 
ſition ? | | 

A. The poſts only go along the ſea- 
coaſts; they do not, except in a few in- 
ſtances, go back into the country ; and if 
they did, ſending for ſtamps by poſt would 
occaſion an expence of poſtage, amount- 
ing, .in many caſes, to much more than 
that of the ſtamps themſelves. 

Q. Are you acquainted with News- 
foundland ? 

A. I never was there. 

Q. Do you know whether there are any 
poſt-roads on that iſland ? 

A. I have heard that there are no roads 
at all; but that the communication be- 
tween one ſettlement and another is by 
ſea only. 


Q. Can you diſperſe the ſtamps by poſt 
in Canada ? 

A. There is only a poſt between Mont- 
real and Quebec. The inhabitants' live 


ſo ſcattered and remote from each other, 
in that vaſt country, that poſts cannot be 
ſupported among them, and therefore they 
cannot get ſtamps per poſt. The Engliſh 
Colonies too, along the frontiers, are very 


„ Q. From 


thinly ſettled. 
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Q. From the thinneſs of the back ſet- 
tlements, would not the ſtamp-act be ex- 
tremely inconvenient to the inhabitants, 
if executed? 

A. To be ſure it would; as many of 
the inhabitants could not get ſtamps when 
they had occaſion for them, without tak 
ing long journeys, and ſpending perhaps 
Three or Four Pounds, that the Crown 
might get Sixpence. 

Q. Are not the Colonies, from their 
circumſtances, very able to pay the ſtamp 
duty. 

A. In my opinion, there is not gold 
and ſilver enough in the Colonies to pa 
the ſtamp duty for one year. 
Qi. Don't you know that the money 
ariſing from the ſtamps was all to be laid 
out in America? 

A. I know it is appropriated by the act 
to the American ſervice; but it will be 
ſpent in the conquered Colonies, where 
the ſoldiers are, not in the Colonies that 
pay it. | 
. Is there not a balance of trade due 
from the Colonies where the troops are 
poſted, that will bring back the money 
to the old colonies ? 

A. I think not. I believe very little 
would come back. I know of no 'trade 
likely to bring it back. I think it would 
come from the Colonies where it was 


ſpent 
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ſpent directly to England; for I have al- 
ways obſerved, that in every Colony the 
more plenty the means of remittance to 
England, the more goods are ſent for, and 
the more trade with England carried on. 

Q. What number of white inhabitants 
do you think there are in Pennſylvania ? 
A. I ſuppoſe there may be about 
160,000. | 

Q. What number of them are-Quakers? 

A. Perhaps a third. 

Q. What number of Germans? 

A. Perhaps another third; but I can- 
not ſpeak with certainty. 

Q. Have any number of the Germans 
ſeen ſervice, as ſoldiers, in Europe ? 
A. Yes,—many of them, both in Eu- 
rope and America. | 

Q. Are they as much diſſatisfied with 
the ſtamp-duty as the Engliſh ? 

A. Yes, and more; and with reaſon, 
as their ſtamps are, in many caſes, to be 
double. 

Q. How many white men do you ſup- 


ole there are in North-America? 


A. About 400,000, from fixteen to 


fixty years of age. 

Q. What may be the amount of one 
year's imports into Pennſylvania frem 
Britain ? 


A. I have been informed that our mer- 


chants 
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chants compute the imports from Britain 
to be above 500,000 Pounds. 

Q. What may be the amount of the 
produce of your province exported to Bri- 
tain ? N 

A. It muſt be ſmall, as we produce 
little that is wanted in Britain. I ſuppoſe 


it cannot exceed 40, ooo Pounds. 


Q. How then do you pay the balance ? 
A. The balance is paid by our produce 
carried to the Weſt-Indies, and ſold in 
our own iſlands, or to the French, Spa- 
niards, Danes and Dutch; by the ſame 
carried to other colonies in North-Ame- 
rica, as to New-England, Nova-Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Carolina and Georgia ; 
by the ſame carried to different parts of 
Europe, as Spain, Portugal and Italy. In 
all which places we receive either money, 
bills of Exchange, or commodities that 
ſuit for remittance to Britain; which, to- 
gether with all the profits on the induſtry 
of our merchants and mariners, ariſing in 
thoſe circuitous voyages, and the freights 
made by their ſhips, center finally in Bri- 
tain to diſcharge the balance, and pay for 
Britiſh manfactures continually uſed in 
the province, or ſold to foreigners by our 
traders, 


Q. Have you heard of any difficulties 
lately laid on the Spaniſh trade ? 


A. Yes, 
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A. Yes, I have heard that it has been 
greatly obſtructed by ſome new regula- 
tions, and by the Engliſh men of war 
and cutters ſtationed all along the coaſt in 
America. | 

Q. Do you think it right that America 
ſhould be protected by this country, and 
pay no part of the expence ? 

A. That is not the caſe. The Colo- 
nies raiſed, cloathed and payed, during 
the laſt war, near 25000 men, and ſpent 
many millions. 

Q.: Were you not reimburſed by parlia- 
ment ? 

A. We were only reimburſed what, in 
your opinion, we had advanced beyond 
our proportion, or beyond what might 
reaſonably be expected from us; and it 
was a very ſmall part of what we ſpent. 
Pennſylvania, in particular, diſburſed a- 
bout 500,000 Pounds, and the reimburſe- 
ments, in the whole, did not exceed 
60,000 Pounds. 

Q. You have ſaid that you pay heavy 


taxes in Pennſylvania; what do they a- 


mount to in the Pound; 

A. The tax on all eſtates, real and per- 
ſonal, is Eighteen Pence in the Pound, 
fully rated ; and the tax on the profits of 
trades and profeſſions, with other taxes, 
do, I ſuppoſe, make full Halt a Crown in 
the Pound, 

Q. Do 
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Q. Do you know any thing of the rate 
of exchange in Pennſylvania, and whether 


it has fallen lately ? | 
A. It is commonly from 170 to 175. 


T have heard that it has fallen lately from 


175 to 162 and a half, owing, I ſuppoſe, 
to their leflening their orders for goods ; 
and when their debts to this country are 
paid, I think the exchange will probably 
be at par. | 

Q. Do not you think the people of 
America would ſubmit to pay the ſtamp- 
duty, if it was moderated ? 

A. No, never, unleſs compelled by 


force of arms. 


Q. Are not the taxes in Pennſylvania 
laid on unequally, in order to burthen 
the Engliſh trade, particularly the tax on 
profeſſions and buſineſs ? 

A. It is not more burthenſome in pro- 
portion than the tax on lands. It is in- 
tended, and ſuppoſed to take an equal pro- 
portion of profits. 

Q. Howis the aſſembly compoſed ? Of 
what kinds of people are the members, 
landholders or traders ? 

A. It is compoſed of landholders, mer- 
chants and artificers. : 

Q. Are not the majority landholders ? 

A. I believe they are. 

Q. Do not they, as much as __—_ 

ſhift 
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ſhift the tax off from the land, to eaſe that, 
and lay the burthen heavier on trade ? 

A. I have never underſtood it ſo. I 
never heard ſuch a thing ſuggeſted. And 
indeed an attempt of that kind could an- 
ſwer no purpoſe. The merchant or tra- 
der is always ſkilled in figures, and ready 
with his pen and ink. If unequal bur- 
thens are laid on his trade, he puts an ad- 
| ditional price on his goods; and the con- 
ſumers, who are chiefly landholders, fi- 
nally pay the greateſt part, if not the 
whole. 

Q. What was the temper of America 
towards Great-Britain before the year 
1763? | 

A. The beſt in the world. They ſub- 
mitted willingly to the government of the 
Crown, and paid, in all their courts, 
obedience to acts of parliament. Nume- 
rous as the people are in the ſeveral old 
provinces, they coſt you nothing in forts, 
citadels, garriſons or armies, to keep them 
in ſubjection. They were governed by 
this country at the expence only of a little 


pen, ink and paper. They were led by 


a thread. They had not only a reſpect, 


but an affection, for Great-Britain, for 


its laws, its cuſtoms and manners, and 
even a fondneſs for its faſhions, that 


greatly increaſed the commerce. Natives 
C 


of 
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of Britain were always treated. with parti- 
cular regard; to be an Old England-man 
was, of itſelf, a character of ſome reſpect, 
and gave a kind of rank among us. 
Q. And what is their temper now. 
A. O, very much altered. 

Q. Did you ever hear the authority of 
parliament to mabe laws for America 
queſtioned till lately? 

A. The authority of parliament was al- 
lowed to be valid in all laws, except ſuch 
as ſhould lay internal taxes. It was never 
diſputed in laying duties to regulate com- 
merce. 

Q. In what proportion hath population 
ancreaſed in America? 

A. I think the inhabitants of all the 
provinces together, taken at a medium, 
double in about 25 years. But their de- 
mand for Britiſh manufactures increaſes 
much faſter, as the conſumption is not 
merely in proportion to their numbers, 
but grows with the growing abilities of 
the ſame numbers to pay for them. In 
1723, the whole importation from Bri- 
tain to Pennſylvania, was but about 
15,000 Pounds Sterling; it is now near 
Half a Million. 

Q. In what light did the people of 
America uſe to conſider the parliament of 
Great-Britain ? 

A. They 
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A. They conſidered the parliament as 
the great bulwark and ſecurity of their 
liberties and privileges, and always ſpoke 
of it with the utmoſt reſpect and venera- 
tion. Arbitrary miniſters, they thought, 
might poſſibly, at times, attempt to op- 
preſs them; but they relied on it, that 
the parliament, on application, would al- 
ways give redreſs. They remembered, 
with gratitude, a ſtrong inſtance of this, 
when a bill was brought into parliament, 
with a clauſe, to make royal inſtructions 
laws in the Colonies, which the Houſe 
of Commons would not paſs, and it was 
thrown out. 

Q. And have they not ſtill the ſame 
reſpect for parliament ? 

A. No; it is greatly leſſened. 

Q. To what cauſes 1s that owing ? 

A. To a concurrence of —_ ; the 
reſtraints lately laid on their trade, by 
which the bringing of foreign gold and fil- 
ver into the Colonies was prevented ; the 
prohibition of making paper money among 
themſelves; and then demanding a new 
and heavy tax by ſtamps; taking away, 
at the ſame time, trials by juries, and re- 
fuſing to receive and hear their humble 
petitions. 

Q. Don't you think they would ſubmit 
to the ſtamp- act, if it was modified, the 

C 2 obnoxious 
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obnoxious parts taken out, and the duty 
reduced to ſome particulars, of ſmall mo- 
ment? 
A. No; they will never ſubmit to it. 
2 What do you think is the reaſon 
that the people of America increaſe faſter 
than in England ? 


A. Becauſe they marry younger, and 
more Nr,; 


Q. Why ſo? 

A. Becauſe any young couple that are 
induſtrious, may eafily obtain land of their 
own, on which they can raiſe a family. 

Q. Are not the lower rank of people 
more at their eaſe in America than in Eng- 
__ 

A. They may be ſo, if they are ſober 
and diligent, as they are better paid for 
their labour. 

Q. What is your opinion of a future 
tax, impoſed on the ſame principle with 
that of the ſtamp-at; how would the 
Americans receive it ? 

A. Juſt as they do this, They would 
not pay it. 

Q. Have not you heard of the reſolu- 
tions of this Houſe, and of the Houſe of 
Lords, aſſerting the right of parliament 
relating to America, including a power to 
tax the people there? 


A. Yes, I have heard of ſuch reſolu- 
tions, 


Q. What 
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Q. What will be the opinion of the 
Americans on thoſe reſolutions? 

A. They will think them unconſtitu- 
tional and unjuſt. 85 

Q. Was it an opinion in America be- 
fore 1763, that the parliament had no 
right to lay taxes and duties there ? 

A. I never heard any objection to the 
right of laying duties to regulate com- 
merce; but a right to lay internal taxes 

was never ſuppoſed to be in parliament, 
as we are not repreſented there. 

Q. On what do you found your opinion, 


that the people in America made any ſuch 
diſtinction ? 


A. I know that whenever the ſubje& 


has occurred in converſation where I have 
been preſent, it has appeared to be the 
opinion of every one, that we could not 
be taxed in a parliament where we were 
not repreſented. But the payment of du- 
ties laid by act of parliament, as regula- 
tions of commerce was never diſputed. 

Q. But can you name any act of aſſem- 
bly, or public act of any of your govern- 
ments, that made ſuch diſtinction? 

A. I do not know that there was any ; 


I think there was never an occaſion to 


make any ſuch a&, till now that you have 
_ attempted to tax us; that has occaſioned 
reſolutions of aſſembly, declaring the diſ- 

| tinction, 
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tinction, in which I think every aſſembly 
on the continent, and every member in 
every aſſembly, have been unanimous. 

Q. What then could occaſion conver - 
ſations on that ſubject before that time. 

A. There was in 1754 a propoſition 
made (I think it came from hence) that 
in caſe of a war, which was then appre- 
hended, the governors of the Colonies 
ſhould meet, and order the levying of 
troops, building of forts, and taking every 
other neceſſary meaſure for the general 
defence; and ſhould draw on the treaſury 
here for the ſums expended, which were 
afterwards to be raiſed in the Colonies by 
a general tax, to be laid on them by act 
of parliament. This occaſioned a good 
deal of converſation on the ſubje&, and 
the general opinion was, that the parlia- 
ment neither would nor could lay any tax 
on us, till we were duly repreſented in 
parliament, becauſe it was not juſt, nor 
agreeable to the nature of an Engliſh con- 
ſtitution. | 

Q. Don't you know there was a time 
in New-York, when it was under con- 
ſideration to make an application to par- 
liament to lay taxes on that Colony, upon 
a deficiency arifing from the aſſembly's 
refuſing or neglecting to raiſe the neceſ- 
ſary ſupplies for the ſupport of the civil 
government ? 

A. 1 
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A. I never heard of it. 

Q. There was ſuch an application un- 
der conſideration in New- Vork; and do 
you apprehend they could ſuppoſe the 
right of parliament to lay a tax in America 
was only local, and confined to the caſe 
of a deficiency in a particular Colony, by 
a refuſal of its aſſembly to raiſe the neceſ- 
ſary ſupplies? 

A. They could not ſuppoſe ſuch a caſe, 
as that the aſſembly would not raiſe the 
neceſſary ſupplies to ſupport its own go- 
vernment. An aſſembly that would re- 
fuſe it muſt want common ſenſe, which 
cannot be ſuppoſed. I think there was 
never any ſuch caſe at New-York, and that 
it muſt be a miſrepreſentation, or the fact 
muſt be miſunderſtood. 1 know there 
have been ſome attempts, by miniſterial 
inſtructions from hence, to oblige the aſ- 
ſemblies to ſettle permanent ſalaries on 
governors, which they wiſely refuſed to 
do; but I believe no aſſembly of New- 
York, or any other Colony, ever refuſed 
duly to ſupport government by proper al- 
lowances, trom time to tune, to public 


_ © officers. 


Q. But in caſe a governor, acting by 
inſtruction, ſhould call on an afſembly to 
raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies, and the aſſem- 

bly ſhould refuſe to do it, do you not 
think 


16 
think it would then be for the good of the 
people of the colony, as well as neceſſary 
to government, that the parliament ſhould 
tax them? In: 

A. I do not think it would be neceſſary. 
If an aſſembly could poſſibly be fo abſurd 
as to refuſe raiſing the ſupplies requiſite 
for the maintenance of government amon 
them, they could not long remain in fuck 
a ſituation; the diſorders and confuſion 
occaſioned by it muſt ſoon bring them to 
reaſon. | 

Q. If it ſhould not, ought not the 
right to be in Great-Britain of applying 
a remedy ? 

A. A right only to be uſed in ſuch a 
caſe, I ſhould have no objection to, ſup- 
poſing it to be uſed merely for the good of 
the people of the Colony. 

Q. But who is to judge of that, Bri- 
tain or the Colony ? 

A. Thoſe that feel can beſt judge. 

Q. You ſay the Colonies have always 
ſubmitted to external taxes, and object to 
the right of parliament only in laying in- 
ternal taxes; now can you ſhew that there 
is any kind of difference between the two 
taxes to the Colony on which they may 
be laid ?7. 

A. I think the difference is very great. 
An external tax is a duty laid on commo- 

dities 
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dities imported; that duty is added to the 
firſt coſt, and other charges on the eom- 
modity, and when it is offered to ſale, 
miakes a part of the price. If the people 
do not like it at that price, they refuſe it; 
they are not obliged to pay it. But an in- 
ternal tax is forced from the-people with- 
out their conſent, if not laid by their own 
repreſentatives. The ſtamp-a& ſays, we 
| ſhall have no commerce, make no exchange 
of property with each other, neither pur- 
chaſe nor grant, nor recover debts; we 
ſhall neither marry nor make our wills, 
unleſs we pay ſuch and ſuch ſums, and 
thus it is intended to extort our money 
from us, or ruin us by the conſequences 
of refuſing to pay it. 

Q. But ſuppoſing the internal tax or 
duty to be laid on the neceſſaries of life 
imported into your colony, will not that 
be the ſame thing in its effects as an in- 
ternal tax? 

A. I do not know a fingle article im- 
ported into the Northern Colonies, but 
what they can either do without, or make 
themſelves. 

Q. Don't you think cloth from England 
abſolutely neceſſary to them? 

A. No, by no means abſolutely neceſ- 
fary ; with induſtry ànd good management, 
they may very well ſupply themſelves with 


all they want. 
| 8 Q. Will 
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Q. Will it not take a long time to eſta- 
bliſh that manufacture among them; and 
muſt they not in the mean while ſuffer 
greatly? 

A. I think not. They have made a 
ſurpriſing progreſs already. And I am of 
opinion, that before their old clothes are 
worn out, they will have new ones of 
their own making. 

Q. Can they poſſibly find wool enoug 
in North-America ? 

A. They have taken ſteps to increaſe 
the wool. They entered into general 
combinations to eat no more lamb, and 
very few lambs were killed laſt year. This 
courſe perſiſted in, will ſoon make a pro- 
digious difference in the quantity of wool. 
And the eſtabliſhing of great manufacto- 
ries, like thoſe in the clothing towns here, 
is not neceſſary, as it is where the buſineſs 
is to be carried on for the purpoſes of 
trade. The people will all ſpin, and 
work for themſelves, in their own houſes. 

Q. Can there be wool and manufacture 
enough in one or two years? 

A. In three years, I think, there may. 
Qi. Does not the ſeverity of the winter, 
in the Northern Colonies, occaſion the 
wool to be of bad quality? 

A. No; the wool is very fine and 
good, 


QIn 
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Q. In the more Southern Colonies, as 
in Virginia, don't you know that the wool 
is coarſe, and only a kind of hair? 

A. I don't know it. I never heard it. 
Vet Ihave been ſometimes in Virginia. I 
cannot ſay I ever took particular notice of 
the wool there, but I believe it is good, 
though I cannot ſpeak poſitively of it ; 
but Virginia, and the Colonies ſouth of it, 


have leſs occaſion for wool ; their winters 


are ſhort, and not very ſevere, and they 
can very well clothe themfelves with linen 
and cotton of their own raiſing for the reſt 
of the year. 

. Are not the people in the more 
Northern Colonies obliged to fodder their 
ſheep all the winter? 

A. In ſome of the moſt Northern Colo- 
nies they may be obliged to do it ſome 
part of the winter, 
Q. Conſidering the reſolutions of par- 
liament, as to the right, do you think, 
if the ſtamp-a& is repealed, that the 
North-Americans will be fatisfied ? 

A. I believe they will, 

Q. Why do you think ſo? 

A. I think the reſolutions of right will 
give them very little concern, if they are 
never attempted to be carried into prac- 
tice. The Colonies will probably conſi- 
der themſelves in the ſame ſituation, in 
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that reſpect, with Ireland; they know you 
claim the ſame right with regard to Ire- 
land, but you never exerciſe it. And 
they may believe you never will exerciſe 
it in the Colonies, any more than in Ire- 
land, unleſs on ſome very extraordin 

occaſion. | 

Q. But who are to be the judges of 
that extraordinary occaſion? Is not the 
parliament ? 

A. Though the parliament may judge 
of the occaſion, the people will think it 
can never exerciſe ſuch right, till repre- 
ſentatives from the Colonies are admitted 
into parliament, and that whenever the 
occaſion ariſes, repreſentatives will be 
ordered. x 

Q. Did you never hear that Maryland, 
during the laſt war, had refuſed to furniſh 
a quota towards the common defence ? 

A. Maryland has been much miſrepre- 
ſented in that matter. Maryland, to my 
knowledge, never refuſed to contribute, or 
grant aids to the crown. The afſemblies 
every year, during the war, voted con- 
ſiderable ſums, and formed bills to raiſe 
them. The bills were, according to the 
conſtitution of that province, ſent up to 
the council, or upper houſe, for concur- 
rence, that they might be preſented to the 
governor, in order to be enacted into laws, 


Unhappy 
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Unhappy diſputes between the two houſe 
ariſing, from the defects of that conſtitu- 
tion principally, rendered all the bills but 
one or two abortive. The proprietary's 
council rejected them. It is true, Mary- 
land did not contribute its proportion, 
but it was, in my opinion, the fault of 
the government, not of the people. 

Q. Was it not talked of in the other 
provinces as a proper meaſure to apply to 
parliament to compel them? 

A. I have heard ſuch diſcourſe? but as 
it was well known, that the people were 
not to blame, no ſuch application was 
ever made, nor any ſtep taken towards it. 

Q. Was it not propoſed at a public 
meeting? | 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you remember the aboliſhing of 
the paper currency in New-England, by 
act of aſſembly ? 

A. I do remember its being aboliſhed, 
in the Maſſachuſett's Bay. | 

Q. Was not Lieutenant-Governor Hut- 
chinſon principally concerned in that 
tranſaction ? | | 

A. I have heard fo. 

Q. Was it not at that time a very un- 
popular law? 

A. I believe it might, though I can 
ſay little about it, as I lived at a diſtance 
from that province. 
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Q. Was not the ſcarcity of gold and 
filver an argument uſed againſt aboliſhing 
the paper ? 

A. I ſuppoſe it was. 

Q. What is the preſent opinion there 


of that law? Is it as unpopular as it was 
at firſt ? 

A. I think it is not. | 

Q. Have not inſtructions from hence 
been ſometimes ſent over to governors, 
highly oppreſſive and unpolitical ? 

A. Yes. ; 


Q. Have not ſome governors diſpenſed 
with them for that reaſon ? 

A. Yes; I have heard ſo. 

Q. Did the Americans ever diſpute the 
controuling power of parliament to regu- 
late the commerce ? 

A. No. 

Q. Can any thing leſs than a military 
force carry the ſtamp- act into execution? 

A. I do not ſee how a military force 
can be applied to that purpoſe. 

Q. Why may it not? 

A. Suppoſe a military force ſent into 
America, they will find nobody in arms ; 
what are they then to do? They cannot 


force a man to take ſtamps who chuſes to 


do without them. They will not find a 
rebellion ; they may indeed make one. 

Q. If the act is not repealed, what do 
you think will be the conſequences ? 


A. 


Cz 

A. A total loſs of the reſpe& and af- 
fection the people of America bear to this 
country, and of all the commerce that 
depends on that reſpect and affectien. 

Q. How can the commerce be affected? 

A. You will find, that if the act is not 
repealed, they will take very little of your 
manufactures in a ſhort time. g 

Q. Is it in their power to do without 
them? 

A. I think they may very well do 
without them. 

Q. Is it their intereſt not to take them ? 

A. The goods they take from Britain 
are either neceſſaries, mere conveniences, 
or ſuperfluities. The firſt, as cloth, &c. 
with a little induſtry they can make at 
home ; the ſecond they can do without, 
till they are able to provide them among 
themſelves; and the laſt, which are much 
the greateſt part, they will ſtrike off im- 
mediately. They are mere articles of 
faſhion, purchaſed and conſumed, becauſe 
the faſhion in a reſpected country, but 
will now be deteſted and rejected. The 
people have already ſtruck off, by general 
agreement, the uſe of all goods faſhiona- 
ble in mournings, and many thouſand 
pounds worth are ſent back as unſaleable. 
Q. Is it their intereſt to make cloth at 
home? | hs 

A.T 
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A. I think they may at preſent pet it 
cheaper from Britain, I mean of the ſame 
fineneſs and neatneſs of workmanſhip 
but when one conſiders other circum- 
ſtances, the reſtraints on their trade, and 
the difficulty of making remittances, it is 
their intereſt to make every thing. 

Q. Suppoſe an act of internal regula- 
tions connected with a tax, how would 
they receive it? 

I chink it would be objected to 

Q. Then no regulation with a tax 
would be ſubmitted to ? 

A. Their opinion is, that when aids to 
the Crown are wanted, they are to be aſked 
of the ſeveral afſemblies, according to the 
old eſtabliſhed uſage, who will, as they 
always have done, grant them freely. 
And that their money ought not to be 
given away, without their conſent, b 
perſons at a diſtance, unacquainted wit 
their circumſtances and abilities, The 
granting aids to the Crown, is the only 
means they have of recommending them- 
{elves to their ſovereign, and they think it 
extremely hard and unjuſt, that a body of 
men, in which they have no repreſenta- 
tives, ſhould make a merit to itſelf of giv- 
ing and granting what is not its own, but 
theirs, and deprive them of a right they 
eſteem of the utmoſt value and import- 

ance, 
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ance, as it is the ſecurity of all their other 
rights. 

Q. But is not the poſt- office, which 
they have long received, a tax as well as 
a regulation ? 

A. No; the money paid for the poſt- 
age of a letter is not of the nature of a 
tax ; it is merely a quantum meruit for a 
ſervice done; no perſon is compellable to 
pay the money, if he does not chuſe to 
receive the ſervice. A man may ſtill; as 
before the act, ſend his letter by a ſervant, 
a ſpecial meſſenger, or a friend, if he 
thinks it cheaper and ſafer. 

Q. But do they not conſider the regu- 
lations of the poſt-office, by the a& of 
laſt year as a tax ? 

A. By the regulations of laſt year the 
rate of poſtage was generally abated near 
thirty per cent. through all America; 
they certainly cannot conſider ſuch abate- 
ment as a tax. AE 

If an exciſe was laid by parliament, 
which they might likewiſe avoid paying, 
by not conſuming the articles exciſed, 
would they then not object to it ? 

A. They would certainly object to it, 
as an exciſe is unconnected with any ſer- 
vice done, and is merely an aid which 
they think ought to be aſked of them, 
and granted by them, if they are to pay 
it, and can be granted for them by no 
1 E others 
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others whatſozver, whom they have n 
impowered for that purpoſe. : 

Q. You ſay they do not object to the 
right of parliament, in laying duties on 
goods to be paid on their importation ; 
now, is there any kind of difference be- 
tween a duty on the importation of goods, 
and an exciſe on their conſumption? 

A. Ves; a very material one; an ex- 
ciſe, for the reaſons I have juſt mentioned, 
they think you can have no right to lay 
within their country. But the ſea is 
yours; you maintain, by your fleets, the 
ſafety of navigation in it, and keep it clear 
of pirates; you may have therefore a na- 
tural and equitable right to ſome toll or 
duty on merchandizes carried through that 
part of your dominions, towards defray- 
ing the expence you are at in ſhips to 
maintain the ſafety of that carriage. 

Q. Does this reaſoning hold in the caſe 
of a duty laid on the produce of their 
lands exported ? And would they not then 
object to ſuch a duty ? | 

A. If it tended to make the produce ſo 
much dearer abroad as to leflen the de- 
mand for it, to be ſure they would object 
to ſuch a duty; not to your right of lay- 
ing it, but they would complain of it as 
a burthen, and petition you to lighten it. 

Q. Is not the duty paid on the tobacco 
exported a duty of that kind ? 


A. That, 


1 


A. That, I think, is only on tobacco 
carried coaſtwiſe from one Colony to ano- 
ther, and appropriated as a fund for ſup- 
porting the college at Williamſburgh, in 

irginia. 

Q. Have not the aſſemblies in the 
Weſt-Indies the ſame natural rights with 
thoſe in North-America? 8 

A. Undoubtedly. ; 

Q. And is there not a tax laid there on 
their ſugars exported ? 

A. I am not much acquainted with the 


Weſt-Indies, but the duty of four and a 


half per cent. on ſugars exported, was, I 
believe, granted by their own aſſemblies. 

Q. How much is the poll-tax in your 
province laid on unmarried men ? 

A. It is, I think Fifteen Shillings, to 
be paid by every ſingle freeman, upwards 
of twenty-one years old. 

Q. What is the annual amount of all 
the taxes in Pehnſylvania ? | 

A. I ſuppoſe about 20,000 Pounds 
ſterling. 

Q Suppoſing the ſtamp- act continued, 
and enforced, do you imagine that ill-hu- 
mour will induce the Americans to give as 
much for worſe manufactures of their own, 

and uſe them, preferably to better of ours? 

A. Ves, I think ſo. People will pay 
as freely to gratify one paſſion as another, 
their reſentment as their pride. | 

"5 8 Q. Would 


AF OO oh a > nee 1 5 

8 - 2 

8 
* 


2 * — 2 


——— = Se. \ 13 ; 


LS 
Nr R 4 1 Tau , 
4 A "0 LY * = — 
"OR 1 = _—_ 0 
** 
1, A, Be: ; fox | = , 
TL oo it” Bo _ , ” „ 


28 

Q. Would the people at Boſton diſ- 
continue their trade ? 

A. The merchants are a very ſmall 
number, compared with the body of the 
people, and muſt diſcontinue their trade, 
if nobody will buy their goods. 

Q. What are the body of the people in 
the Colonies ? 

A. They are farmers, huſbandmen or 
planters. | | 

Q. Would they ſuffer the produce of 
their lands to rot ? 

A. No; but they would not raiſe fo 
much. They would manufacture more, 
and plough leſs. 

Q. Would they live without the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice in civil matters, and 
ſuffer all the inconveniencies of ſuch a 
ſituation for any conſiderable time, rather 
than take the ſtamps, ſuppoſing the 
ſtamps were protected by a ſufficient force, 
where every one might have them? 
A. I think the ſuppoſition impractica- 
ble, that the ſtamps ſhould be ſo protected 
as that every one might have them. The 
act requires ſub-diſtributors to be ap- 
pointed in every county town, diſtrict and 
village, and they would be neceſſary. But 
the principal diſtributors, who were to 
have had a conſiderable profit on the whole, 
have not thought it worth while to con+ 
| tinug 
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tinue in the office, and I think it impoſſi- 
ble to find ſub-diſtributors fit to be truſted, 
who, for the trifling profit that muſt 
come to their ſhare, would incur the 
odium, and run the hazard that would 
attend it; and if they could be found, I 
think it impraQticable to protect the 
ſtamps in ſo many diſtant and remote 
places. ' 

Q. But in places where they could be 
protected, would not the people uſe them 
rather than remain in ſuch a ſituation, un- 
able to obtain any right, or recover, by 
law, any debt ? 

A. It is hard to ſay what they would 
do. I can only judge what other people 
will think, and how they will a&, by 
what I feel within myſelf, I have a great 
many debts due to me in America, and I 
had rather they ſhould remain unreco- 
verable by any law, than ſubmit to the 
ſtamp- act. They will be debts of honour. 
It is my opinion the people will either 
continue in that ſituation, or find ſome 


way to extricate themſelves, perhaps by 


generally agreeing to proceed in the 
courts without ſtamps. 


Q. What do you think a ſufficient mili- 
tary force to protect the diſtribution of 
the ſtamps in every part of America? 

A. 
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A. A very great force; I can t ſay what, 
if the diſpoſition of America is for a gene- 
ral reſiſtance, 

Q. What is the number of men in 
America able to bear arms, or of diſci- 
plined militia ? 

A, There are, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt 
[Rueftton objetted to. He withdrew. Called 
in again.] 

Q. Is the American ſtamp-act an equal 
tax on that country ? 

A. I think not, 

Q. Why lo? 

A. The 3 part of the money muſt 
ariſe from law-ſuits for the recovery of 
debts, and be paid by the lower. ſort of 
people, who were too poor eaſily to pay 

their debts, It is therefore a heavy tax 
on the poor, and a tax upon them for be- 
ing poor. 

Q. But will not this increaſe of expence 
be a means of lefſening the number of 
law-ſuits ? 

A. I think not; for as the coſts all fall 
upon the debtor, and are to be paid by 
him, they would be no diſcouragement to 
the creditor to bring his action. 

Q. Would it not have the effect of. ex- 
ceſſive uſury ? 


A. Yes, as an n oppreſſion of the debtor, 
a 
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Q. How many ſhips are there laden 
annually in North-America with flax- ſeed 
for Ireland? _ 

A. I cannot ſpeak to the number of 
ſhips, but I know that in 1752, 10,000 
hogſheads of flax-ſeed, each containing 7 
buſhels, were exported from Philadelphia 
to Ireland. I fuppoſe the quantity is 
greatly increaſed ſince that time; and it 
is widerſtood that the exportation from 
New-York is equal to that from Phila» 
delphia. | 

Q. What becomes of the flax that 
grows with that flax-ſeed ? 

A. They manufacture ſome into coarſe, 
and ſome into a middling kind of linen. 

Q. Are there any flitting-mills in Ame- 
rica ? | 

A. I think there are three, but I be- 
lieve only one at preſent: employed. I 
ſuppoſe they will all be ſet to work, if 
the interruption of the trade continues. 

Q. Are there any fulling mills there? 

A. A great many. 

Q. Did you never hear that a great 
quantity of ſtockings were contracted for, 
for the army, during the war, and manu- 
factured in Philadelphia? 

A. I have heard ſo. 

Q. If the ſtamp- act ſhould be repealed, 
would not the Americans think they 

. could 


32 


could oblige the parliament to repeal every 
external tax-law now in force ? 

A. It is hard to anſwer queſtions of 
what people at ſuch a diſtance will think. 

Q. But what do you imagine they will 
think were the motives of repealing the 
act? 

A. I ſuppoſe they will think that it 
was repealed from a conviction of its in- 
expediency; and they will rely upon it, 
that while the ſame inexpediency ſubſiſts, 
you will never attempt to make ſuch ano- 
Mar.  - 

Q. What do you mean by its inexpe- 
diency ? 

A. I mean its inexpediency on ſeveral 
accounts; the poverty and inability of 
thoſe who were to pay the tax ; the gene- 

ral diſcontent it has occaſioned ; and the 
. Impracticability of enforcing it. 
Q. If the act ſhould be repealed, and 
the legiſlature ſhould ſhew its reſentment 
to the oppoſers of the ſtamp- act, would 
the Colonies acquieſce in the authority of 
the legiſlature ? What is your opinion they 
would do ? 

A. I don't doubt at all, that if the le- 
giflature repeal the ſtamp- act, the Colo- 
nies will acquieſce in the authority. 

Q. But if the legiſlature ſhould think 
fit to aſcertain its right to lay taxes, by 

_ 
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any act laying a ſmall tax, contraty to 
their opinion, would they ſubmit to pay 
the tax ? 

A. The proceedings of the people in 
America have been conſidered too much 
together. The proceedings of the aſſem- 
blies have been very different from thoſe 
of the mobs, and ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, 
as having no connection with each other. 
— The aſſemblies have only peaceably re- 
ſolved what they take to be their rights; 
they have taken no meaſures for oppoſition 
by force; they have not built a fort, raiſed 
a man, or provided a grain of ammunition, 
in order to ſuch oppoſition.— The ring- 
leaders of riots they think ought to be 
puniſhed ; they would puniſh them them- 
ſelves, if they could. Every ſober, ſen- 
ſible man would with to ſee rioters pu- 
niſhed, as otherwiſe peaceable people have 
no ſecurity of perſon or eſtate. But as to 
an internal tax, how ſmall ſoever, laid by 
the legiſlature here on the people there, 
while they have no repreſentatives in this 
legiſlature, I think it will never be ſubmit- 
ted to.—They will oppoſe it to the laſt.— 
They do not conſider ĩt as at all neceſſary for 
you to raiſe money on them by your taxes, 
becauſe they are, and always have been, 
ready to raiſe money by taxes among 
themſelves, and to grant large ſums, equal 
to their abilities, upon requiſition from 
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the Crown.—They have not only granted 
equal to their abilities, but, during all the 
laſt war, they granted far beyond their 
abilities, and beyond their proportion with 
this country, you yourſelves being judges, 
to the amount of many hundred thouſand 
pounds, and this they did freely and rea- 
dily, only on a ſort of promiſe from the 
ſecretary of ſtate, that it ſhould be recom- 
mended to parliament to make them com- 
penſation, It was accordingly recom- 
mended to parliament, in the moſt ho- 
nourable manner, for them. America 
has been greatly miſrepreſented and abuſed 
here, in papers, and pamphlets, and 
ſpeeches, as ungrateful, and unreaſonable, 
and unjuſt, in having put this nation to 
immenſe expence for their defence, and 
refuſing to bear any part of that expence. 
The Colonies raiſed, paid, and clothed, 
near 25000 men during the laſt war, a 
number equal to thoſe ſent from Britain, 
and far beyond their proportion; they 
went deeply into debt in doing this, and 
all their taxes and eſtates are mortgaged, 
for many years to come, for diſcharging 
that debt. Government here was at that 
time very ſenſible of this. The Colonies 
were recommended to parliament. Eve 

year the king ſent down to the houſe a 
written meſlage to this purpoſe, That his 


Majeſty, 


1 

Majeſty, being highly ſenſible of the zeal 
and vigour with which his faithful ſubjects 
in North-America had exerted themſelves, 
in defence of his Majeſty's juſt rights and 
ſſeſſions, recommended it to the houſe 
to take the ſame into conſideration, and 
enable him to give them a proper com- 
penſation. You will find thoſe meſlages 
on your own journals every year of the 
war to the very laſt, and you did accord- 
ingly give 200,000 Pounds annually to 
the Crown, to be diſtributed in ſuch com- 
penſation to the Colonies. This is the 
{ſtrongeſt of all proofs that the Colonies, 
far from being unwilling to bear a ſhare 
of the burthen, did exceed their propor- 
tion ; for if they had done leſs, or had 
only equalled their proportion, there 
would have been no room or reaſon for 
compenſation.— Indeed the ſums reim- 
burſed them, were by no means adequate 
to the expence they incurred beyond their 
proportion ; but they never murmured at 
that, they eſteemed their Sovereign's ap- 
probation of their zeal and fidelity, and 
the approbation of this houſe, far beyond 
any other kind of compenſation ; there- 
fore there was no occaſion for this act, to 
force money from a willing people; they 
had not refuſed giving money for the ww 
poſes of the act; no requiſition had been 
F 2 made; 
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made; they were always willing and ready 
to do what could reaſonably be expected 
from them, and in this light they wiſh to 
be conſidered. : 

Q. But ſuppoſe Great-Britain ſhould be 
engaged in a war in Europe, would North- 
America contribute to the ſupport of it? 

A. I do think they would, as far as 
their circumſtances would permit. They 
conſider themſelves as a part of the Britiſh 
empire, and as having one common in- 
tereſt with it; they may be looked on 
here as foreigners, but they do not con- 
ſider themſelves as ſuch. They are zea- 
lous for the honour and proſperity of this 
nation, and, while they are well uſed, 
will always be ready to ſupport it, as far 
as their little power goes. In 1739 they 
were called upon to aſſiſt in the expedition 
againſt Carthagena, and they ſent 3000 
men to join your army. It is true Car- 
thagena is in America, but as remote from 
the Northern Colonies as if it had been in 
Europe. They make no diſtinction of 
wars, as to their duty of aſſiſting in them. 
I know the laſt war is commonly ſpoke of 
here as entered into for the defence, or 
for the ſake of the people of America, I 
think it is quite miſunderſtood. It began 
about the limits between Canada and 
Nova-Scotia, about territories to which 

the 
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the Crown indeed laid claim, but werg 
not claimed by any Britiſh Colony ; none 
of the lands had been granted to any Co- 
loniſt; we had therefore no particular 
concern or intereſt in that diſpute. As to 
the Ohio, the conteſt there began about 
your right of trading in the Indian coun- 
try, a right you had by the treaty of 
Utrecht, which the French infringed ; 
they ſeized the traders and their goods, 
which were your manufactures ; they took 
a fort which a company of your mer- 
chants, and their factors and correſpond- 
ents, had erected there, to ſecure that 
trade. Braddock was ſent with an army 
to re-take that fort (which was looked on 
here as another incroachment on the 
King's territory) and to protect your trade, 
It was not till after his defeat that the 
Colonies were attacked. They were be- 
fore in perfect peace with both French and 
Indians; the troops were not therefore 
ſent for their defence. The trade with 
the Indians, though carried on in Ame- 
rica, is not an American intereſt. The 
people of America are chiefly farmers and 
planters ; ſcarce any thing that they raiſe 
or produce is an article of commerce with 
the Indians. The Indian trade 1s a Bri- 
tiſh intereſt ; it is carried on with Britiſh 
manufactures, for the profit of Britiſh 

merz 
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merchants and manufacturers; therefore 
the war, as it commenced for the defence 
of territories of the Crown, the property 
of no American, and for the defence of a 
trade purely Britiſh, was really a Britiſh 
war—and yet the people of America made 
no ſcruple of contributing their utmoſt 
towards carrying it on, and bringing it to 
a happy concluſion. 

Q. Do you think then that the taking 
poſſeſſion of the King's territorial rights, 
and ſtrengthening the frontiers, is not an 
American intereſt ? 

A. Not particularly, but conjointly a 
Britiſh and an American intereſt. 

Q. You will not deny that the preced- 
ing war, the war with Spain, was entered 
into for the ſake of America; was it not 
occaſioned by captures made in the Ame- 
rican ſeas ? 

A. Yes; captures of ſhips carrying on 
the Britiſh trade there, with Britiſh ma- 
nufactures. 

Was not the late war with the In- 
dians, ſince the peace with France, a war 
for America only? 

A. Yes; it was more particularly for 
America than the former, but it was ra- 
ther a conſequence or remains of the for- 
mer war, the Indians not having been 
thoroughly pacified, and the 3 
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bore by much the greateſt ſhare of the ex- 
pence. It was put an end to by the army 
under General Bouquet; there were not 
above 300 regulars in that army, and 
above 1000 Pennſylvanians. 

Q. Is it not neceſſary to ſends troops to 
America, to defend the Americans againſt 
the Indians? 

A. No, by no means; it never was 
neceſſary. They defended themſelves when 
they were but an handful, and the Indians 
much more numerous. They continu- 
ally gained ground, and have driven the 
Indians over the mountains, without any 
troops ſent to their aſſiſtance from this 
country. And can it be thought neceſſary 
now to ſend troops for their defence from 
thoſe diminiſhed Indian tribes, when the 
Colonies are become ſo populous, and ſo 
ſtrong ? There is not the leaſt occaſion for 
it; they are very able to defend them- 
ſelves. "= 

Q. Do you ſay there were no more than 
300 regular troops employed in the late 
Indian war ? 

A. Not on the Ohio, or the frontiers 
of Pennſylvania, which was the chief part 
of the war that affected the Colonies. 
There were garriſons at Niagara, Fort 
Detroit, and thoſe remote poſts kept for 
the ſake of your trade; I did not _—_ 

them, 
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them, but I believe that on the whole the 
number of Americans, or provincial troops, 
employed in the war, was greater than 
that of the regulars. I am not certain, 
but I think ſo. 
Q. Do you think the aſſemblies have a 
right to levy money on the ſubject there, 
to grant to the Crown ? | 

A. I certainly think ſo; they have al- 
ways done it. 

Q. Are they acquainted with the de- 
claration of rights? And do they know 
that, by that ſtatute, money is not to be 
raiſed on the ſubject but by conſent of par- 
liament ? 

A. They are very well acquainted 
with it. 

Q. How then can they think they have 
a right to levy money for the Crown, or 
for any other than local purpoſes ? 

A. They underſtand that clauſe to re- 
late to ſubje&s only within the realm; 
that no money can be levied on them for 
the Crown, but by conſent of parliament. 
The Colonies are not ſuppoſed to be 
within the realm; they have afſemblies 
of their own, which are their parliaments, 
and they are, in that reſpect, in the ſame 
ſituation with Ireland. When money is 
to be raiſed for the Crown upon the ſub- 
ject in Ireland, or in the Colonies, the 

conſent 
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eonſent is given in the parliament of lre- 
land, or in the aflemblies of the Colonies. 
They think the parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain cannot properly give that conſent till 
1t has repreſentatives from America; for 
the petition of right expreſsly ſays, it is 
to be by common conſent in parliament, 
and the people of America have no repre- 
ſentatives in parliament, to make a part 
of that common conſent. 

Q. If the ſtamp-act ſhould be repealed, 
and an act ſhould paſs, ordering the aſſem- 
blies of the Colonies to indemnify the ſuf- 
ferers by the riots, would they obey it? 

A. That is a queſtion I cannot anſwer. 

Q. Suppoſe the King ſhould require 
the Colonies to grant a revenue, and the 

arliament ſhould be againſt their doing 
it, do they think they can grant a re- 
venue to the King; without the conſent of 
the parliament of Great-Britain ? 

A. That is a deep queition.—As to my 
own opinion, I ſhould think myſelf at li- 
berty to do it, and ſhould do it, if I liked 
the occahon. Le, Perm re N 

When money has been raiſed in the 
Colonies, upon requiſitions, has it not 
been granted to the King ? 

A. Ves, always; but the requiſitions 
have generally been for ſome ſervice ex- 
preſſed, as to raiſe, clothe and pay troops, 
and not for money only. 
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Q. If the act ſhould paſs, requiring the 
American aſſemblies to make compenſa- 
tion to the ſufferers, and they ſhould diſ- 
obey it, and then the parliament ſhould, 
by another act, lay an internal tax, would 
they then obey it ? 

A. The people will pay no internal tax; 
and I think an act to oblige the aſſemblies 
to make compentation is unneceſſary, for 
I am of opinion, that as ſoon as the pre- 
ſent heats are abated, they will take the 
matter into conſideration, and if it is right 
to be done, they will do it of themſelves. 

Q. Do not letters often come into the 
poſt-othces in America, directed to ſome 
inland town where no poſt goes ? 

A Les, 

Q. Can any private perſon take up 
thoſe letters, and carry them as directed ? 

A. Yes; any friend of the perſon ma 
do it, paying the poſtage that has RT 

Q. But muſt not he pay an additional 
poſtage for the diſtance to ſuch inland 
town? 

r | 

Q. Can the poſt-maſter anſwer deliver- 
ing the letter, without being paid ſuch 
additional poſtage ? | 

A. Certainly he can demand nothing, 
where he does no ſervice. 

Q. Suppoſe a perſon, being far from 
home, finds a letter in a polit-office di- 

rected 
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rected to him, and he lives in a place to 
which the poſt generally goes, and the 
letter is directed to that place, will the 
poſt-maſter deliver him the letter, with- 
out his paying the poſtage receivable at 
the place to which the letter is directed. 

A. Yes; the office cannot demand 
poſtage for a letter that it does not carry, 
or farther than it does carry it. 

Q. Are not ferrymen in America obliged, 
by act of parliament, to carry over the 
poſts without pay ? | 

A. Len. | 

Q. Is not this a tax on the ferrymen ? 

A. They do not conſider it as ſuch, as 
they have an advantage from perſons tra- 
velling with the poſt. 

Q. If the ſtamp- act ſhould be repealed 
and the Crown thould make a requiſition 
to the Colonies for a ſum of money, 
would they grant it ? 

A. I believe they would. 

Q. Why do you think fo ? 

A. I can ſpeak for the Colony I live 
in; I had it in inſtruction from the aſſem- 
bly to aſſure the miniſtry, that as they al- 
ways had done, ſo they ſhould always 
think it their duty to grant ſuch aids to 
the Crown as were ſuitable to their cir- 
cumſtances and abilities, whenever called 
upon for the purpoſe, in the uſual conſti- 
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tutional manner; 'and I had the honour of 
communicating this inſtruction to that 
honourable gentleman then miniſter. 

Q. Would they do this for a Britiſh 
concern; as ſuppoſe a war in ſome part of 
Europe, that did not affect them ? 

A. Yes, for any thing that concerned 
the general intereſt. They conſider them- 
| ſelves as a part of the whole. 


QQ. What is the uſual conſtitutional | 


manner of calling on the Colonies for 
aide ? 

A. A letter from the ſecretary of ſtate. 

Q. Is this all you mean, a letter from. 
the lecretary of ſtate ? 

A. I mean the utual way of e 
in a circular letter from the ſecretary of 
ſtate, by his Mejeſty's command, reciting 
the occation, and recommending it to the 
Colonies to grant ſuch aids as became 
their loyalty, and were ſuitable to their 
abilities. 

Q. Did the ſecretary of ſtate ever write 
for money for the Crown ? 

A. "The requiſitions have been to raiſe, 
clothe and pay men, which cannot be done 
without money. 

Would they grant money alone, if 
called on ? 

A. In my opinion they would, money 
as wcll as men, when they have money, 
or can make it. 

lt 
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Q. If the parliament ſhould repeal the 
ſtamp-act, will the aſſembly of Pennſyl- 
vania reſcind their reſolutions ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. Before there was any thought of the 
ſtamp-act, did they wiſh for a repreſenta- 
tion in parhament ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Don't you know that there is, in the 
Pennſylvania charter, an expreſs reſerva- 
tion of the right of parliament to lay taxes 
You: ? 

I know there is a clauſe in the char- | 
_ by which the King grants that he 
will levy no taxes on the inhabitants, un- 
leſs it be with the conſent of the aſſembly, 
or by act of parliament. 

Q. How then could the aſſembly of 
Pennſylvania aſſert, that laying a tax on 
them by the ſtamp- act was an infringe- 
ment of their rights? 

A. They underſtand it thus; by the 
ſame charter, and otherwiſe, they are in- 
titled to all the privileges and liberties of 
Engliſhmen ; they find in the great char- 
ters, and the petition and declaration of 
rights, that one of the privileges of En- 
gliſh ſubjects is, that they are not to be 
taxed but by their common conſent; they 
have therefore relied upon it, from the 
firſt ſettlement of the province, that the 
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arliament never would, nor could, by 
colour of that clauſe in the charter, af- 
ſume a right of taxing them, till it had 
qualified itſelf to exerciſe ſuch right, by 
admitting repreſentatives from the people 
to be taxed, who ought to make a part of 
that common conſent. | 

Q. Are there any words in the charter 
that juſtify that conſtruction ? 

A. The common rights of Engliſhmen, 
as declared by Magna Charta, and the pe- 
tition of right, all juſtify it. 

Q. Does the diſtinction between in- 
ternal and external taxes exiſt in the 
words of the charter ? 

A. No, I believe not. 

Q. Then may they not, by the ſame 
interpretation, object to the parliament's 
right of external taxation? 

A. They never have hitherto. Many 
arguments have been lately uſed here to 
ſhew them that there is no difference, and 
that if you have no right to tax them in- 
ternally, you have none to tax them ex- 
ternally, or make any other law to bind 
them. At preſent they do not reaſon ſo, 
but in time they may poſhbly be con- 
vinced by theſe arguments. 

Q. Do not the reſolutions of the Penn- 
ſylvania aſſembly ſay all taxes? 

A. If they do, they mean only internal 
taxes; the ſame words have not * 
the 
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the ſame meaning here and in the Colo- 
nies. By taxes they mean internal taxes; 
by duties they mean cuſtoms ; theſe are 
their ideas of the language. 

Q. Have you not ſeen the reſolutions of 
the Maſſachuſet's Bay aſſembly ? 

A. I have. 


Q. Do they not ſay, that neither ex- 
ternal nor internal taxes can be laid on 
them by parliament ? | 

A. I don't know that they do; I be- 
lieve not. | 

Q. If the ſame Colony ſhould ſay nei- 
ther tax nor impoſition could be laid, 
docs not that province hold the power of 

arliament can lay neither ? 

A. I ſuppoſe that by the word impoſi- 
tion, they do not intend to expreſs duties 
to be laid on goods imported, as regula- 
tions of commerce. | 

Q. What can the Colonies mean then 
by impoſition as diſtinct from taxes? 

A. They may mean many things, as 
impreſling of men, or of carriages, quar- 
tering troops gn private houſes, and the 
like; there may be great impoſitions that 
are not properly taxes. 

Q. Is not the poſt-office rate an inter- 
nal tax laid by act of parliament ? 

A. I have anſwered that. +. 2 © 


Q. Are all parts of the Colonies equally 
able to pay taxes ? 


1 No- 
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A. No, certainly ; the frontier parts; 
which have been ravaged by the enemy, 
are greatly diſabled by that means, and 
therefore, in ſuch caſes, are uſually fa- 
voured in our tax-laws. 

Q. Can we, at this diſtance, be com- 
petent judges of what favours are neceſ- 
ſary ? 

A. The parliament have ſuppoſed it, 
by claiming a right to make tax-laws for 
America? I think it impoſſible. 

Q. Would the repeal of the ſtamp-act 
be any diſcouragement of your manufac- 
tures? Will the people that have begun 
to manufacture decline it ? 

A. Yes, I think they will; eſpecially 
if, at the ſame time, the trade is opened 
again, ſo that remittances can be eaſily 
made. I have known ſeveral inſtances 
that make it probable. In the war before 
laſt, tobacco being low, and making little 
remittance, the people of Virginia went 
generally into family manufactures. Af- 
terwards, when tobacco bore a better 
price, they returned to the uſe of Britiſh 
manufactures. So fulling-mills were very 
much diſuſed in the laſt war in Pennſyl- 
vania, becauſe bills were then plenty, 
and remittances could eafily be made to 


Britain for Engliſh cloth and other goods, 
Q. If 
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Q. If the ſtamp- act ſhould be repealed, 

would it induce the aſſemblies of Ame- 

rica to acknowledge the rights of parlia- 
ment to tax them, and would they eraſe 
their reſolutions ? 

A. No, never. 

Q. Is there no means of obliging them 
to eraſe thoſe reſolutions ? 

A. None that I know of; they will 
never do it, unleſs compelled by force of 
arms, . Th 

Q. Is there a power on earth that can 
force them to eraſe them ? 

A. No power, how great ſoever, can 
force men to change their opinions. 

Q. Do they conſider the poſt-office as 
a tax, or as a regulation ? 

A. Not as a tax, but as a regulation 
and conveniency ; every aſſembly encou- 
raged it, and ſupported it in its infancy, 
by grants of money, which they would 
not otherwiſe have done ; and the people 
have always paid the poſtage. 

Q. When did you receive the inſtruc- 
tions you mentioned ? 

A. I brought them with me, when I 
came to England, about 15 months fince. 
Q. When did you communicate that 

inſtruction to the miniſter ? 

A. Soon after my arrival, while the 


ſtamping of America was under conſidera- 
tion, I before the bill was brought in. 
H Q. Would 
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Q. Would it be moſt for the intereſt, of 
Great-Britain, to employ the hands of 
Virginia in tobacco, or in manufactures, 

A. In tobacco, to be ſure. 

Q. What uſed to be the pride of the 
Americans ? 

A. To indulge in the faſhions and ma- 
nufactures of Great-Britain. 

Q. What is now their pride? 

A. To wear their old cloaths over again, 
till they can make new ones. 
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TO THE 


R E AD E Ws 


HE following Papers were drawn 

up by a Club of American Mer- 
chants ; at the Head of whom were Sir 
WILLIAM KIT IN, Governor of Pen- 
Hvania; the celebrated Mr. JosnuaA 
GEE, and many other eminent Perſons. 
They were printed and publiſhed in the 
Year 1739, and are now re-printed and 
re-publiſhed entire, that the World may 
ſee what were the Sentiments and Doc- 
trines, at that Time, of the greateſt 
Friends to America, and of thoſe who 
were beſt acquainted with the Rights 
and Commercial Intereſt of the Colonies; 
particularly with regard to the Eſtabliſh» 
ment of Stamp-Duties in America, by 
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and 
the Application of the Revenue ariſing 
therefrom ; in both which Reſpects, the 
Plan contained in theſe Papers agrees 
exactly 
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iv To TE READ E R. 
exactly with the Stamp-Act repealed 
during the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
By comparing theſe Papers, which were 
printed near thirty Vears ago, with the 
Doctrines lately broached in America, 
and now publicly avowed here by Mi- 
niſters of State for the firſt Time, the 
Reader may be enabled to form ſome 
Judgment of the Merit or Demerit 
which thoſe who have ſupported or re- 
ſiſted them have had to the King, the 
Parliament, and the People of Great- 
Britain; and it is therefore hoped, that 
the Publication of them cannot be thought 
improper at this Juncture. 
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Some REMARKS on the moſt rational and 
effettual Means that can be uſed in the 
preſent Conjuncture for the future Security 
and Preſervation of the Trade of Great 
Britain, by protecting and advancing ber 


Settlements on the North Conti nent of 
America. 


NN HE Incroachments and confi- 
T 34 derable Advantages which of 
NEN late Vears have been made, eſpe- 
cially by France, on the Britiſh Com- 
merce every where, but more particularly 
in the Weſt Indies, by Means of that Na- 
tion's having the Preference to furniſh 

the Spaniards with all they want in thoſe 
Parts, and conſequently to ingroſs an 
unmoderate Share of that Wealth or 
Bullion which is the Support of all Eu- 
ropean Trade, is a Matter of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, as calls for our immediate and 
moſt ſedate Deliberation ; becauſe, un- 
leſs we can either bring the Spaniſh Na- 
tion into that Freedom of Commerce 
B with 
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with us again, as they have formerly been 
accuſtomed to, and would naturally chuſe, 
or by ſome particular Induſtry ſecure to 
Ourſelves all thoſe Advantages which 
can be made in Trade, by carefully pro: 
tecting and encouraging our many exten- 
ſive and valuable Settlements in America, 
it will in all Appearance be impoſſible for 
Great Britain much longer to ſuſtain that 
Rank, which ſhe has now held for almoſt 
two Centuries amongſt her European 
_ Neighbours. 

With great Deference and Submiſſion 
therefore to whatever the Councils of 
Great Britain may think fit in the preſent 
Juncture of Time to determine, with 
regard to Peace or War, it is humbly 
propoſed only, that ſome little Care ſhould 
be immediately taken to put our Colo- 
nies, eſpecially in the Continent of North 
America, in a proper Condition either to 
defend themſelves againſt any Attacks 
that can be made on them in War, or to 
protect and duly encourage their lawful 
Commerce in Time-of Peace. 

For this Purpoſe, if we pleaſe to 
conſider firſt the Situation of the Britiſb 
gu | Colonies, 
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Colonies *, with reſpect to their Rivals in 
America, and how the French have moſt 
indefatigably carried on their Friendſhip 
and Correſpondence with the Natives all 
along bordering upon and behind our 
Settlements, from Quebeck to the Mouth 
of the River Mz:/iſipp: in the Gulf of 
Mexico; fo that our Indian Traders are 
continually obſtructed from travelling 
Weſtward on the Lakes by a Multitude 
of little Forts, erected at proper Diſ- 
tances, and filled with French Soldiers to 
protect their own, and interrupt our 
Commerce that Way ; by which Means 
the vaſt and numerous Nations of In- 
dians to the Weſtward are wholly de- 
prived from the Opportunity of dealing 
with the Engliſh, notwithſtanding that 
we can afford all the Commodities they 
want at above 150 per Cent. cheaper than 
what they pay to our Rivals: And next, 
if we do but examine the vaſt Diſpro- 
portion of Numbers between Us and 
Them, as well as the much greater Va- 
" riety of Commodities wherewith We 
3535 can 


Vid. A Report to the Lords of Trade from the Go- 
wernor of Penſylvania, February 1718. 
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can more readily ſupply that Trade, and 
the prodigious Spirit and Inclination in 
our People to carry it on, nothing ſure- 
ly but infatuation can ſuffer us to delay 
one Moment in raiſing ſuch a ſmall 
Number of Regular Troops, to be con- 
ſtantly employed there, as would main- 
tain our unqueſtionable Right to the va- 
cant Lands on the Back of our own Set- 
tlements, encourage the Progreſs of our 
Plantations Weſtward, and thereby eaſily 
open to Ourſelves a free Correſpondence 
with thoſe vaſt and populous Nations of 
Indians, to whom, merely for lack of 
the common Means of Acceſs to them, 

we are at preſent altogether Strangers. 
So very important is the Nature of 
this Subject juſt now, that in caſe of a 
War, if our Settlements ſhould conti- 
nue in that weak and helpleſs Condition 
they are now, to lie expoſed to the In- 
ſults and Attacks of the Enemy, with- 
out the Protection of any Kind of Forti- 
fications either before or behind them, 
and without the Aid of any other Troops. 
but a looſe, diſorderly, and inſignificant 
Militia, ſurely we can expe& nothing 
elſe. 


8 
elſe but ſuch Deſolation and Ruin, as the 
Induſtry of many Vears to come will not 

be able to repair. | 
Wherefore it is humbly propoſed, that 
a ſmall Body of Regular Troops be im- 
mediately raiſed for that Service on the 
North Continent of America, to be com- 
manded and diſpoſed of all along the 
Weſtern Frontier of our Settlements 
there, by an experienced General Officer 
under the Crown, independent on the 
particular Orders of the reſpective Go- 
vernors, yet to be aſſiſted by them in 
Council on every emergent Occaſion : 
The Reſolutions from Time to Time, 
and whole Proceedings of which Gene- 
ral Council to be conſtantly tranſmitted 
and laid before the King in his Privy 
Council, as the dernier Reſort and ſu- 
preme Authority in all Affairs relating 
to the Plantations; ſome ſuch Regulati- 
on as this, it is humbly conceived, would 
effectually prevent all or moſt of the 
Dangers and Loſſes, we have, as Matters 
now ſtand, but too juſt Cauſe to appre- 
hend, and at the ſame Time it would 
give ſuch Protection and Encouragement 
| to 
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to all manner of Buſineſs in the Planta- 
tions, as would greatly pleaſe the People 
Abroad, and likewiſe bring conſiderable 
Profit to the Merchant at Home; fo that 
there is good Reaſon to expect the Bri- 
fiſh Subjects in America, for whoſe im- 
mediate Advantage and particular Ser- 
vice this Scheme is chiefly deſigned, 
would on that Account chearfully com- 
ply with any moderate and eaſy Tax 
that could be laid on them for ſo good 
and neceſſary a Purpoſe; on Condition 
however that all the Money to be ſo levied 
amongſt them ſhould be punctually and ſtrict- 
| by applied to this Service, and no other : 
From all which we preſume to affirm, that 
if the Duty on Stamps was, by AF of Par- 
lament, now eſtabliſhed in all the Britiſh 
Colonies, and that the Product of that Re- 
venue was, by the ſame Authority, ſtrictly 
appropriated to the Service of thoſe Plan- 
tations only, it would moſt certainly 
anſwer the propoſed End, for the En- 
couragement and Protection of Com- 
merce, and, thereby, the true Service 
and Honour of the Bri:i/h Nation; all 
which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 

Conſideration 
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Conſideration and Judgment of our Su- 
periors. 

Much has been ſaid and wrote of late 
about the Decay of the Woollen Manu- 
factory; but, without entering into the 
particular and various Reaſons, how that 
Staple has ſuffered, and been reduced 
from the very flouriſhing Condition it 
was in a few Years ago, it will certain- 
ly be more prudent, and therefore eli- 
gible, to diſcover and encourage a new 
Vent for the Woollen Manufactory of 
Great Britain, than to ſtrain our Inven- 
tion otherways, by contending with thoſe 
Advantages, which our Rivals have ob- 
tained by ſuch Induſtry and Manage- 
ment, as we can neither interrupt nor 
prevent. 

Suppoſing, then, that by due Encou- 
ragement to the Colonies, eſpecially on 
the Continent of America, we thould 
proportionably increaſe a conſtant De- 
mand for our coarſe Woollens, which 
is allowed to be the Bulk of that Manu- 
facture, we ſhall thereby ſecure a cer- 
tain and profitable Vent for that valu- 
able Staple, independent of all Foreign 

Nations, 
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Nations, and in Deſpite of any Arts 
they can poſſibly uſe to obſtruct us; 
which Confideration alone is ſufficient 
to demonſtrate the important Advan- 
tage, which muſt accrue to Britain by 
protecting, encouraging, and extending 
her Plantations on the Continent of A- 
merica. 


PROPOSALS 


PROPOSAL for eftabliſhing by Act of 
Parliament the Duties upon Stampt 
Paper and Parchment in all the Britiſh 


American Colonies. 

1 Contiguous Situation of the 

Britiſh Colonies on the Coaſt of 
the Northern Continent of America, is 
not only a very great Advantage to the 
Trade of Britain, but likewiſe has of 
late Years produced ſuch an Increaſe of 
Inhabitants, as has rendered them vaſtly 
Superior in Strength of People, when 
compared either with the French or Spa- 
niſh Settlements on the ſame Continent; 
ſo that under a wiſe and good Regula- 
tion of Government, Britain has little to 
fear from her Rivals in America, and may 
eaſily provide for the Safety and Protee- 
tion of her Dominions there without the 
Trouble of frequent Equipments, or ex- 
penſive Expeditions from Europe. 


— 
5 
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But as the Policy of the Britiſb State 
has wiſely divided thoſe Settlements into 
many ſeparate Governments independent 
on one another, whereby they cannot be 
forced into any Union of Councils, or 
otherways deprived of that Liberty which 
is peculiar to the Subject of Great-Bri- 
tain, ſome other Method muſt be con- 
trived, in Caſe of any Breach with 
France or Spain, to raiſe a public Fund 
in America for the Maintenance and Sup- 

ort of any Military Force, which may 
. found uſeful and neceſſary to be kept 
up in thoſe Parts, in order to preſerve 
the Ballance of Power, and protect the 
Trade of Britain. 

For this Purpoſe it is propoſed, that 
without obſtructing in the leaſt any | 
Branch of Commerce, or affecting the 
Property of Lands in that Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions, the Duties on Stamps 
may be extended by Act of Parliament 
to all the Colonies, and the Produce ap- 
plied to anſwer the Expence of Land 
Forces and other Public and neceſſary 
Services in the American Plantations, to 


the great Eaſe of Us Mother State, and 


af without | 


without the Trouble of applying to the 
ſeveral Aſſemblies in ſo many Diſtinct 
and Independent Provinces, who never 
could be brought” in voluntarily to raiſe 
ſuch a Fund by any general and equally 
proportioned Tax among themſelves. 
It is likewiſe propoſed, that the ſeveral 
Kinds of Stamps to be ſtruck for Ame- 
rica ſhall be different, and bear arematk- 
able Diſtinction from thoſe uſed in Great- 
Britain; and that there ſhall be one 
Commiſſioner added to the preſent Com- 
miſſion for the Stamp Office, who ſhall 
be a Member of that Board, and ac- 
countable to the ſame for all ſuch Quan- 
tities of Stamps as he ſhall call for and 
receive out of that Office for the Uſe of 
the Plantations. A 
That the ſaid Comimnltfijer for Am#- 
rica ſhall receive his Inſtructions from 
the Board at London, and be directed 
forthwith to proceed to every one of the 
_ Colonies in Amerita, and there to depute 
ſuch and ſo many Perſons in each Colo- 
ny, as he ſhall judge needful, to reſide 
at the moſt convenient Places for the de- 
livering out all ſuch Stamps as the Peo- 
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ples Occaſions may require, and are cal- 
led for from Time to Time, he taking 
good and ſufficient Security for the Fi- 
delity of the Officers ſo by him deputed, 
giving them at the ſame Time Inſtruc- 
tions how and in what Manner the Mo- 
ney or Value of the Stamps ſo by them 
delivered out ſhall be returned to the 
Stamp Office. at Lond:n, where all Ac- 
counts of that Revenue are to be regu- 
larly made up, and returned every 
Quarter, and the whole Management 
thereof ſubmiited to the Direction of 
that Board from Time to Time. 

That the Commiſſioner tor America 
ſhall have Power to ſettle the yearly Al- 
lowance or Salary to be given to the Of- 
ficers his Deputies and Clerks abroad, 
and he be allowed for his own Trouble 
and Expence, which will be very conſi- 
derable in travelling from Place to Place, 
the Sum of 
; per Annu, 
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RE As ON s, humbly offered in Support of 
the above Propoſal to extend the Duties 


on Stampt Paper and Parchment all over 
the Britiſh Plantations. 


The Author of the above Propoſal 
diſclaims, all Views of depriving the 
Britiſh Subjects in the Plantations, of any 
of thoſe Rights and Privileges which are 
derived to them as natural-born Subjects 
of Great-Britain; but on the other 
Hand, he cannot conſider that Part of 
his Majeſty's Subjects Abroad to be in- 
veſted with any Sort of Rights or Privi- 
leges, that are of a higher and more in- 
dependent Nature than what their Bre- 
thren of Great-Britain can claim at 
Home. For he conſiders all the Ameri- 
can Provinces as ſo many diſtinct Incor- 
porations, who, from the Accident of 
their diſtant Situation, are inveſted with 
various Privileges, eſſentially neceſſary to 
their Society in ſeparate independent 
Governments. But he conceives that 
the Subjects there, are under no other 
ſupreme Legiſlature but that of Great- 


Britain; 
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Britain; inſomuch that every Subject in 
America, as often as his Occaſions re- 
quire, has an indubitable Right to make 
his humble Application to a Brit iſb Par- 
liament, where he virtually conceives 
himſelf to be truly repreſented; becauſe 
the common [Intereſt of the Britiſb State 
or Commonwealth, moſt certainly in- 
cludes the Subjects of America, equally 
with thoſe of every other Part of the Do- 
minion, and ſo we find it to be under- 
ſtood by the Tenor of the famous Act of 
Navigation, as well as other reſtrictive 
Acts relating to Commerce and the pub- 
lic Revenue. 

When People cherdfore pretend to 
diſtinguiſh between the Intereſt of the 
Plantations and that of Great-Britain, 
they do not advert that theſe two, from 
the Nature of Things, muſt always be 
the ſame, even ſo when the particular 
Intereſt or Advantage of any one Colony 
is placed in Oppoſition to that of all the 
reſt ; it is quite from the Purpoſe, and 
cannot in that Light be ſuppoſed to me- 
rit the Conſideration of a legiſlative ſu- 
preme Power. 


The 
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The Grounds of the preſent War with 
Spain ſufficiently declare, that it is the 
Intereſt of the Britiſh State to maintain 
and defend her Settlements in Americe. 
And the Condition of many Branches of 
the public Revenue, as well as of the na- 
tional Trade, for ſome Time paſt, in 
like Manner demonſtrate, that to pro- 
mote the Intereſt bf the Plantations in 
general, to extend their Settlements 
Weſtward, and protect their Trade with 
the Natives, is a very conſiderable pub - 
lic Concern, worthy the. Attention of 
the Legiſlature. And i it being not only 
a received Maxim in Policy, but the pe- 
culiar Badge of a free Conſtitution, that 
every Member of a Commonwealth 
ought to bear his juſt Proportion of 
whatever public Taxes are necdful to be 
raiſed for ſupporting the Rank, or im- 
proving the Intereſt of the State, we may 
equitably conclude, that ſince it is evi- 
dently become neceſſary for Britain to 
erect Forts, and maintain a reaſonable 
Number of T. roopS for the Defence of 
her Dominions in America, the Subjects 
there will have no juſt Cauſe to com- 


* plain 


ſap] - 

plain, if, for that particular Service, one 
of the eaſieſt and leaſt burthenſome 
Taxes, which the Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment has thought fit to impoſe on the 
Subjects of Great-Britain at Home, be 
now extended to the Plantations in Ame- 
rica. 


Some of the Advantages that would 
accrue to Britain, as well as to her Co- 
lonies, by ſuch an Act of Parliament, 
are conceived to be as follows, via. 


I. All the Colonies, but eſpecially thoſe 
on the Continent, would immediately 
and moſt ſenſibly feel the warm Influ- 
ence of ſuch a Protection and Support 
in carrying on their induſtrious Com- 
merce, and extending their Settle- 
ments, as they have not hitherto had 
any Experience of ; and it would be a 
mighty Encouragement for them to 
have annually the Occaſion of obſery- 
ing, that the Money raiſed amongſt 
themſelves for this Service, was ſtrict- 
ly accounted for to Parliament, and 
duly applicd far their proper Benefit. 
| II. It 


II. 
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It would put an entire Stop to all 


thoſe Complaints and Diſputes daily 
ariſing between the People of the Co- 
lonies and their reſpective Governors, 


about raiſing Forces, and otherwiſe 
complying with the Royal Inſtructi- 
ons, in Matters which are truly be- 
yond their Capacities, and always con- 


tradictory to their ſelfiſh and narrow 
Diſpoſitions. 


III. It would gradually, with Time, 


introduce amongſt them a more juſt 
and favourable Opinion of their De- 
pendency on a Britiſb Parliament, 
than what they generally have at pre- 


ſent; and as it would intitle them, 


on many Occaſions, to ſeek Redreſs 
in Parliament, it would keep the ſu- 
perior and arbitrary-Officers amongſt 
them in ſome Awe, and prevent a 
Multitude of injurious, oppreſſive 


Practices, which would perhaps be 


1 


thought too invidious to enumerate 
here. | 


V. 'The Expence of Stamps would be 


a'very proper and eaſy Cheque to that 


immoderate Quantity of Paper Bills 


D Suck 
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ſtruck in many of the Colonies,. to 
the Diſcouragement of fair Trade, 
eſpecially from Europe, and which no 
Methad yet tried has been found ſuf- 

ficient to regulate within due Bounds. 
V. It would place the united Strength 
of all the Colonies together into the 
Hands of the Crown, without affect- 
ing their conſtant and neceſſary Inde- 
pendency on one another. 


— 
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Dou As, in his Summary of America, written 
and publiſhed at Bie, in the Year 1749, favs, 
% As vexatious Suits in Law are @ great Nuiſance 
« in all Countries, and the ſmaller the Charges of 
« Courts, the greater is the Encouragement to 
« ſuch Suits; therefore there ſhould be a Stamp- 
„ Duty upon all Writings, or Inſtruments, uſed 
« in Law Affairs.“ + | 

Vide Vol, I. p. 259. 
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